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INTER NAL 

Shri Chitta Basu, MP has written to PM requesting that 
a further enquiry be undertaken into the circumstances of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. This matter has come 
up from time to time. It was last considered by the CCPA 
in March, 1991. The CCPA was of the view that no useful 
purpose would be served by holding yet another enquiry or by 
bringing back Netaji’s ashes to India at present. 

A draft reply from PM has, therefore, been drafted without 
giving any encouragement that this can be pursued. 
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The following are pertinent: 
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At the time of the second enquiry (Khosla Commission) 
in 19 70, MEA through the Embassy in Moscow had approached 
the Soviet autorities for any documents relating to Netaji. 
No such documents were available. 

Shri V.P. Singh had acknowledged Shri Samar Guha's letter 
on June 7, 1990 that he was asking MEA to look into the 
matter (Flag"" A). Thereafter, Shri Guha's further letters 
were routinely acknowledged (Flag B & C). 

In August 1990, MEA informed that the Soviet Foreign 
Office had received letters from Shri Samar Guha regarding 
documents stated to be in their possession and that they 
were making enquiries in the matter. No further developments 
had taken place (Flag D). 


After the CCPA's decision in March 1991, MEA was informed 
in April 1991 that no further action was required by MEA 
(Flag E). Therefore, there have been no further developments 
in this regard since the CCPA decision. 


(Alok Prasad) ‘ 
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Prof. Samar Guha, Member of Parliament, had written to PM, requesting 
that a high level investigative enquiry be instituted to go into the question 
of the so-called disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. * 

Shri Samar Guha had particularly drawn attention to fresh material 
which may now be available in the Archives of the KGB, which may now 
be accessible due to the changes that have taken place in Russia. 


He had also referred to documents now available in other countries 
such as the UK, USA, dapan and Taiwan. 

Shri L.K. Advani had also written to PM on May 15, 1992, forwarding 
F/B iNy* Prof. Samar Guha's earlier letter to PM. * 

A similar communication was addressed to PM by Shri Chitta Basu,M.P. 
^ on February LI, 1992. * 

Home Ministry, which has been dealing with this subject, has examined 
the matter once again and is of the view that no useful purpose could be 
served by holding yet another enquiry, two of which have been held in the 
past - the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 and the Khosla Commission in 
19 74. 




Both the Commissions had undertaken very extensive investigations 
and had finally come to the conclusion that Netaji had died in the air crash 
at Taihoku in 1945. 

If the matter is re-opened once again, there is unlikely to be any 
fresh light thrown on this matter. The evidence of Netaji's death is compelling 
and examination of archival materials in Russia and other countries is unli- 
kely to throw up any different conclusion. 
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MEA has sought PM's direction whether for political reasons, an approach 
should be made to the countries concerned for examining their archival 
materials on this subject.* 


F M 'S Perionei Section 



This is not recommended since 

(i) Two high powered investigations Commissions have already 
conducted a thorough enquiry into this matter and come up 
with the same conclusion regarding Netaji's death; and 











(ii) Publication of any fresh archival material on this subject from Russian 
or other sources may merely serve to keep alive this controversy. 

It is, therefore, recommended that no further action need be taken 
on this case. 




(SnyanySaran) 
Joint Secretary(S) 
5.8.1992 
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Shri Chitta Basu,, MP has written to PM seeking informa- 
tion regarding action taken in follow up to his earlier letter 
for an enquiry into the circumstances of the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose . 
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2. He had written to PM on the subject in February this 
year (Flag "X"/p.2/c). In view of the CCPA decision of March, 
1991 that no useful purpose would be served by holding another 
enquiry or bringing back Netaji’s ashes to India at present, 
a reply from PM to Shri Chitta Basu was prepared that did 
not offer any indication that his would be pursued (Flag "Y"- 
/p.4/c). 


3. In his present letter Shri Basu has said he has had no 
indication from PM, or from MEA about the action taken on 
PM's previous letter. 


In view of the circumstances, a simple acknowledgement 
of Shri Chitta Basu's letter is put up for consideration please. 


5. This would be consistent with PM's decision of August 
1992 that no further action need be taken on this case (Flag 
"Z'VpA/n). 


(Suja\a Mehta) 


Deputy Secretary 
11.12.1992 
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AIDE-MEMOIRE 


SUBJECT : MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


The last official stand taken by the office of Prime 
Minister of India on th© floor of Lok Sabha was on 3rd Sepdtember, 
1978 when Shri Morarji Desai stated : "Shah - Nawaz Committee and 
Khosla Commission hold the report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 
death following a plane Crash as true. Since then reasonable doubts 
have been cast on the correctness in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses have 
been noticed. Some further contemporary official documentary 
records have also become available. In the light of those doubts 
and contradictions and those records. Government find it difficult 
to accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive". 

The claim in Support of Netaji 's death consequent to the 
alleged accident at TAlHOKU on 18-8-1945 was based almost entirely 
on the evidence provided by Col.Habibur Rebman, A.D.C. to Netaji, 
and the Japanese doctor, T. Yoshimi. Col. Rahman maintained he 
accompanied Netaji on the reported fateful journey but survived 
the tragedy. Dr. Yoshimi submitted that he unsuccessfully treated 
Netaji in hospital after the reported incident. 

Col. Rahman was twice interrogated by Allied Intelligence 
and he also appeared before the Shah-Nawaz Committee. A chart of 
his statements on these three occasions indicate the rather incon- 
sistent nature of his descriptions is enclosed herewith. The Combined 
Services Detailed Interrogation Centre (CSDIC) recorded on 25th 
March, 1946 : "It appears that Habibur Rahman is not willing to 
come out with the truth". In fact, the Intelligence Bureau, in New 
Delhi categorically recorded on 19-5-1946 : "Habibur-Rahman ' s sta- 
tement is unsatisfactory. The multitude on discrepancies in accounts 
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of actual Air Crash as given first to Counter Intelligence Corps 
(CIC) in Tokyo and later to C.S.D.l.C. is being taken up ", 

The matter had indeed already been taken up at the highest 
level of the British Government on 25-10-1945. When the Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom chaired a meeting to consider, 
among other items, what to do with Netaji in the post-war situation. 
The same day the British Cabinet discussed a confidential note 
sent by the then Viceroy of India, Lord Wavell regarding the 
finalisation of a policy towards "BOSE". 

i 

On 19-2-1946 the Intelligence Bureau iri New Delhi communicated 
to its counter part in Singapore : "It is beyond doubt that he (Bose) 
had plans to go underground with a number of selected friends of 
his movement", (after the Japanese surrender in World War-II). 

Lord Wavell's diary of 24-8-1945 reveals : "I wonder if the Japanese 
announcement of Subhas Bose's death in air Crash is true, I suspect 
very much, it is just what would be given out if he meant to go 
underground". The then Commander of the Allied Forces in South 
East Asia, Lord Mountbatten ' s dairy indicates that he received a 
despatch from the British Director of Military Intelligence in 
Chunking after the news about the Netaji's alleged death was broad- 
cast from Tokyo, which said : "When Bose was preparing to leave 
Burma with his family by plane, Chinese intercepted Japanese message 
ordering Bose to separate from his family and remain in Burma. D.M.I's 
supposi tion is that though Bose 's family were in the plane that 
crashed, Bose was not there and he subsequently escaped into Thailand'.’ 
British Intelligence further believed that the Governor of the Afghan 
Province of khost had been informed by the Soviet Ambassordor in 
Kabul that there were manyCoi.gress refugees in Moscow after the 
War and Bose was included in their number. The assessment being: 

"There is little reason for such persons to bring Bose into fabri- 
cated stories" . 


All the above information casting doubts on the veracity of 


Netajl's death following a plane crash have surfaced in the mid- 
1970s and after as a result of declassification of British Gover- 
nment records under the 30 year rule and were, therefore, not pre- 
sented as evidence before either the Shah-Nawaz Committee or the 
Khosla Commission. 

Dr. Yoshimi's version of events also varies between three 
depositions he made on the subject. A chart highlighting these 
are also enclosed herewith. Further more, there does not appear 
to be any domumentary evidence of a plance crash having taken place 
at Taihoku on 1B-B-1945. Besides, the cremation certificate said 
to be connected with Netaji’s body is, strangely, in the name of 
a Ichiro Okura " a non-staff member of the Japanese Armed Forces". 
The birth day of the deceased in the certificate is given as 9th 
April, 1900. Netaji was born on 23-1-1897. Also, the cause of 
death is given as a "heart-attack". If Dr. Yoshimi’s statement 
is correct, Netaji could onlyhave died of third degree burns. 

The date of death in the certificate is given as 19-8-1945. 

According to Dr. Yoshimi, Netaji died on the night, August 18-8-1945. 
It has never been satisfactorily explained how the cremation 
certificate in question had any link with Netaji. If the intention 
of the then Japanese authorities was to conceal the story of 
Netaji 's death, this did not tally with the Japanese Government's 
official announcement of his demise to the world. 

P. C. Kar, an, official in the Governor's House in Bengal 
when R. G. Casey was the Governor, claimed that the monitoring 
service at the Governor's House picked up three broadcasts of 
Netaji on the 31 metre band in December, 1945 and January and 
February, 1946. A note on this item was put up before Mr. Casey. 

This may be verified from records existing either with the 
Government of India or the official Records Office in Britain. 
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On 22-7-1946 Khurshed Naoroji, one of Mahatma Gandhi's 
Secretaries, replying to a letter from Louis Fischer to Gandhi ji, 

: remarked : "At heart the Indian Army is sympathetic with the 
Indian National Army (INA). If Bose comes with the help of Russia 
neither Gandhiji nor the Congress will be able to reason with the 
country." It is intriguing that almost a year after the reported 
air crash at Taihoku, Gandhiji' s camp were apprehending Netaji's 
return to India from the Soviet Union instead of being convinced 
of his death. A photo copy of the original hand-written letter by 
Shri Naoroji is also enclosed herewith. 

As late as February, 1954 the American magazine "National 
Republic" carried an article by Elliot Erikson .which asserted : 
"There is a strong possibility that Bose is alive. Numerous people 
report seeing him after his death, including a nurse in a Field 
Hospital who treated him for minor injuries. His body was never 
found and Allied Intelligence officials could find no evidence 
that he died in the wreckage of the plane he was supposed to have 
fallen in" . 

The British Government's conclusions on the crash incident 
was : "Bose had been trying to persuade the Japanese to allow him 
to go to Manchuria since October, 1944. Reference should be made 
to ( Japanese Intelligence) Hikari Kikan's telegram at the time 
Bose arrived in Siagon. General Isoda (Chief of Hikari Kikan) 
was also there, and this fact may be significant that there was a 
plan on the part of Hikari Kikan to allow Bose to escape and to 
publish a false story regarding his death. This would have been 

the ideal place for Isoda to put into operation any such plan 

these are part of a colossal and well executed deception manoeuvre. 


This file of Telegrams (left behind by the Japanese) along with 
numerous other documents must have been pruposely left for the 
British to find them" <H. Q. Main File 10 Misc/ I NA-273/Sub : Subhas 
Chandra Bose Page - 10), 

Netaji's plan to go to Soviet Union after the War was also 
confirmed by Col. Tada of the Japanese South East Asia Command, 
whose statement was produced before the Kbosla Commission. Col. 

Tada said : "After end of the War when Japan surrendered. Field 
Marshal "Terauchi (Supreme Commander Japanese SEA Command) took all 
responsibility to help Netaji and asked him (Tada) to go to Kaka 
Bose (His Excellency Bose) and tell him to reach Russian territory, - 
all help will be given to him. It was arranged that Chandra Bose 
will fly in the plane in which (Gen.) Shidei was going. Gen. Shidei 
will look after Chandra Bose up to Dairen and there after he (Bose) 
could fall back on is own resources to contact Russians. Japanese 
would announce to the world that Bose had disappeared from Dairen. 
That would absolve them of all responsibilities in the eyes of the 
Allies". 

E. Bhaskaran, Confidential Assistant to Netaji in Bangkok, who 
lives in Madras, corroborates that a message was sent by Netaji in 
1945 to the Japanese to convey to Moscow of his desire to go to 
the Soviet Union. Naeemur-Rahman , son of Habibur Rahman, who 
resides in Islamabad, claims that his father told him that he had 
accompanied Netaji on a visit to Tokyo two or three months before the 
alleged crash in course of such a meeting had taken place between 
Netaji and Soviet Ambassodor in Tokyo to finalise plans of the 
proposed trip to Russia. 

Documents on Netaji categorised as "top Secret" are in the 
possession of the USSR National Archives, according to Dr. E.S. 
Yurlova of the Soviet Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow. These 
may now be made available to genuinely interested parties in view 
of the prevailing policy of Glasnost in the Soviet Union. 



NATIONAL RE-PUBLIC 


( A monthly Magazine of fundamental Americanism - February, 1954) 
Jawaharlal _Nehru_and_the_Red_Threat to_I ndia_by _E11 iot_Erikson 

The Indian people are pretty much anti-west by experience 
as well as by propoganda. England was tor them the traditional 
enemy and oppressor. America had bases in India during the war 
and when mob-fighting broke out against the English, Americans 
became involved as a matter of course. To the Indian it is easy 
to picture American as simply the successor to the throne of English 
imperialism. Nehru, who knows the Indian mind well, undoubtedly 
thinks that a strong alliance with the west would mean a disaster. 

But the Communist world is able to put much pressure on him. 

The Military threat to India has been over-estimated especially by 

circles in the Indian Government, who would like American money 

without having to give up their present anti-American position. 

True, Tibet no longer exists as a buffer between the Sub-continent 

and China. Afganistan could fall in hours. But the Chinese or the 

Russian Military invasion still would have to ch&zzel itself 

through a handful of small bases and over rugged mountain roads. 

Armour would find its gasoline supplies hard to furnish and easy 

to block. Infantry could be bottled up in the Himalayas. 

* 

Already, English jets and facilities for maintaining -them 
exist in Pakistan. The fields could be swiftly filled with American 
Sabers and with tactical atomic bombs that could possibly make the 
Rusio-Chinese invasion of India, a debacle. 

The political threat is a different story. Perhaps a major 
element_in_the_mena c e is_the_mystery of_the supposedly dead leader 
Chandra Bose. 
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Durjng the wtr Chandra Bose; volunteered his services to the 
Japanese and led a liberation army which was supposed to help 
Nippon in its invasion of India. The army accomplished nothing 
but Chandra Bose increased his standing as a National hero, Before 
the war he was the Arch-priest of violence in the overthrow of the 
British. Despite the opposition of both Nehru and Gandhi.he got 
himself elected as leader of the Congress Party. 


Now, for this work with the Japanese Bose is consideed a hero 
by millions, who rioted in the abortive 1942 revolt against the 
British and who were put down with tanks, arms and tear gas. Countless 
families have but true pictures - those of Gandhi and Chandra Bose. 
Numerous Congress Party officials, even those who strongly opposed 
Chandra Bose and all he stands for, say that if the unpredictable 
rebel lived to-day, he, not Nehru, would rule India. 

There is a strong_possibility_that Be se_i s_al i ve^^ At the 

end of the War, when the Japanese front collapsed in Burma, Bose, if 
he showed himself, ran a great risk of being prosecuted as an 
international war-criminal. He was supposed to have escaped/from 
Burma by plane and died in a crash. 

Yet, numerous people report seeing him after his death, including 
a nurse in a field-hospital who treated him for minor injuries. 

His body was never found and Allied Intelligence_Off icials could 

findno evidence tha t_he died inthewreckageof _the planehe was 

supposed to have fallen in._ 

The rumour persists that he soon took another plane, this time 
to Yenan, the then Capital of Communist China. At that time India 
was not yet free and Bose could have been hunting for a new possible 
enemy of England, who would precipitate another war that might 
collapse the British Empire. World Communism would then be an 
exccellent candidate. 
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If Bose is still held prisoner in the Communist China, he could 
be strung as leader of a Red Liberation of India from Capitalism. 

The most strongly anti-communist Chinese leaders admit that if such 
an event happened, Indian resistance to China would collapse immediately. 

V 

The internal political threat is a more tangible menace than 
rumours about a dead man, but the geography of this treat is more 
important than the numbers. 

Before the last Elections Nehru adopted a moderate policy. 

He was quite strict in showing his neutrality and he always was 
a sincere believer of peace. In India proper, he talked socialism 
but listened attentively to his conservative advisers. He believed 
very strongly that China could be encouraged to break away from 
Moscow, if China saw it had a strong block of Asian friends to 
balance against the accidents. 

China seized Tibet and the Indian elections threatened his 
nation with near dissolution. Nehru had to insure support among his 
own people, and simultaneously to try as much internal peace as lie 
could from Moscow. 

From the Kremlin, India is perhaps more useful as a willing 
panda than an obvious chattel. Nehru undoubtedly gables that the 
pilot-hero will see if that way and Malenkov so far acts as if he 
does . 

If such is the true set of motives for Nehru's policy, does he 
gable correctly or by strengthening communism, does he lay the 
Ernerstone for his and India's political tomb". 
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Ausqabe Polltlk 

335/1949 


(lnternatlonaler Biographischer Pressdienst. 

(International Biographic Press Service). 

SUBHAS CHANDRA BA5U 

The fact is being gradually embodied from the contemporary events that 
Subhss Chandra Basu, the Indian Revolutionist, who was declared dead 
in an air-crash after the Second World- War, is waiting for an opportunity 
to hold his grip over the political back-ground of Asia. 

BABU BOSE i MANN HINTER DEN FRONTEN. (MAN BEHIND THE FRONT.) 

There has been a nuclear explosion by the side of India in October last, 
which is of a political nature and experimental only. But it has been inevit- 
ably resulted in. It came to be known within a few days by a radio announ- 
cement that Subhas Chandra Basu, the lost Indian Revolutionist, might 
deliver a speech over the Communist Radio of Peking. Of course, nothing 
has been heard after this mysterious announcement. But nobody said that 
he had a doubt that Shri Basu was actually alive. One thing more ; just 
at that time, when such a type of epochmaking political explosion took 
place at the north of Himalayas, Shri Nehru who was once a colleague 
and at present in opposition to 5hri Basu was found to be staying in Washing- 
ton at the Invitation of President Truman. Is this just a sudden event ? 
Most of the Americans hoped that Shri Nehru would keep himself mum 
about this. Shri Nehru ha3 done this. Of course he has said that he is 
ready to go to Moscow also if he be invited to go there. Did he understand 
from the outset of this Incident that this event wa3 a prologue for the 
advent of a man with a massive nuclear power ? As Lenin, in the revolu- 
tionary moment of 1917, reached Russia singling out Germany as his desti- 
nation, Shri Basu also has once more adopted that measure for the interest 
of India. 

It was this Basu who appeared in Tokyo directly within a year after his 
meeting with Hitler in May, 1942. The mystery how this dauntless expedition 
became possible in this war-ravaged Eastern Hemisphere of the world, 
has not yet come to light. But it was sure that Hitler had helped hith 
by providing longranged aeroplanes, U-Boats, Blockade-brakers and many 


other war-materials. Shrl Basu, perhaps, considered the U-Boat expedient 
for his journey. The way of his disappearance from India secretly, in 
January, 1941, was dangerous too. Only at the age of sixteen, school 
student Shri Basu had once left for the Himalayas as a lonely and helpless 
visitor and roamed about from temple to temple in search of the eternal 
truth. This anti-British man had acquired the art of disguise accurately, 
while he was a student at the University of Cambridge. During his stay 
in Vienna between 1932 and 1935, he had acquired the art of face make-up 
from an Indian residing abroad. A picture, entitled "The Tiger Df Ishonpur" 
was being prepared in Germany under the direction of that man at that 
time. This skill became useful to him, when, in February, 1941, he succeeded 
to reach Kabul with a view to meet the German Ambassador in Afghanistan 
throwing dust in the vigilant eyes of the Indo-British rulers, inspite of 
the warrant of arrest against him. At last the Italian Embassy assigned 
an Italian name to him and gave him a false passport as an Italian national. 

Ten years before this incident, he was once a guest of Mussolini during 

his journey from Vienna to Rome. But this time, he was eager to meet 

Hitler and Ribbentrop as soon as possible. His first destination was Berlin. 
He crossed the border of Germany as an assistant of a German Engineer 
end arranged for visiting Moscow as a foreign tourist. The journey to 

Moscow through the Caucasus was decided, be It well or worse. The Indian 
Shri Basu did not know Italian but could understand Russian a little. But 
the Soviet people thought him to be a veteran through his gesture and 
posture. He did not utter a single word in the Passport Department and 
had spent a week in a confortabie room of a train taking, tea, milk, vodka 
and a large amount of beef. This was a matter of immense mental strength 
for a Caste-Hindu like him. But nothing such was improper to the supersti- 
tion-less revolutionist Shri Basu. It was known to the Russians that he 
deeply studied Bolshevism as well as Facism. And both Mussolini and Stalin 
were his ideals. So, Kremlin greeted him warmiy. Not a single word 
was uttered against him from Moscow, when he extended his su[ port to 

Hitler and the Japanese. In the summer of 1933, he pronounced that no 
Asian could lend his support in favour of the Nazi Policy. But in 1942, 
when he put forward the proposal for the freedom-movement to the nation, 
he was convinced that Germany and Japan, the enemy of the British, would 
naturally lend their support to the Indians fighting for freedom. 



But he did not find days well in Berlin. He went on waiting for months 
in the secluded room of a hotel with the hope to get some response. But 
he became utterly disappointed when he saw that the Soviet Union was 
attacked by war-monger Hitler. He remarked, "In this world war, this 
event is the gross error". Shrl Basu then put some faith in Japan only. 
The participation of Japan In the Second World War suddenly brought about 
an unimaginable change In the South-East Asia, and, Shri Basu had played 
a great role in this political game of the world. He invaded Singapore 
and formed the Indian Revolutionary Government there. Accompanied 
by the Azad Hindu Fauz equipped with Japanese arms and ammunitions, 
he marched towards India through Burma. This was well-known to him, 
as he had passed through It as a Prisoner many times on his way to the 
Mandalay Jail. 

This Revolutionary Army marching towards the Indian border had not been 
taken by the Indians as traitors, rather, was welcomed as heroes. And 
their 'Leader' was Shri Basu himself. 

There is a proverb in India, "A person who is declared dead before his 
death jets a prolonged life". There was, beforehand, a news at the outset 
of the last war, that Shri Basu had died in an air-crash. This False-News 
brought a lot of garlands and condolence- letters to the family of this man, 
who was already officially declared as a traitor, from every corner of 
the country. In spite of this, Gandhi could not agree with Mr. Nehru, 
the then leader of India, on this discussion. Gandhi remarked about this 
dangerous man that, "Whatever he may be, he 1 b not an enemy of our 
country. He has helped to a great extent to get the freedom - movement 
advanced". Having heard this sad news in April, 1942, Gandhi wrote in 
a condolent letter to the mother of Shri Basu, "He is the great and heroic 
son of India". But after a few days, hie voice was heard over radio. 

Shri Basu has been again announced to be dead after the Second World 
War. This announcement is also the result of the joint proclamation of 
the Government and the Enquiry Commission of the Allied Powers. Though 
in a Broadcast from Tokyo, it has been announced that Shri Basu was woun- 
ded and was later dead in an air-crash on his way to Formosa from the 
Taihoko airport, none In the world has paid any heed to this news. No 
one in India has at all believed it. On 21st October, 1946, after a year 


of t! la accident, the inquiry Commission of the Allied Powers proclaimed 
the decision that Shrl Basu had actually passed away on 18th August, 1945, 
In a military hospital In Formosa. But man like Gandhi declared later, 
that, according to their views, Shrl Basu was still alive. The Government 
of India said that they could not declare Shrl Basu to be dead. The elder 
brother of Shri Basu has remarked at a Notional Conference of India, "1 
know nothing about thlB". No news was collected from the citizens of 
Japan who were in Tokyo, till the day when the American soldiers entered 
Tokyo. The bodyguard of Shri Basu saw a large and mysterious box with 
him on the day of his last departure. 

No one has seen the body to be burning. Many experienced men of the 
Eaat-Asia know that Japan announced many eminent persons to be "dead 
by air- crash" at the time of surrender. Subhas Chandra Basu, at the age 
of fifty, was man with good health, psychologically strong and a fore-seeing 
politician. Immediately after his joining with the Japanese, he had a doubt 
as to the result on the joint expedition of the Japanese army and his army. 
It can not be ignored that this strong and foreseeing man did not think 
for future. Was it now known to him how Moscow would utilise the Renai- 
ssance of Nationalism in Asia in the greater political game at present 
or in future ? 

In 1945, when a chaos was prevailing over the whole of Chin-’ -n the victory 
of the Allied Powers, he could have easily enter into the Soviet Border 
In exchange of Immense gold kept with him and leave for Moscow in a 
special plane to keep himself underground in a lonely place there. Then 
what does the news about his secret journey by a Steamer to Irish Free 
State mean, of which the British Port-authorities were not at all aware, 
yet Mr. Galahar, the leader of the British Communist Party has referred 
to on the occasion of a discussion on the freedom- movement of India ? 

Millions of people in India still believe that there will be a change after 
an epoch, the result of which wilt make this country once more a heavenly 
one. BUDDHA- FACED, VETERAN YOGI SHRI BASU WILL, PERHAPS, 
ONCE BECOME THE FREEDOM-GIVER OF NOT ONLY INDIA BUT ALSO 
ASIA. 


\ 

n£> 
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Another Important event was hia journey to Switzerland. Lenin had himself 
In Switzerland. The people of the world know the political thoughts of 
Shrl Basu. 

His Immense influence has spread all over India. If he remains alive and 
that iG to be sure possible - the whole world, then, one day, will hear 
again his speech. 



28.10.1949 - INTERPRESS, INTERNATIONAL BIOGRAPHIC PRESS 

SERVICE. 

PUBLICATION CODE 335/1949. 


Copy of a letters from Khurshed Naoroji to Louis Fischer 

22 / 7/46 


Dear Fischer - 


I enclose a copy of Gandhiji 's letter, as desired by you. 

But please don't think that he is not with us. I have been 
with him since my release from prison and he put the cons- 
tructive Programme before the country which was overlooked 
by the working Committee when they decided on constitutional 
methods . 

Since the release of his colleagues of the Working Committee 
he has gone with them because they were not prepared to go 
with him but Gandhiji is essentially a man of action and 
when the time comes, he will take the country with him. 

The Socialists are merely implimenting the constructive 
programme in the light of present circumstances, We must 
go to the people and forge mass sanctions. The people want 
to know the shape of things to come. Grouping of the provinces 
or the question of sovereignty does not touch them, they want 
a plan. Let our leaders go to the Govt, sponsored Constituent 
Assembly and we remain with the people to share their joys and 
sorrows. When the time comes we shall be one. 

The Socialists do not want violence any more than does Gandhiji 
but what is practiced non-violence, we say nonkilling. We have 
to put non-violence in to practice and not just go talking of 
truth of non-violence. People want deals and not words. For 
twenty years we have talked on the ideal Govt, arid the practical 
stage for us today is Panchayat Raj . Our people are very patient 
but even their patience is wearing thin. All Congress and 
the nationist minded people are one but our headache is the 
I ndo-Anglo-Russ i ans . The foreign Govt, has built them up to 
fight the Congress and will have to deal with them now. They 
are going underground and if before the time the Allies (excluding 
Russia), have a scrap with Soviet Russia, India is not satisfied 


- 2 - 

with the results of the Constituent Assembly. She will go over 
entirely and absolutely to the enemies of the Allies. The Indian 
army (not the Indian National Army) i s no longer of the same 
temper as it was in the first world war. Besides the disaffection 
amongst the Indian officers and the rank and file, a revolutionary 
group has been working amongst them and they are pro-Russian. 

There have been many cases a court martial in the Indian army on 
individuals and platoons during the last war both in India and 
abroad. There have been mass desertions in the regular army and 
minor reaps in the N.W.F. Province at the beginning of the 
last war. 

At heart the Indian army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army. If Bose comes with the help of Russia neither Gandhiji nor 
the Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also 
Russia for propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country 
then there is no hope of any European alliance acceptable to 
India. Freedom for India under the aegis of Soviet Russia is 
no freedom for us: but it now rests with England to play fair 
by the people of India or be declared by us for ever as the enemy 
of India and of the Asiatics. There are other groups in north 
India pro-Russian, but after Russia joined the Allies they lost 
caster. However the bitterness towards the English is so great 
that Russia will again come into favour on the event of any disa- 
greement amongst the Allies. 

Gandhiji is not touched with the international reactions but 
we can't afford to neglect the signs of the time specially 
when it concerns our freedom. 


Yours , 
Khurshed 
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NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S BROADCAST AFTER THE ALLEGED AIR CRASH 


1. NETAJI' S MESSAGE : DECEMBER 26 , 1945 



" I am at present under the shelter of a great World Powers. 

'My heart is burning for India I will go to India on 

the crest of a Third World War. The Third World War is coming soon. It 

may come in ten years, or even earlier I will sit in 

judgement upon those who are trying my men at Red Fort." 

2. NETAJI* S MESSAGE : JANUARY 1. 1946 

" I am giving a very short speech about the Indian National 
week to India for my brothers and sisters in India. 

We must get freedom within two years. The British Imperialism 
is broken down and it must concede independence to India. India will 
not be free by means of "Non-violence". But 1 am quite respectful to 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi. 

The battle of freedom is not easy. But I can assure you that 
we will get freedom of India very soon. I know that many Indians are 
waiting for me. I am quite sure to be successful within two years. 

I have been informed against the news of the police firing at 
Calcutta. Many students are dead. My eyes were full of tears when I 
heard it. I know that man is mortal and the most glorious death is 
one when a person dies to save his own country. The Indians who shed 
their blood for freedom could not die. 

My first order to my revolutionary friends in India is that 
they will hold a great meeting to commemorate the martyrs on the 25th 
inst " . 



3. NETAJI'S MESSAGE : FE BRUARY, IU4U 


" THIS IS SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE SPEAKING, JAI HIND. IT IS FOR 
THE THIRD TIME I AM ADDRESSING MY INDIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
AFTER JAPAN'S SURRENDER. 

THE PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND IS GOING TO SEND MR. PETHICK 
LAWRENCE AND TWO OTHER MINISTERS FROM LONDON WITH NO OBJECT IN 
VIEW OTHER THAN LET THE BRITISH IMPERIALISM A PERMANENT SETTLEMENT 
FOR ALL MEANS TO SUCK THE TOTAL BLOOD OF INDIA. NOW, AMONG THESE 
THREE LONDONERS, ONE HAD TO GO BACK FROM INDIA WITH A BAFFLED HEART 
ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO. 

IT IS AS A SORT OF PRECAUTION, I AM ADVISING INDIANS NOT 
TO PAY ANY HEED TO THESE IMPOSTERS. I AM SURE THAT MR. PETHICK 
LAWRENCE WILL HAVE TO SUBMIT AN ADEQUATE EXPLANATION FOR ALL THE 
MISHAPS AND DISASTERS OF INDIA BY THIS TIME. THE UNDERLYING 
INTENTION OF THIS ENDEAVOUR BY THE THREE IS NOTHING BUT TO SET 
A NEW TRAP OF DEPENDENCE IN WHICH INDIA MAY FALL VERY SOON. SO 
MY EARNEST APPEAL TO THE INDIANS IS THAT THEY SHOULD IN NO CASE 
HEAR THEM BUT CONTINUE REVOLUTION AGAINST WHAT IS CONTRARY TO ACHIEVE 
FREEDOM. I THINK MANY OTHER VICEROYS AND MINISTERS WILL EMBARK 
ON INDIA WITH THE SAME MOTTO FOR KEEPING US IN THE DARK DAWN OF 
DEPENDENCE. BUT MY INDIANS SHOULD NEVER HEAR THEM. 

AGAIN I AM ANNOUNCING THAT WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD OF TWO YEARS 
INDIA WILL HAVE THE DAWN OF INDEPENDENCE. WE WILL HAVE COMPLETE 
FREEDOM BY THAT TIME AND I WILL ALSO COME BACK IN THE YEAR 1947. 

MANY OF THE INDIANS HAVE DECLARED ME AS THE ' NETAJ I 1 OF INDIA 
BUT I AM TELLING THEM THAT I AM NOTHING BUT AN HUMBLE SON LIKE 
OTHERS OF 'BHARAT MATA' AND AM NOT ALL WORTHY OF BEING THE SAME. 

THE BRITISH IMPERIALISM WILL HAVE ITS UTTER DESTRUCTION AND IT 
IS NOW COMMENCED. YOU SEE THEY HAVE COME DOWN TO UTTER SHAME BY 

KILLING OUR CHILDREN ONLY FOR HAVING THEIR IMPERIALISM STILL ABOVE. 


} 


ANNEXURC - 'A* 




TOP SECRET 4 SIGNALS OF HIKARI KIKAN REGARDING MOVEMENTS OF 

NFTAJI SUBHA5 CHANDRA DOSE 

SEATIC Section 
Intelligence Assault Unit. 

7th Ind Dlv SLF SIAM 


24th September, 194 3. 

Subject i Translation of messages for death of Bose found In a file of 
reports belonging to the HIKARI KIKAN. 

TOP SECRET" 

1. HIKARI KIKAN SIGNAL RE : "T" (TN i Bose) 

August 1 8 

To : OC HIKARI KIKAN 

FROM : Chief of Staff, Southern Army, 

Southern Army Signal 303. 

Today at 1700 hrs (17 Aug) 'T* with Lt. Gen Shidei 

and Others, left here for TOKYO VIA FORMOSA and DAIREN. 

Inform Indian Commuity of thl3 

Depending on circumstances, I expect to return in two or three days, 
(from OC KIKAN) 

2. TO i OC KIKAN 

FROM t Chief of Staff Southern Army. 

Southern Army Staff II Signet 66 20th Aug. "TOP SECRET" 

"T" while on the way to the capital, as a result of an accident to this 
Aircraft at TAIHOKU at 1400 hrs on the 18th was seriously Injured and 
died at midnight on the same date. His body has been flown to TOKYO 
by the Furmosan Army 

I have thanked the Formosan Army, fur their kindness. Further I have 
asked that proof of his death In the plane accident remains, photographs 
etc. - be collected 


As for the centre, I am getting Staff Officer TADA, who leaves SAIGON 
on the 20th to take up an appointment, to provide them with a detailed 
report. I wish secrecy to be maintained In handling the matLer. 

3. HIKARI KIKAN SIGNAL RE : "T" 

24 Aug. 1945 

TO : OC MALAY Branch (TN : not clear) 

OC SAIGON EMBARKATION POINT 
Chief of Staff, Southern Army. 

FROM: OC HIKARI KIKAN 

Re: Death of *T * please ensure that Indian communities are informed 
of the DOMEI despatch reporting 'T', death. 

Document 128 

4. HIKARI Message 1020 
27 Aug- 1945 

TO: CHIEF OF Staff, Southern Army 
FROM : OC HIKARI KIKAN 

Request urgently the report on the later progress of Col. 'HABIB RAHMAN'. 

N.B. These messages were found in the ordinary file In their proper place 
and numbered and docketed In the usual manner. There was nothing 
suspicious about them and they did not appear to be interpolations. 


Signals Nos. 4, 5, and 6 
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July 14, 1956, 

Bureau of Halth end Hygiene, 
Talpeii Municipal Office. (SEALED) 
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Phore: 3782260 


CHITTA BASU 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 




28, Gurudwara Rakabganj, 
Road, New Delhi- 110001 . 

//- 




C/IA 




S>V7 51 




This is to request you to kindly examine the aide-memoire and 
supporting documents being submitted herewith on the subject 
of Netaji's Subas Chandra Bose's alleged but still 

unestablished death following a plane crash and take action 

through appropriate government agencies to unravel this 
mystery once and for all. 

As you are aware, we, as a party, have over the past 46 years 
been demanding a conclusive probe into the above matter, 
particularly in view of the fact that the last officially 
stated position of the Government of India is a statement made 
in the Lok Sabha in 1978 by the then Prime Minister, Morarjee 
ViXltX Desai, wherein he rejected the findings of the 1956 Shah Nawaz 

' ^■'^Committee and the 197 4 Khosla Commission, both of which had 

^ decreed that Netaji died as a result of the air tragedy. 

^ ^ By virtue of British government records and other records, 

relating to the post-August 1945 period becoming public 
consequent to the two mentioned government ordered. inquiries, 
more materials have emerged to uestion the report of Netaji’s 
demise at Taihoku in 1945. A greater amount can be obtained 
from British, American, Japanese, Russian and Taiwanese 
sources and perhaps from our own files pertaining to the Nehru 
period. In view of the altered situation in Moscow, it may 
now be much easier to gain access to records there, which, 
according to Russian academics, do exist in the concerned 
archives . 
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The papers being placed before you will, we hope, convince 
you of the ur;geht need to unravel the mystery. Shri V.P. 
["Singh, when Prime Minister, had, following a meeting with our 
I party leaders, asked the External Affairs Ministry to collect 
Ithe available material from overseas. This effort could, 
[however, not be completed during the National Front 

vernment’s tenure in office. 


therefore, to request you to kindly revive the natter 
sue it further to unravel the mystery. 


Vi 

V . 
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/\ 
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With kind regards 

X Dm-4$h ** 


V 

* 




Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Hon'ble Prime Minister, 
Govt, of India, 

New Delhi . 
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Yours sincerely, 

Vx~3cU io, 

(CHITTA BASU) 
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Prim L Minister 



New Delhi 


April 4, 1992 


Dear Shri Chitta Basu, 



I have your letter of Uth February regarding Netaji. 
I have forwarded its enclosures to the Minister of State for 
External Affairs with the suggestion you have made In this 
regard. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



[P.V. Narasimha Rao] 


Shri Chitta Basu, MP 
28,Gurudwara Rakabganj Road 
New Delhi 
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Prime Minister 



* 


New Delhi 
April if, 1992 

Dear Shrl Chitta Basu, 

l have your letter of 11th February regarding Netaji. 
I have forwarded its enclosures to the Minister of State for 
External Affairs with the suggestion you have made in this 
regard. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

[P.V. Narasimha Rao] 



Shri Chitta Basu, MP 
28,Gurudwara Rakabganj Road 
New Delhi 



, Copy, tlong with & copy of the letter under reference 

forwtrded for sDproorifate action to the P.S. to P03 for 
Kxternsl Aff&irs. 


Anril 1j, 1992 


(Alok Prhstd) 
Director 


> 
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All India Subhasbadi Janata 


spTjrfcm : ^T^sr ffte, wtw^tTT-vs 


STRfhT : 


«rarar**' 


■ H <■•■ *****•■■ 




„ , 11.4.1992 




tf«l(Hl*miMlf Hit 


Respected Prime Minister Sh. Narsimha Rao 

m**- •***'■ -'**■ • 4fcT«l 


□ear Sir, 


krhiVo* , 

tioUt • 


Your office have received a letter from our 
respected president. (All India Subhash badi Sanata) 
on 7.2.92 in connection with Neta Ji Subhash Chandra 
Bose , 


Ue the members of All India Subhash badi 3anata 
and people of India do not believe that Neta Si Subhash 
Chandra Bose died (as declared by Govt, of India) because 
there is no any documentary proof available till date. 


\ym> 


So, you are requested to please give us time 
to meet you in your office to discuss the following* 


fo w 

V-i 


fa 


1. 

2 . 

3. 


Neta Si if died when, where and how. 
Neta Si alive, where is he now. 

Neta Si m if married when, where, & who 
witne sses. 


were the 



ALOK PRASAD 
DIRECTOR 






HUH *$} 

noon 


Prime Ministers Office 
New Delhi noon 


D.Q. No. 89o Jn 


Dated 4.5.92 


Dear Shri Sharma 




<\> 




I am writing to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of 11th April, 1992 ad dressed to the 
Prime Minister* You arm requested to kindly seek 
an appointment with MQS P Ministry of External 
Af f ai rs, 


Y our s sine er el y P 



Shri G-L- Sharma, 
DB 65 A, LIB Flats, 
Hari Nag ar. 

New Delhi* 


Copy to PS to MQS <EA> , MEA with a copy of 
the letter under reference- 



W TOT* 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 

?rf liooil 

NEW DELHI-110011 



r.s(m 


Forwarded to . . . Officer,. on..$oec la.l.PfttyCEA ) 


Ministry of External Affairs 


grr^fr farr sr % f^cr 

for appropriate action 

# snfer ?rff 1 1 
The Communications has not been 
acknowledged. 




STETR Tf^ft JTo <HT ?fo 


f*PTFP { 

Prime Minister’s Ofliee 





Dated I/ 6/92 
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PROF. SAMAR GUHA 

% lx* MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

/ (LOM SABHA) 


V 




v 
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Dear Prime Minister, */ ^i/ 

rou is\ not to 



9/2 CENTRmL PARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 

SPEED POST 

21 Hay 19y2 


This letter addressed to y< 


x any political purpose, but 
on the patriot ic mission to make a supreme effort by our Govt, to know 

r\ . mA' . 

what really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. r V J 

About 3 months before Pandit Nehru passed away he wrote to Suresh 
Chanadra Bose, an elder brother of Netaji, that *1 have no direct and 
precise proof of Neteji Subhas ^Chan dr a Bose's death *. Then again just a 
month before he breathed his last, Nehruji wrote to Amiya Nath Eos e a 
nephew of Netaji, '1 agree with you that something should be done to 
finalize the matter of the Netaji's death.' 

But so many years passed, this extremely poignant issue about Netaji's 
destiny, after fall of Japan, ramained hanging in uncertain haze* 

Perhaps, your Govt, unawaxily used the word 'Posthumously' while 
announcing Bharat Ratna in the name of Netaji. Administratively, the 
matter of 'disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose' still remained an 
op^n i ssue before the Govt, of India. 

^ ou ^ncw that in 1956 Pandit Jawhsrlal Nehru had set up Shah Nawaz 
^ Committee to 'inquire into the report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 
pa* death'. In 1970 the Govt, of Mrs. Indira Gandhi discarded the 'findings' 

’V' of the Shah Nawaz Committee while instituting 'Khosla Commission of judi- 

'y 

cial inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. 

For ttb king rany unsavoury remarks about Netaji in his Inquiry Report 
and for adopting some unethical steps before his report was placed in Lok 
Sabha, justice Khosla had to unconditionally apolozize once before the 
£alc ittg High Court and then again before Lok Sabha. Thus, the Chairman 
of the Qnc-m^h Inquiry Commission himself knocked out the very moral and 
legal basis of his Inquiry Report. 

On Sept 3, 1973, in reply to a debate raised by me in Lok Sabha Shri 
Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both Shah 
Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission (Document No.l). Morarjibhai then 
suggested an Investigative Inquiry to 'finalize' the issue of disappea- 
rance of Netaji instead of hold ing any f urther public inquiry. But he 
could 't work— out his suggestion for sudden political change. 

I took up the issue of instituting an Investigative Inquiry by a 
'High Level Expert Committee' with the Govt, of Shri V.P. Singh and there- 
after the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar. It was essentially because of the 
very patriotic initiative of the President of Indii in this regard 


I 


I 

PROF. 5AMAR GUHA 
Ex. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

i LOk SASHA) 

% 

mm n) 

Shri V.P. Singh agreed to 'look into the ratter*. However, it was the Govt, 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar, later, which took the decision to 'start an 
Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. 
(Document No . 2 ) . 

This decision was also possible because the President of India per- 
sonally asked Shri Chandra Sekhar to take up this pending patriotic issue 
for resolving the haze about Netaji's disappearance. 

But before the parameter, procedure and modality and the expert team 
of investigators could be decided upon political changes again stalled the 
proposed move for Neta j i-Inquir y . 

According to administrative traditidn and practice as generally 
followed in our system of Parliamentary democracy it now devolves on the 
present Govt, to work-out the decision of the previous Govt, to hold a 
'High Level Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. ' 

However, the moral and patriotic aspect of this task is no less impor- 
tant. You are a veteran freedom fighter and had many accessions to seeand 
meet the fiery Congress leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, before his epoch-making 
escape from the clutch of British Raj in 1941. I am sure you will feel the 
pulse of the urge of our unfulfilled national duty to know the truth what 
really happened to the greatest revolutionary hero of the struggle of our 
national liberation. The days of polit ical prejudices of the past Congress 
politics are now ever. Indian people will hail you as a great patriot if you 
take proper and effective steps to institute 'A high level Investigative 
Inquiry into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose* to 'finalise' 
the matter what Nehruji felt just a month before his death. 

'High Level Investigative Inquiry by an expert Committee' means to 
find out effective diplomatic ways for securing, searching, scanning and 
scrutinizing all facts, reports, documents and informations about NBtaji <. 
Subhas Chandra Bose in connection with the report of hi deatfci in the 
alleged aircrash and, alternately, his escape into Soviet Russia that are 
expected to be available with the Govts, of UK, Japan, USA, USSR and Taiwan. 

It is known that immediately after broadcast by Tokyo Radio on 23rd 
August 1945 about the reported death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose the 
Wavell Govt, of India, the S.E.Asia Allied Command under Adml. Mountbatten 
Hater Viceroy of India), Genl. Mac Arthur of the US Pacific Army had set- 
up three separate inquiriea to investigate about the truth behind the very 
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dubious report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death in the alleged aircrash. 
Soon after occupation of Farmosa in late 1945 by the Chiang-K i-Shekh Govt, 
the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify the report of 
5ubhas Chandra Bose's death in an 1 aircrash at Taipai (forner Taihoku). 

None of these inquiry reports have ever been published. 

The Reports that Netaji entered into former Soviet Russia soon after 
fall of Japan in 1945 for seeking asylum there have been variously commu- 
nicated by British intelligence sources to the Govt, of Wavell. The document 
of the Home Secretary of the Wavell Govt, published in 'Transfer of Power' 
42-47 the British Govt, in 1975 and the latest document in the form of a 
letter of Khurshed Behn, a very trusted disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, written 
in March 1946 to the US journalist Louis Fischer very recently found in 

ft* 

the 'Archive of the Princeton University of the USA' positively hinted 
Netaji's presence in Russia in 1 946 (Document No. 3). 

All these documents about disq? pearance of Netaji are expected to be 
found from the Govt, of UK, USA, Japan, Russia and Taiwan. 

Many other documents will be found from the internal sources of our 
Govt, and from the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission. 
There are other sources also. 

But to make the Investigative Inquiry a success it will require an 
initiative at the highest level by the Prime Minister and the Foreign Affairs 
office and formation of a team of highly experienced intelligence and 
judicial, legal experts to deal with all available documents, found extra 
rally and internally . 

A highest level contact with President Boris Yeltsin of Russia to pur- 
suade him to reveal all papers in possession of KGB of the Soviet Govt, is 
likely to resolve the riddle of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
This will be possible only if you take initiative to effectively approach 
the Russian President, Yeltsin. 

I met our President Shri H .Venkatraman , about a month before to request 
him to take up again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
about Netaji with you- He gracefully agreed to 'pursue the matter'. He asked 

me also to see you for the purpose. I was very eager to go to Delhi to 

explain to you all the background facts concerning the issue. But, by ill 

luck, I am very unwell to go to Delhi now. However, I hope to see our 

President and Prime Minister next month if God wills it. 


* 




* 


\ 
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Dear Narasimha Raojil I eagerly believe that you will take up the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a High Level Investiga- 
tive Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and fulfill 
a long unfulfilled task of our nation to our beloved Netaji. 

I am enclosing two articles recently published in the Statesman on 
the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji and the probability of 
Netaji's taking asylum in Russia. I am also sending my d oc urn ent ary book, 
'Netaji, Dead or Alive ?* dealing with all aspects of Netaji's disappea- 
rance after fall of Japan for your careful examination. 

I know you may not have time to go through this long letter and read 
my book. But I will make a request to you as an old colleague of yours in 
Lak 5abha and in the Privilege Committee and as one who had also a humble 
part in the freedom struggle of India as an younger associate of Netaji to 
kindly go through my letter including the enclosed documents and two 
articles p ers anally . 

I would further request you to give my book to any expert body to go 
through its scannig as did 5hri Morarji Desai in 1979. This book is wholly 
based on documents available from the sources of the Govt, of India. This 
book ## convinced a hyper-rigid man like Shri Morarji Desai about 

the necessity of instituting a(j Investigative Inquiry to reach a final 
conclusion about the hanging issue of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
JBose . 

With warm regards and namaskar , 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Kao 
Prime Minister of India 
oouth Bloc 
NEW DELHI 110011 

Enel: As stated. 

j 


Yours sincerely. 


( SAMAR GUHA ) 


% 


„ - i documents NO. I 

,hy 

The Book that Knocked Down 
the Findings of 
Shah Nawaz Committee 
And 

Khosia Commission 


Shri Morarji Dcsai 

The (hen Prime Minister of India 
Announced in Lok Sabtu 
no Scpcemhcr 3. 1978 : 


'*Skah ytiw az Committee ana 
Khosia Commission held the 
report of SetQji Sub has Chaniira 
Bose's death as true. Since 
then reasonable doubts hare 
been cast on the correctness 
reached in the two reports and 
various important contradictions 
in the testimony of the witnesses 
hare been noticed. Some 
further contemporary official 
documentary records hare also 
become available. In the light 
of those doubts and contradic- 
tions and those records t Govern- 
ment find it difficult to accept 
that the earlier conclusions are 
decisive." 

i 

*V may sometimes differ from 
t my hon friend Samar Guka but 

/ am ~ never doubt , even in my 
sleep , his* sincerity. / hare great 
admiration for the dedication 
with which he is pursuing the 


cause. 


* 


V , -g* U 

• f DOCUMENTS NkLf II 

Msr UT inft 

*TRU 

DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

March 26, 1991 


.-V 

Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 
addressed to Shri Devi Lai concerning high level 
investigation into "secret documents" on the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose- 
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Si 



2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has 
already initiated follow-up action in this regard. We 
are awaiting results to our enquiries. 


3. We shall keep you informed of any further 
developments. 

With kind regards, 


> 


Prof. Samar Guha , 
Ex-Member of Parliament, 
8/2, Central' Park, 

CALCUTTA - 700032 


Yours sincerely, 

/ 5 

( DIG VIJ A Y SINGH} 
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IS NETAJI DEAD? 

Tale Of Incomplete Inquiries 


W HILE conferring the 

Bin) rut Rntna on Subhas 
Chandra Bose, an llLconceived 
►move in itself t the Union Gov* 
eminent chose to describe it ns 
"posthumous". If the Govern- 
ment is so sure about Netaji’s 
death, why has it not let Indians 
know when, where and under 
what circumstances he died? 

The Government of Indira 
Gandhi discarded the findings of 
the Shah Nawaz committee while ' 
instituting the Khosia Commis- 
sion "to inquire into Netaji's dis- 
appearance" after the fall of 
Japan on August 15, 1945, The 
Morarji Desai Government, in 
its turn, rejected the findings of 
the Khosia commission in an of- 
ficial statement to the Lok Sab ha 
on September 3, 1978, Just a 
year ago, the Chandrq Shekhar 
Government decided to hold an 
"investigative inquiry" to solve 
the pending issue of "disappear- 
ance". How, then, can the pre- 
sent Government accept the 
"death" as a settled fact? 

RE-EXAMINATION 

While rejecting the findings of 
the rwo inquiries, Mr Desai 
argued that examination of all 
available documents would be 
more profitable than a fresh pub- 
lic inquiry, for the situation in 
the countries which had helped 
Netaji in all his activities,- 
changed radically after World 
War II, and the people who 
could give positive evidence on 
his movements at the time 'of the 
surrender of Japan were either 
dead oi not easily traceable. But, 
before such thinking could be 
transformed into concrete steps, 
the Morarji Desai Government 
wem out of power. 

What are the documents which 
can still provide positive dues to 
Netaji s whereabouts after the 
fall of Japan? After listening to 
the Tokyo broadcast on August 
23, 1945, about Netaji’s “death" 
in an air crash at Taihoku airfield 
on August 18, Lord Wavell, then 
Viceroy of India, wrote in his 
Diary: T wonder if the Japanese 
announcement that Sub has 
Chandra Bose's death in an air 
crash is true, I suspect it very 
much. It is just yj[M would be 
given out if he wanted to go 
underground". Similar suspi 
cions were shared by Britain and 
tl\e USA, Admiral Moumbatten 
of the South East Allied Com- 
mand, General MacArthur of 
the U,S. Pacific Army and the 
Waved administration of British 
India started three separate in- 
quiries to verify statements made 
in the broadcast. 

The report of Mount bat ten's 
inquiry was not published or 
made available to either the 
Shah Nawaz committee or the 
Khosia Commission. Only a few 
pages. of Mount batten's personal 
diary were produced before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee which 
rather strengthened die suspi- 
cion that news of Bose's death 
was no more than n "story" cir- 
culated by Japan. MacArthur’s ' 
inquiry report also remained a 
sealed document. The eminent 
jurist, Radhabinode PaJ t claimed 
to have learnt from his American 
colleague on the Tokyo War 
Criminal Trial that MacArthur’s 
report greatly disbelieved the 
story of Bose’s death. Findings 
of this two inquiries were very 
vital to ascertaining whether the 
Tokyo broadcast was accurate or 
not. Unfortunately, no effort 
was made at any time by any 
Indian Government to collect 
these inquiry reports from Bri- 
tain and the USA, 

As for the Wave!) inquiry, 


By SAMAR GUHA 

something was made known to 
the Shah Nawaz Committee un- 
officially confirming the * report 
of NetajPs death. The principal, 
investigative officer of. this in- 
quiry, B,C. Chakraborty, told 


/ T is Samar Guha*s contention 
that whether Sub has Chandra 
Bose died in an air crash at 
Taihoku on August 18 t 1945 „ has 
not been established conclusively. 
The former M.A wants the 
Union Government to examine 
all available documents with care . 


the Khosia Commission in the 
course of his evidence: "Colonel 
Habibur Rahman told lies and 
the Japanese concealed facts re- 

t arding the movement of Netaji 
ubhas Chandra Bose on August 
18, 1945, None of the British or 
Allied Command believed the 
information about Netaji’s death 
to be correct," The then Home 
Secretary of the Wavell Govern- 
ment also declined to accept the 
death report as true as has been 
revealed in his lengthy communi- 
cation to the Atlee Government 

P ublished among the + Transfer of 
ower documents in 1975, He 
hinted that Bose, in all probabili- 
ty, took shelter in Stalin’s 
Russia. 

Nehru did not allow the Shah 
Nawaz Committee to visit 
Taihoku in 1956 to hold an on- 
the-spot inquiry. But the Khosia 
Commission was permitted to do 
so. Although the Mayor of 
Taipei had conducted an .inquiry 
into the air crash. Justice Khosia 
refused to ask the Taiwan Gov- 
ernment for a copy of the report 
on the pica that since India had 
no diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, such a request would 
not be admissible. But Mr Swa- 
ran Singh, Minister for External 
Affairs of that time, denied in 
the Lok Snblin that any such in- 
struction had been issued to Jus- 
tice Khosia, This inquiry report 
was very important in the sense 
the investigation was made im- 
mediately after the occupation of 
Formosa by the Chinng Kai-shek 
administration ' in late 1 94J. 
According to a number of M.F.s 
who visited Taiwan, the Taipei 
Mayor told them that his inquiry 
did not elicit any proof of Bose’s 
death in an air crash. 

NO PROOF 

The first set of Japanese docu- 
ments produced before the Shall 1 
Nawaz Committee was extreme- 
ly dubious. There wer£ three 
photographs, one of an urn 
marked as carrying Bose's ashes, 
another of Colonel Habibur 
Rahman with his face bandaged 
and a third of a covered bundle 
indexed as containing the body 
of “Chandra Bose". If Japan 
could take three photographs, 
why did it fail to have one more 
of the uncovered body to con- 
vince everyone that Bose actual- 
ly died in the crash? 

A death certificate of "Chand- 
ra Bose", issued by the Taihoku 
municipality in 1945, was given 
by Japan to the Shah Nawaz 
Committee as evidence of his 
death. This was in Japanese 
script and, when deciphered, was 
found to have been issued in the 
name of a Japanese soldier, 
Ichiro Okuia, who did not die on 
August 18, 1945. Nor was the 
death due to burns but to heart 
failure. Both the Shah Nawaz 
Committee and the Khosia Com- 
mission neglected to make fur- 
ther inquiries into these docu- 
ments or to find other relevant 
material from Japan, ' 


Nehru remained impervious to 
suggestion about Netaji being in 
Russia although the 'intelli- 
gence Department of the Wavell 
Government" reported: v Subhas 
Chandra Bose wrote a letter to 
Nehru from Moscow seeking his 
help for his repatriation to 
India", As Prime Minister, 
Nehru made every effort to 
maintain very dose and friendly 
relations with the erstwhile 
Soviet Union. But neither he nor 
any of his successors tried to seek 
information on Netaji. Nor did 
the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
the Khosia Commission ask 
them to get in touch with the 
former Soviet authorities to ver- 
ify reports, 

It was known that , Nehru 
maintained a special file on 
Netaji. But the Shah Nawaz 
Committee or the -Khosia Com-, 
mission dared not ask the Gov- 
ernment to produce it. A cryptic 
note was found inside some of 
the official files supplied to the 
Khosia Commission, which con- 
tained a list of about 40 official 
files marked "either destroyed or 
missing", 

MISSING FILES 

One of them was mentioned as 
containing reports of "investiga- 
tions into circumstances leading 
to death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose", Another Prime Minis- 
ter’s file (12)26/56-PM) was also 
shown as “since destroyed". 
Why were so many official files 
"destroyed" and "missing"? 

A representation was made to 
the V.P, Singh Government for 
instituting a high-level "inves- 
tigative inquiry”. On June 7, 
1990. he wrote to me: Re- 

garding High Level Investigation 
Into secret documents on dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, believed to be 
available in USSR, U.K., Japan 
and USA, I have asked the 
Minister of External Affairs to 
look into this,,," But before any 

P ositive move could be initiated, 
is Government had to resign. 
The move for starting a fresh 
inquiry was revived soon after 
the Chandra Shekhar Govern- 
ment had been installed. The 
President extended his moral 
support to the move and, in a 
letter on January 29, 1991, his 
Joint Secretary informed me that 
“The President has taken up the 
subject with the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister has informed 
the President that the issue will 
be looked into.,," 

Finally, on March 26, 1991, 
thd Deputy Minister for External 
Affairs informed me, in a letter, 
of the Governments decision to 
institute “An Investigative In- 
quiry about the disappearance of 
Netaji", He wrote; ! Kindly refer 
to your letter on February 26, 
1991, addressed to Shri Devi L 0 ! 
concerning I ligh Level Investiga- 
tion into the secret documents on 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, I would like to 
assure you that Ministry has al- 
ready initiated the follow-up ac- 
tion m this regard. We are await- 
ing results of our inquiry. We 
shall keep you informed about 
any further development”. 
Again, before the parameter, 
procedure and modality of the H 
proposed "inquiry, the composi- 
tion of the investigating team 
and other details could be de- 
cided upon, the Government res- 
igned. 

It is now time for the P.V. 
Narasimha Rao Government to 
complete the inquiry. This is a 
sacred national duty which it 
should perform without any fal- 
tering or dithering. 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 

Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 


B ORIS Yeltsin is now the 
supreme champion of free* 
dom and democracy in Russia. 
He is naturally expected to be 
free from all Stalinist inhibitions 
and ruthless secrecy. The Indian 
people will now earnestly hope 
that the new Russian President 
wilt tell the Indian people what 
Russia knows about Netaji Sub* 
has Chandra Bose — the greatest 
revolutionary herb of Indian 
freedom. 

What really happened to Netaji 
still remains a mystery. The 
Government of Indira Gandhi 
discarded the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee while 
setting up the second inquiry 
commission under Justice Khos- 
la, The Khosla Commission's 
conclusions have also been re- 
jected by the Morarji Desai Gov* 
emment. In his statement in the 
Lok Sabha on September 3, 1970, 
the then Prime Minister ob- 
served: "Some contemporary re- 
cords have been available. In the 
light of doubts and contradic- 
tions and those records, the Gov- 
ernment finds it difficult to 
accept that the earlier conclu- 
sions (of the Shah Nawaz Com- 
mittee and the Khosla Commis- 
sion) are decisive 1 '. If so, then 
what ultimately happened to 
Netaji? 

After the fall of Japan in 
August 1945, Netaji, in all proba- 
bility* went to Russia. This is not 
just a sentimental belief or mere 
conjecture. Subhas Chandra 
Bose successfully managed to 
enter Russian territory via Man* 
churia under the camouflage of. 
the report of his air crash death 
on August 18, 1945, at Taihoku, 
now Taipei, in Taiwan. There is 
enough circumstantial evidence, 
documentary reports and other 
auxiliary testimonials to justify 
this conclusion. 

VERY FRIENDLY 

Bose's political attitude to- 
wards Russia was always very 
friendly. Indeed, after his escape 
'from India, Bose planned to go 
to Stalin's Russia. But Soviet 
hesitation at a very critical 
moment forced him to go to Hit- 
ler's Germany. Although tacti- 
cally Bose allied himself with the 
Axis Powers, yet he never made 
any adverse remark or acted at 
anytime against the Soviet Un- 
ion while waging his campaign 
against the British Raj. He even 
dared, while sitting in five very 
den of Hitler, to make strong 
comments, and that too in writ- 
ing, against the 1941 Nazi inva- 
sion of the USSR. 

After reaching South-east 
Asia, Bose maintained secret 
political links with Jacob Malik t 
the then Soviet Ambassador in 
i' Tokyo . Every senior member of 
Netaji'S Government told the 
Shah Nawaz Committee and the 
Khosla Commissioin that after 
the fall of Germany, Netaji's 
emissary contacted Malik. But 
what actually transpired bet- 
ween them is not known. Major- 
General Isoda, the chief of the 
Hlkari Kikan, the organization 
that liaisoned between the Gov- 
ernment of Japan and the set-up 
of Netaji* and all other important 
IN A witnesses, except Colonel 
Habibur Rahman, categorically 
told both the committee and, 
commission that after Japan's 
defeat, Netaji's destination was 
the Soviet Union. 

In this regard the most vital 
piece of information was given to 
Nehru's emissary, Mr Iyer, by 
Colonel Tada, who was entrusted 
by F. M. Terauchi, the Japanese 
chief of the S.-E, Command at 
Saigon, to plan and execute 
"Chandra Bose's” escape to the 
Soviet Union. The Shah Nawaz 
Committee could not record Col. 
Tada's evidence. Nehru secretly 
sent Mr Iyer* a former Propagan- 
da Minister of Netaji- s Govern- 
ment, in 1957 to ascertain the 
exact plan of Netaji, 

In his report to Nehru, Iyer 
noted the version of Colonel 
Tada: "When Japan surrendered, 
Terauchi took all responsibility 
to help Kaka Bose to reach Rus- 
sian territory. It was arranged 
that "Chandra Bose' would fly in 
a plane in which General Shedei 
was going (who was put in 
charge of the Manchurian Front 
after Russia declared war against 


By SAMAR GUHA 

Japan). General Shedei was to 
look after Chandra Bose up to 
Dairen and thereafter he could 
fall back on his own resources to 
contact Russia", Colonel Tada 
told Iyer that his plan was to 
convey Bose to Manchuria, 

In a statement in the Lok Sab* 
ha, Nehru read out $fily that por- 
tion of the report of Colonel Tada 
which supported the story of 


T HE author s{fts through the 
evlden ce s ugges ttng that 

Netaji did not die tn an alrcrash 
fn 1945 and that he took refuge in 
Statin's Russia Instead , He urges 
Mr Bods YefJStn to make public 
all thejacts which the KGB Jltes 
may contain on the episode , 


NeUyi's alrcrash death. But the 
other vital ports of his report, 
which confirmed Netgji's plan to 
go to the Soviet Union N were 
kept from the Lok ‘Sabha. The 
full facts came to be known only 
after the text of Mr Iyer's secret 
report to Nehru was placed be- 
fore the Khosla Commission in 
1970. 

A PORTION 

A portion of Mountbatlen's 
Diary was submitted before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee, in 
which it has been recorded that 
Mounthatten received secret 
communication from. Chunking 
after the Japanese broadcast of 
Bose's death. It stated: "The 
report of Director of Military In- 
telligence (DMI) posted in China 
informed Mountbatteh by tele- 
gram on October 17 t 1945 ... 
When Bose was preparing .to 
leave Saigon with his family by 
plane, Chinese intercepted 
Japanese message ordering Bose 
to separate from his family ... 
DMI's supposition is that though 
Bose's family were in the plane* 
that crashed, Bose was not 
there* ■, 

Another report by British In- 
telligence submitted to the 
Wavell Government in early 1946 
noted: "There is a secret report 
which says Nehru received a let- 
ter from Bose saying that he was 
in Russia and that he wanted to 
escape to India, The information 
alleges Gandhiji and Sarat Bose 
are also those who were aware of 
this". This report is also from the 
Government files placed before 
the Shah Nawaz Committee. 

Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who 
was a steno of Asaf Ali, then 
working as secretary to the INA 
Defence Council, told the Khosla 
Commission that on December 
26 or 27, 1945, he was asked by 
Nehru in five residency <pf Asaf 
Ali fo. make four copies pfa note 
which said: “Bose arrived today, 
August £4, 1945, at pairen at 1-30 
afternoon. Bose, along with Gen- 
eral Shedei, proceeded towards 
Russian territory. The jeep re- 
turned after about three hours", 
Nehru sent a copy of this letter 
with his own comments to the 
Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, 
which was also typed by Jain. 

British Intelligence made 
another very vital report to the 
Viceroy, Lord Wavell, that "on 
7th January, 1946, Pravda denied 
in strong terms that Bose was in 
Russia, Before this, however, 
Ghilazi Malang had been in 
touch with Bose in Russia and in 
December a report said 'that the 
Governor of Afgan province 
khost has been informed by the 
Russian Ambassador in Kabul 
that Bose was in Moscow. ... 
Maradoff, the Russian Vice-Con- 
sul in Teheran, disclosed in 
March (1946) that Bose is in 
Russia", (All these reports are 
from "Secret Government Files" 
submitted to the Khosla Com- 
missi on). 

However, the most startling re- 
velation came from the report of 
R. F. Mu die, the Home Member 
of the Viceroy's Council in 1945. 
After discussing a number of al- 
ternatives on how to deal with 
Bose, Mudie concluded in his 
long report to Lord Wavell: “In 
many ways the easiest course 
would be to leave him (Bose) 
where he is and not to ask for his 
release. He might, of course, be 
welcomed by the Russians". Mr 
Mudie's report was sent to Atlee 


and it was discussed and ap- 
proved by the British Cabinet. 

The whole report submitted by 
Mudie was published after 30 
years, in 1975, along with other 
documents in "The Transfer of 
Power". It,so positively asserted 
the fact of Bose’s going to the 
Soviet Union after the fake re- 
port of his death that it ought to 
have provoked the Indian Gov- 
ernment to inquire from the 
USSR the exact truth behind the 
British report of Bose's escape to 
Russia after the end of World 
War II. But New Delhi remained 
insensitively indifferent. 

While returning from Moscow 
after completing her term as the 
Indian Ambassador, Vijaylak- 
shmi Pandit told reporters at 
Bombay airport that she would 
reveal to the Indian people some- 
thing very sensational. The Press 
interpreted this as her personal 
knowledge about Netaji's pre- 
sence fn the Soviet Union. But 
after meeting Nehru in Delhi she 
completely sealed her lips. 
Again, when she refused to 
appear before the Khosla Com-'? 
mission, the commission en- : 
quired of her in writing whether 
she knew anything about Bose's 
presence in the Soviet Union. 
Mrs Pandit avoided a direct ans- 
wer by saying: "I have not met 
Subhas Babu after 1940". 

The historian R. C. Majumdar 
told Mr Morarji Desai, when the' 
latter was India's Prime* Minis- 
ter, that Dr Radhakrishnan had 
informed his friend Saroj Das of 
Calcutta University that he came 
to know that Bose had been kept 
in captivity in the USSR by Sta- 
lin. Dr M^jumdar communicated 
this information to others also 
and I came to know about it both 
from Morarjibhai and the histo- 
rian himself. 

AT HEART 

Dr Bhairab Rhattacharya, an 
Indian scientist in Princeton, 
found in the university archives 
a letter addressed to the Ameri- 
can journalist, Louis Fischer, in 
1946 by Khurshed Ben, one of 
the most trusted inmates of the 
Wardha Gandhi- Ashram. In her 
letter, she asked Fischer to pre- 
vail upon the U.S, President for 
exerting pressure on the British 
Government to concede immedi- 
ately freedom to India. She ad- 
ded: "At heart the Indian army is 
sympathetic with the Indian Na- 
tional Army (INA of Bose). If 
Bose comes with the help of 
Russia, neither Gandhiji nor the 
Congress will be able to reason 
with* the country* Also, (if) 
Russia, for propaganda pur- 
poses, declares itself an Asiatic 
country, then there is no hope of 
an European alliance acceptable 
to India”. 

This letter corroborates Gan- 
dhiji's knowledge about Netaji's 
going to the Soviet Union and it 
also explains why Gandhiji re- 
peatedly said in 1946: "I believe 
Subhas is alive". Even after the 
Red Fort Trial of INA men in 
1946, he told Colonel Habibur 
Rahman: "Habib, whatever you 
may tell me to the contrary, I still 
believe in my heart of hearts that 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is 
alive". AH the statements of 
Gandhi indirectly confirmed 
British Intelligence reports to 
Lord Wavell that Gandhiji was 
aware of Bose’s presence in the 
USSR, 

When Leonid Brezhnev visited 
India, I met him at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan on November 29, 1973, 
as leader of the Socialist Party in 
the Lok Sabha and presented a 
three- page memorandum in 
which was outlined the reasons 
why India believed that Bose 
was given, shelter by Stalin after 
he escaped to Siberia on August 
23, 1945. A request was made 
that Moscow reveal all the facts 
about Netaji, But no reply was 
rcce i ved ei th er f ro m Delhi or 
Moscow. After Mr Gorbachov 
came to power, another letter 
was sent to him on the same 
subject, which too went unans- 
wered. 

Now that the Soviet Union no 
longer exists, would it be too 
much to expect o leader like Mr 
Yeltsin to reveal all the facts 
about Subhas Chandra Bose, 
which may lie buried in the KGB 
files? 


J 


UK.ADVANT 

LEADER OF OPPOSITION 
LOK SABHA 


May 15, 1992. 


Dear Shri Narasimha Rao ji, 



Shri Samar Guha, our former Lok Sabha colleague, has written a 
letter to me {copy enclosed herewith ) urging that an enquiry be 
instituted to unravel the mystery of Netaji Subhash Bose's 
death . 


Shri Guha, himself a dedicated follower of Netaji, has been 
painstakingly pursuing this matter for decades. There have 
been two enquiries till now - the Shah Nawaz Committee enquiry 
and the Khosla Commission enquiry. On September 3, 1 978, 

Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai made a statement in 
Parliament in which he said that reasonable doubt had been 
cast on the findings of these two reports. 



1 Shri Guha has suggested a fresh investigative enquiry into the 
'{matter . This event, after all, is a very important page of 
Indian history . The greater the time lapse between the 
happening and the enquiry, the more difficult it would be to 
arrive at the truth . 

I commend Shri Guha's suggestion. I would be grateful if you 
can have this issue personally examined, and ensure that the 
needful is done . 


With kind regards. 


F Vi ‘5 Persona- bn. -i 1 * 

'YNO . + 

v7 / i 

U JE ' 


i 

fhri P. V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister of India* 
NEW DELHI . 


Yours sincerely , 

CAT" 


(L. K. ADVANI) 


C J/6, Pandara Park, New Delhi-110003 Phone-3782397 (Res.) 3017470 (Parliament) 
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pflQF. SAMAK bUHA 
X. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(LOK SASHA) 


My dear Adyaniji, 




8/2 CENTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 
5PELD P05T 


April 27/19y2 



I talked to you over phone about the issue of 'investigative Inquiry 
on disappearance of Netaj l Subhas Chandra Bose'. I expected to return to 
Delhi soon to give you all details about the issue personally. But un- 
fortunately, I have become very unwell^suddenly. * , 

1 am sending by Speed Post, as such, some relevant materials to you , 
including my documentary book ’Netaj i Dead or Alive 1 . As I know you, 

I believe^you will give proper importance to this letter. 

On March 26, I9yi the bovt. of Shri Chandra Sekhar formally announcea, 
in the form of a letter to me, about starting of an Investigative inquiry 
about Netaji. This was a logical outcome of a long process of the move- 
ment. in 1970 Mrs. Indira bandhi discarded the findings of the bhah 
Nawaz Inquiry held in 1 956, while instituting Khosla Commission in 1970 
for a fresh judicial inquiry on Neta j i. Un Sept J, iy78. Prime 
bhri Morarji Desai rejected the findings of both the Shah Nawa 
and the Khosla Commission on the floor of the Lok Sabha. 

Thus the issue of Neta j i Inquiry was reopened by the bovt. iteelf . 
Realising this, Mararjibhai suggested an Investigative inquiry instead 
of any further judicial inquiry, but, he had no time to finalize the 
proposal. 

After formation of the V.P. Singh bovt. 1 took up the issue again. 

Shri Singh agreea to take up the netter. But due to political change the 
issue of Netaji inquiry passed on to Shri Chandra Sekhar bovt. The bovt. 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar finally took the decision to hold an ’investigative 
inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Lhandra Bose. 1 Shri H.Venkat- 
raman, President of India, very patriotically extended has moral influence 
on both these Govts, for holding an Investigative inquiry on Netaji. 

The President gracefully responded to all my requests. 

Now, it oevolves on the Govt, of bhri Narasimha Kao to execute the 
decision of the Lhandra Sekhar Govt, on investigative inquiry abajt 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and set-up the parameters, 
procedure and modality of the investigation tor effective completion of 
the process uf inquiry, in consultation with the knowledgable persons. 
However, instead of taking up the decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt., 
the Govt, of Shri Narasimha Rao while announcing the ill-conceived 
Bharat Ratna in the name of Netaji it was reported to be a ’Posthumous 


Minis ter , 
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awsrd' to Netaji, - although the Govt, is not in a position to state posi- 
tively when, where and how Neta j i Subhas Chandra Bose died. 

Recently a number of very distinguished citizens of Calcutta and myself 
met the President of India, Shri R . Venkatraman , who assured us that he will 
again 'Persue the issue of the Investigative Inquiry on Netaji with the 
Prime Minister'. He asked us to directly approach Shri Narasimha Hao also. 

I am not in the Parliament now and know my present limitations. Now, 
only the leaders of the prominent parties and very particularly the recog- 
nised Opposition Party (BJP) and its leaders can play an effective role in 
this matter. 

If a lone man could force Mrs. Indira Gandhi to institute Khosla 
Judicial Commission, discarding her fatehr's decision, and thereafter, 
persuade an obsessive man like Shri Morarji Desai to reject both Shah Nawaz 
Committee and Khosla Commission and make him agree to institute a fresh 
Investigative Inquiry and now after 10 years could pursuade further the 
Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar to agree to accept the suggestion of the 
Morarji Govt., then I am convinced that the present 120-members strong 
Opposition Party with its powerful leader will certainly succeed to make 
Shri Narasimha Rao agree to implement the decision about Investigative 
Inquiry on Netaj i which has already been taken by his previous Govt. I have 
my faith in the spirit of nationalism and patriotic fervour of the BJP and 
its leader. I do believe that BJP leaders will take up the issue of 
Investigative Inquiry about the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
with all seriousness to finally know what really happened to Netaji, the 
greatest national hero of the struggle of our national liberation. 

Morally and as also according to Parliamentary practice, if BJP as the 
recognised Opposition Party take up the issue of Net a j i- Inqu ir y it will be 
extremely difficult for Shri Narasimha Rao not to agree tD it. This is such 
a sacred issue of our national gratitude to the Maha Kashtriya of modern 
India that neither the Prime Minister nor any Member of Parliament will 
dare to oppose the demand for a fresh Investigative Inquiry if the issue 
is raised by the Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha. I have my experience 
that while collecting signatures of about 400 M.P's for a Memorandum on 
Netaji no member of either the ruling party or the opposition could say 'no' 
to sign it I am sure that if the present Leader of Opposition raises 


the matter in the form of a Resolution in Lok Sabha during its present 
session, neither the ruling party nor any other opposition party will dare 
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to oppose this very sensitive patriotic move. 

I met bhri V.P. Singh, Shri Lhandra Sekhar and bhri b .R .Bommai, - all 
of them agreed to write letter to the Prime Minister. Shri Lhandra Sekhar 
appeared to take up the matter more seriously. However, according Parlia- 
mentary traditions as also because of the known patriotic background of 
the BJP if the Leader of the Opposition takes up the issue in the Parlia- 
ment it will achieve its objective most effectively. The situation, as 
it is now, is very favourable for BJP to win this patriotic Dattie for 
instituting a fresh Investigative Inquiry on disappearance of Netaji. I 
visualize, yes, from the inner core of the heart, - if BJP takes up the 
issue in right spirit it will emerge with a new glimmer of a new image 
after its success in instituting the investigative Inquiry on Netaji. 

Kindly permit me to suggest the following steps for the consideration 
of BJP, the recognised Opposition Party : 

ij Let a Memorandum be drafted and signed by 120 Lok Sabha and also 
Hajya Sabha BJP Members. Let this Memorandum be presented to the rrime 
Minister jointly by Sarvasree L.K.Advani, Atal Behari Bajpayee, Maharani 
Scindia, Sekendar Bakt and Dr. M.M.Joshi, the President of t he BJP. Such 
a move will have tremendous effect on the minds of the Indian people about 
the nationalist character of BJP. 

ii) Let two Motions be moved in Lok Sabha by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, - One, - for implementation of the decision of the Chandra Sekhar 
Govt, to start an Investigative Inquiry on disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, and two, asking the Gavt. of Russia to come out with all 
facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's going over to Russia in 1945 under 

the cover of the cooked-up story of his aircrash death at Taipai (Taihoku). 

| 

These two resolutions will have such national response that no party 
nor any member of the Parliament will dare to oppose it and all the laurels 
for such a patriotic move will be with the BJP. 

iii) Hold a massive Rally in thousands before the Russian Embas^ in 
New Delhi led by all the prominent leaders of the BJP to submit a Memorandum 
to the President of Russia, Baris Yeltsin, through the Russian Embassy in 
New Delhi, for disclosing all facts known to Russia about Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bosb's taking shelter in their country after the Jest Great War. 

iv ) Let BJP take the initiative to announce 'National Day' asking all 
the political parties and patriotic organisations to join it in demand of - 
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1. Institution of an Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji 
5ubhas Chandra Bose by the Govt, of India; and, 2. asking the bovt . of 


Russia to come out with all facts in their possession about Netaji Subhas 


Chandra Bose. If such a call is given by the BJP, the recognised Opposition 
Party in the Parliament, it will be difficult for the other political 
parties not to respond to it. 5uch a National Day will be, in a way, to 
ran ind the Indian people how the Govt, of Nehru betrayed Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, but tor whose supreme heroic exploits and supreme sacrifices 
India could not achieve freedom in 1 947. 

Yes, when Attlee was asked at Calcutta Raj Bhavan in mid fiftees by 
the then Governor of West Bengal, - 'Why after winning the last Great War 
the British decided to so precipitously to quit India ?' 

Prompt came the reply from Mr. Attlee, who pilotted .the Indian 
Independence Bill in the House of Common, - 'Because of the activities of 
5ubhas Chandra Boss'* Yes, 5ubhas Chandra Bose knocked down the traditional 
loyalty of the British Indian Army to the British Crown. It was the final 
reason for quitting India by the British Raj in 1947. 

Advanijil Is it not our national duty to know what really happened 
to Netaji, - the Man of Destiny of our Indian freedom ? 

May I humbly request you t o circulate this letter to the Members of 
the BJP Executive when it meets next in Gandhinagar in Gujrat. 

With best regards and namaskar, 

PS: Some documents are included* Yours sincerely, 



Shri Lai Krishna Advani — 4-*- 

Leader of the Opposition ( bAMAR GUHA ) 

Lok Sabha 
New Delhi 

Enclosures : 

Vi ^Letter to" Advoniji , Lead er nf^tho — Oppos it-ion. - 
2. Statement by Shri Morarji Desai. 

J. Letter of Shri Digvijay bingh, Deputy Minister of Lhandra Sekhar Govt. 
4. Book - 'Netaji - Dead or Alive 7* 

b. Article - on documentary proof and testimonials of Netaji's going 
to Russia after fall of Japan in 1945. 

6. Outlines of a draft of the Memorandum to be presented to the 
Prime Minister. 
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The Book that Knocked Down 
the Findings of 
Shah Nawaz Committee 
And 

Khosla Commission 


Shri Morarji Desai 

The then Prime Minister of India 
Announced in Lok Sabha 
on September 3, 1978 : 

"Shah Nawaz Committee and 
Khosla Commission held the 
report of Netaji Sub has Chandra 
Bose's death ' as true . Since 
(hen reasonable doubts hare 
been cast on the correctness 
reached in the two reports and 
various important contradictions 
m the testimony of the witnesses 
have been noticed. Some 
further contemporary official 
documentary records have also 
become available. In the light 
of those doubts and contradic- 
tions and those records , Govern- 
ment find it difficult to accept 
that die earlier conclusions are 
decisive" 

l *7 may sometimes differ from 

_ my hon- friend Samar Guha but 
/ cm never doubt , even in my 
sleep, his ''sincerity, I have great 
admiration ' for the dedication 
with which he is pursuing the 
cause f 
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DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

March 26, 1991 




jfHi- 


Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 
addressed to Shri Devi Lai concerning high level 
investigation into "secret documents" on the 
disappearance of Netaji Sub hash Chandra Bose. 


2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has 
already initiated follow-up action in this regard. We 
are awaiting results to our enquiries. 


3. We shall keep you informed of any further 
developments. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 


(DIGVUAY SINGH) 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

Ex -Member of Parliament, 

8/2, Central Park, 

CALCUTTA - 700032 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 


Did Stalin Harbour Netaji?/^ty) 

By SAMAR GUHA 
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ORIS Yellflin is now Uic Japan)* General Shedci was to 
supreme champion of free- look after Chandra Bose up to 


dom and democracy in Russia* 
He is naturally expected to be 
free from all Stalinist inhibitions 
and ruthless secrecy. The Indian 
people will now earnestly hope 
that the new Russian President 
will tell the Indian people what 
Russia knows about Netful Sub- 
has Chandra Bose — the greatest 
revolutionary hero of Indian 
freedom. 

What really happened to Netaji 
still remains a mystery. The 
Government of Indira Gandhi 
discarded the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee while 
setting up the second inquiry 
commission under Justice Khos- 
la, r The Khosla Commission's 
conclusions have also been re- 
jected by the Mnrarji Desal Gov- 
ernment. In his statement in the 
Lok Sabha on Septembers, 1978, 
ithe then Prime Minister ob- 
served: ‘‘Some contemporary re- 


Doiren and thereafter he could 
fall back on his own resources to 
contact Russia”. Colonel Tada 
told Iyer that his plan was to 
convey Bose to Manchuria. 

In a statement in t lhe Lok Sab- 
ha, Nehru read out only that por- 
tion of the report of Colonel Tada 
which supported the story of 


T HE author sifts through the 
evidence suggesting that 
Netqjt did not die in an aircrash 
fn J 945 rmd that he look refuge In 
Slcdftfs Russia instead , He urges 
Mr Bods Yeltsin to make public 
alt the /acts which the KGB files 
may contain on the episode, 


and it was discussed and ap- 

proved by the British Cabinet. 

The whole report submitted by 
Mudie was published after 30 
years, in 1975, along with other 
documents in "The Transfer of 
Power”. It, so positively asserted 
the fact of Bose's going to the 
Soviet Union after the fake re- 
port of his death that it ought to 
have provoked the Indian Gov- 
ernment to inquire from the 
USSR the exact truth behind the 
British report of Bose's escape to 
Russia after the end of World 
War II. But New Delhi remained 
insensitively indifferent. 

While returning from Moscow 
after completing her term as the 
Indian Ambassador, Vijaylak- 
shmi Pandit told reporters at , 
Bombay airport that she would 
reveal to the Indian people some- 
thing very sensational. The Press 
interpreted this as her personal 
knowledge about NetajfK pre- 
sence in the Soviet Union. But 


Netah’s aircrash death. But the 
other vital parts of his report, 

which confirmed Nelttffs plan to 

cords have been available. In the }° * he Soviet Uniom were after" meeting Nehru in Delhi she 
light of doubts and contradie- *ePt "?m S aorta. The com pt e ^ e iy sealed her lips. 

full facts came to be known only ^ - - 

after the text of Mr Iyer's secret 
report to Nehru was placed be- 
fore the Khosla Commission in 
1970, 


■lions and those records, the Gov- 
ernment finds it difficult to 
accept that the earlier conclu- 
sions (of the Shah Nawaz Com- 
mittee and the Khosla Com mis- 
sion) , are decisive”. If so, then 
what ultimately happened to 
Netaji? 

After the fall of Japan in 
August 1045, Netaji, in all proba- 
bility, went to Russia, This is not 
just a sentimental belief or mere 
conjecture* Subhas Chandra 
Bose successfully managed to 
enter Russian territory via Man- 
churia under the camouflage of. 
the report of his aircrash death 
on August 18, 1945, at Taihoku, 
now Taipei, in Taiwan. There is 
enough circumstantial evidence, 
documentary reports and other 
auxiliary testimonials to justify 
this conclusion. 

VERY FRIENDLY 

Bose's political attitude to- 
wards Russia was always very 
friendly. Indeed, after his escape 
from India, Bose planned to go 
to Stalin's Russia, But Soviet 
hesitation at a very critical 
moment forced him to go to Hit- 
ler's Germany. Although tacti- 
cally Bose allied himself with the 
Axis Powers, yet he never made 
any adverse remark or acted at 
anytime against the Soviet TJn- 


A PORTION 


Again, when site refused to 
appear before the Khosla Com- 1 
mission^ the commission en- 
quired of her in writing whether 
she knew anything about Bose's 
presence in the Soviet Union. 
Mrs Pandit avoided a direct ans- 
wer by saying: *T have not met- 
Subhas Babu after 1940", 

The historian R. C, Majumdar 


A portion of Mount batten's 
Diary was submitted before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee, in , , _ 
which it has been recorded that * nld Mr Mnraru Dcsai, when the 
Mounlbalton received suerwt atler wos India s Prime Minis- 
communication from, Chunking Rotlhak.rishnun luid 


after the Japanese broadcast of 
Base's death. It slated: "The 
report of Director of Military hi- 
tclligence (DM!) posted in China 
informed Mountbatteft by tele- 
gram on October 17, 1945 
When Bose was preparing to 
leave Saigon with his family by 
plane, Chinese intercepted 
Japanese message ordering Bose 
to separate from his family ... 
DMl's supposition is that though 
Hose's family were in the plane 
that crashed, Bose was not 
there”. 

Another report by British In- 
telligence submitted to the 
Wavell Government in early 1946 
noted; "There is a secret report 
which says Nehru received a let- 
ter from Bose saying that he was 
in Russia and that he wanted to 
escape to India, The information 
alleges Gandhiji and Sarat Bose 


informed his friend Saroj Das of 
Calcutta University that he came 
to know that Bose had been kept 
in captivity in the USSR by Sta- 
lin. Dr Majumdar communicated 
this information to others also 
and I came to know about it both [ 
from Morarjibhai and the histo - 1 
rian himself, 

AT HEART 

Dr Hhnirnb nhutluchorya, an 
Indian scientist In Princeton, 
found in the university archives 
a letter addressed to the Ameri- 
can journalist, Louis Fischer, in 
1946 by Khurshed Ben, one of 
the most trusted inmates of the 
Wardha Gandhi. Ashram. In her 
letter, she asked Fischer to pre- 
vail upon the U.S, President for 
exerting pressure on the British 
Government to concede immedi- 
ately freedom to India, She ad 


ion while waging his campaign are also those who were aware of ^ed: "At heart the Indian army is 

D hi tJT A mil i c fa nnH ic n 1 e rt tka . i , . . ' ■ , » ,1 . t . 


against the British Raj. He even 
dared, while sitting in the very 
den of Hitler, to make strong 
comments, and that too in writ- 
ing, against the 1941 Nazi inva- 
sion of the USSR. 

After reaching South-east 
Asia, Bose maintained secret 
political links with Jacob Malik, 
the then Soviet Ambassador in 


this". This report is also from the 
Government files placed before 
the Shah Nawaz Committee. 

Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who 
was a steno of Asuf Ali, then 
working as secretary to the INA 
Defence Council, told the Khosle 
Commission lluit on December 
26 or 27, 1945, he was asked by 
Nehru in the residence, ,of Asaf 


/Tokyo. Every senior member of, Ali to. moke four eppjes pf a note 
Netoji's Government told the which said: "Bose arrived today, 


sympathetic with the Indian Na- 
tional Army (INA of Bose). If 
Bose comes with the help of 
Russia, neither Gandhiji nor the 
Congress will be able in reason 
wllli* the country. Also, (jj) 
Russia, for propaganda pur- 
poses, declares itself an Asiatic 
country, then there is no hope uf 
an European alliance acceptable 
to India" 

This letter corroborates Gan- 


Shah Nawaz Committee and the August JN, 1945, at Dairen at 1-30 dhiji’s knowledge about Nclaji’s 


Khosla Commissioin that after 
the fall of Germany, Netaji's 
emissary contacted Malik. But 
what actually transpired bet- 
ween them Ik not known. Major- 
General Itioda, the chief of the 
Ilikari Kikan, the organization 
that liaisoned between the Gov- 
ernment of Japan and the set-up 
of Netaji, and all other important 
INA witnesses, except Colonel 
Habibur Rahman, categorically 
told both the committee and, 
commission that after Japan's 
defeat, Netaji’s destination was 
the Soviet Union. 

In this regard the most vital 
piece of information was given to 
Nehru’s emissary, Mr Iyer, by 
Colonel Tada, who was entrusted 
by F. M. Tcmuchl, the Japanese 
chief of the S,-K Command at 
Saigon, to plan and execute 
"Chandra Bose's" escape to the 
Soviet Union. The Shah Nawaz 
Committee could not record Col, 
Tada’s evidence. Nehru secretly 
sent Mr Iyer, a former Propagan- 
da Minister of Nctgji's Govern- 
ment, in 1957 to ascertain the 
exact plan of Netaji. 

In his report to Nehru, Iyer 
noted the version of Colonel 
Tada: "When Japan surrendered, 
Terauchl took all responsibility 
to help Kaka Bose to reach Rus- 
sian territory. It was arranged 
that 'Chandra Bose 1 Would fly in 
a plane in which General Shedci 
was going (who was put in 
charge of the Manchurian Front 
after Russia declared war against 


afternoon. Bose, along with Gen- 
eral Shedei, proceeded towards 
Russian territory. The jeep re- 
turned after about three hours”, 
Nehru sent a copy of this letter 
with his own comments to the 
Prime Minister, Clement Alice, 
which was also typed by Jain, 

British Intelligence mode 
another very vital report to the 
Viceroy, Lord Wavell, that "on 
7 tli January, 1946, Prnvda denied 
in strong terms that Bose was in 
Russia. Before this, however, 
Ghilazi Malang had been in 
touch with Bose in Russia and in 
December a report said 'that the 
Governor of Afgan province 
kliost has been informed by the 
Russian Ambassador In Kabul 
Dial Bobo wan hi Moscow, 

M a rad off, the Hu Bilan Vice-Con- 
sul in Teheran, disclosed in 
March 0946) that Bose is in 
Russia". (All these reports are 
from “Secret Government Files" 
submitted to the Khosla Com- 
mission). 

However, the most startling re- 
velation came from the report of 
R. F. Mudie, the Home Member 
of the Viceroy's Council in 1945. 
After discussing a number of al- 
ternatives on how to deal with 
Bose, Mudie concluded in his 
long report to Lord Wavell: “In 
many ways the easiest course 
would be to leave him (Bose) 
where he is and not to ask for his 
release. He might, of course, be 
welcomed by the Russians' '. Mr 
Muditfs report was sent to Alice 


going to the Soviet Union and it 
also explains why Gandhiji re- 
peatedly said in 1P*I6: "i believe 
Subhas is alive 11 . Even after the 
Red Fort Trial of INA men in 
1946, he told Colonel Habibur 
Rahman: “Habib, whatever you 
may tell me to the contrary, I still 
believe in my heart of hearts that 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is 
alive", All the statements of 
Gandhi indirectly confirmed 
British Intelligence reports to 
Lord Wavell that Gandhiji was 
aware of Bose’s presence in the 
USSR. 

When Leonid Brezhnev visited 
India, I met him at Rashtrapati 
Bhnvrni on November 29, 1973, 
as leader of the Socialist Parly in 
tJia Lok Subha and presented n 
three- page memorandum in 
which was outlined the reasons 
why India believed that Bose 
was given shelter by Stalin after 
he escaped to Siberia on August 
23, 1945. A request was made 
that Moscow reveal all the facts 
about Netaji, But no reply was 
received cither from Delhi or 
Moscow. After Mr Gorbachov 
came to power, another letter 
was sent to him on the same 
subject, which too went unans- 
wered. 

Now that the Soviet Union no 
longer exists, would it be too 
much to expect a leader like Mr 
Yeltsin to reveal all the facts 
about Subhas Chandra Bose, 
which may lie buried in the KGB 
files? 
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OUTLINE CF THE DRAFT MEMORANDUM FDR 
PRESENTING TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER 

Shri P * V « Waraeimha •' Rao •• ' v 

Prime Minister of India 

New Delhi • ’ 

Hear prime Minister, .. .. 

We hepe, you axe aware of the fact that the issue sf disappearance 
of Hetaji Sub ho a Chandra Ease remained unresolved far lest 47 years* 

In 1955 the Govs* of India hod sat up Shah Nawaz Committee to 
inquire into 'alleged death of raetaji Gubhos Chandra Bose 1 in the 
reported air crash at Tsihsku (Taipei) on August 18, (945* 

As the Shah Nawaz Committee* e report appeared unsatisfactory nearly 
350 Members of all-parties of tba Parliament appealed to the Gcvt. of 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi in 13£7 to appoint a fresh judicial Commission to 
inquire about Netaji*s discppeurence* Finally, in early 1970 one-man 
judicial Como ias ion* was sat up by the, Govt- ef Indira Gandhi *to 

* inquire into disappearance of Jiataji Subhae Chsndro Soso** Unfortunately, 
the Commission*!] proceedings were vitiated, by unjust activities of justice 
Khoalo fur which he lied to apologise once bqfars the Calcutta High Court 
and then again before Luk Sabha in early 1975* 

On Sapt 3, tho Gout, of Hararji Bernal rejected the findings of the 

• Shfirti Nawaz Committee dnd tha khaelD Comm isu ion by making a statemant on 

tho flour of Luk Sabha in reply to a long debate on tha report of the 
Uboalo Commission* - - « . v V . . 

*• Thus, the issue of inquiry about disappearance .of .Netaji was reopened 
by Ihu Government ot the Centra. Consequently, Shri Marar j i Uesai sugges- 
ted a flush * Investigative Inquiry* about , Metaji's disappearance. Because 
ef political change, however, it. could not ba materialised* 

After formation of the Govt* of Shri .U»P..S ingh and thereafter of 
Shri Chandra Sokhar, the is cue about the Investigative Inquiry about 
disappearance of. IJataji Subhes Chandra Doae.waa taken up successively 
with the Govt* of Shrl V.P. Singh and Shri Chandra Selehar* 

The President of Indio, Shri n * Venkatraman lent hie moral 3uppuxt 
to this move* Consoquontly , the Government of Shri V.P. Singh argued to 
take up the iaauti and finally it woo the Government of Shri Chandra 
Sekhar which announced on March 2C , 1991 'start in g * of a 'High Level 
investigative Inquiry into Disappearance of Netaji Subhaa Chandra ifoue* ( 
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This investigation was intended to go into the secret documents 
about tJetsji that are expected to bo available with the Governments of 
U.K, J.S.A, Taiwan and Japan and most importantly with ths Government 
of Russia* Many important documents aro also lying with the Government 
of India left by tha Government of Wavelland Mountbatten. 

Now the task of working out the decision of the Government of 
Shri Chandra Sekhor naturally devolved on your Government. We earnestly 
request you# therefore, to take up fcha issue of the proposed 
1 Invest igativs Inquiry about nataji Subhas Chandra Soso' 3 disappearance* • 
Fox this a *High Level expert Commit tea. I should be famed to go Into all 
the secret documents likely to bs available with the Governments of UK, 
USA, Taiwan, Japan and most vitally with Russia* 

For enabling proper searching and scrutiny of such international 
documents about Nstaji by an expert committee it . will ba necessary for 


the Prim© Minister of India ro take up this matter directly with thesa 
foreign Governments* 

bear Prims Minister! Tha issue of disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra liose noods to bo finalised to lot our countryman know what really 
happened to Meteji Subhas Chandra Bose* U© would, therefore, earnestly 
request you to t ?k'i \p the issue oi on ■ * inveotigetias inquiry into 
Disappearance of Mataji Subhas Chandra Bose* in consultation with persons 
who will be helpful to furnish necessary suggestion© for outlining the 
parametar, modality and other guidelines about this inquiry. 

He have no doubt that if oach a comprehensive Investigative Inquiry 
is made, tha hanging £j sue of what happened to Netaji con be finolly 
resolved to let our countrymen know what really happened to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra boas. Me bolisva, you will take up this patriotic task 
with all earnestness and expedition* . , * : /: ; 

With regards, 

• : Yours sincerely. 



Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
May 20, 1992 




Dear Advaniji, 

i have received your letter of May 15, 1992 
regarding the circumstances leading to the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 




[P.V. Narasimha Rao] 


Shri L.K. Advani, MP 
C 1/6, Pandara Park 
New Delhi 


June 1, 1992 


No . 87 0/ 1 1 / ?/ 1 6/92-POL 
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Cooy t along with a cony of the letter under 


*ence, forwarded for appropriate action to the 
5A) # Ministry of External Affairs. 



(Alok Prasad) 

Director 
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May 30, 1992. 
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As directed by the President, I am enclosing 
herewith copies of the following two communications 
for appropriate action: 

C i ) Letter dated 27.5.1992 from Prof. Samar 
Guhcjj Ex-MP, 8/2 Central Park, Calcutta 
regarding Net aji Subhas C hand ra Bose . 

(ii) Letter dated May 26, 1992 from Shr i S. R. Bomma i , 
President, Janata Dal, enclosing a copy 
of letter dated 21.4.92 from Prof. Samar 
Guha on the subject of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. * " 
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Respected Hast rapat 5 j i, ' 

Please accept my wan. Greetings on r r 


T 


May 27/1992 
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mission to China for revising the jolted bone of our ancieni Indo- 
Chinese friendship. 

When I had the privilege to meet you last time at Calcutta Kaj 
shaven alonywith tne other very distinguished persons of Calcutta 
you had been very kind to patriotically respond to our appeal to assure 
us that you will 'pursue the matter' of Investigative Inquiry about 
Qisappesrance of Netaji Subhas Lhandra Hose with the present Prime 
Minister, Shri F . V . Naras imha Hao. You had also advised us ? at that tims^ 
to approach the prime Minister from our side for the purpose. 

1 was very eager to go to Delhi to see you first and then 
Shri Narasimha t-taoj i in this connection. But unfortunately, I had to be 
hospitalized for' some ailments. Doctor is not allowing rre to travel 
Delhi immeoiat e ly . 

This is the reason why I have sent a letter to the prime Minister, 
ohri P . V. Naras imha rtaoji, by Speed Post^making a fervent appeal to 
him to implement the decision of the Chanora oekhar Govt, to start a 
'High Level Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. ' (A copy of the letter sent to the Prime Minister is 
enclosed ) . 

Shri L.K.Advani, Leader of the Opposition in Lpk Sabha has informea 
me that he has also written a letter to the Prime Minister making a 
request to him to 'personally examine' the issue of the urgency of 
holding Such an Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. I have been told by 
Shri Chanora Sekhar, Shri V .P .5 ingh and Leader of the Opposition in 
Kajya Sabha, Shri Jaypal Reddy that they will also write to the Prime 
Minister requesting him to hold an Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. 

However, it is my firm belief that Narasimha Naoji will certainly 
tee apply his mind to institute an adequate investigation about the 
issue of disappearance of Netaji if you personally urge him to take up 
the matter with all seriousness as it deserves. I do believe that after 
you personally take up the natter with him, Shri Narasimha Raoji will 
teel the deeper pulse of our unfulfilled national obligation to make an 
all out effort to unravel the mystery shrouding the fate of Netaji. 


RUF. SAMAR UUHA 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(LO& SABHA'j 
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In this connection I may draw your kind attention that if cur Prirre 
Minister approach the Russian President, Borris Yeltsin^at the highest 
level requesting him to disclose all facts, informations and documents 
that are available in the KGB files of the former Soviet bovt. about the 
Indian revolutionary Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and if the secret papers 
are revealed the riddle about the fate of Netaji is likely to be resolved 
in many ways , According to the reports from the British sources the Govt, 
of UK was almost convinced that Netaji took asylum in 5cv iet Russia after 
fall of Japan in August 1945. All the important Japanese witnssses, who 
appeared before both the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission 
unreservedly indicated that Netaji's destination^ after fall of Japan^ 


was Russia, 

Politically, c ire urns tan tialiy and psychologically the situation now 
seems to be very favourable for making such a request to the President of 
Russia by our Prime Minister which is likely to evoke positive response. 

I am anxiously watching if the Congress (I) will see the wisdom of 
requesting you to agree to remain in the office of the President of India 
for the second term. Many parochially interested politicians are creating 
s lot of confusion about the next incumbent for the highest constitutional 
office of Inc io without going deeper into the matter that the Pre aidant 
of India represents the highest dignity and authority of the nation. 

If the situation so happens that you will leave your office by next 
July then nobody is expected' to take up the issue of deta j i -i n qu ir y as 
‘earnestly as you did to finalize tha matter to let our countrymen know 
what ultimately happened to ihe Netaji of the Indien people . 

I - p o a a 1 to you in the name of God to see that Ghri Narasimha Raoji 

decides to institute a High Level Investigative Inquiry about disappearanc 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by an expert Committee. I invoke the name 

of God because Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was ao solute ly a spiritual man 

in his inner being and, os I know you, - you are also a men dedicated 

to the God. 

I hope my doctor will permit me to go to Delhi next month to pay my 
personal respect to yoj. 

With worm regards and namaskar, 


5hr i R.Venkatraman Yours sincerely, 

President of India 

Rastrapat i dhavan a 

New Delhi 110004 
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'RDF. SAMAR GUHA 
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Dear Prime Minister, 
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This letter addressed to you is not tor any political purpose, but 
on ; the patriot ic mission to make a supreme effort by our Govt, to know 
what really happened to Netaji bubhas Chandra Dose. 

About 3 months before Pandit Nehru passed away he wrote to Suresh 
Chan*dra Bose, an elder brother of Netaji, that 1 I have no direct and 
precise proof of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death’* Then again just a 
month before he breathed his last, Nehruji wrote to Amiya Nath Bose a 
nephew of Netaji, * l v agree with you that something should be done to 
finalize the matter of the Netaji's death.' 

But so many years passed, this extremely poignant issue about Netaji's 
destiny, after fall of Japan, remained hanging in uncertain haze. 

Perhaps, your Govt* unawarily used the word ' Posthumously 1 while 
announcing Bharat Ratna in the name of Netaji. Administratively, the 
matter of ’disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 1 still remained an 
□ pen issue before the Govt, of India. 

You know that in 1956 Pandit Jawharlal Nehru had set up Shah Nawaz 
Committee to ’inquire into the report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 
death 1 * In 1970 the Govt, of Mrs. Indira Gandhi discarded the 'findings' 
of the Shah Nawaz Committee while instituting 'Khosla Commission cf judi- 
cial inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boss'. 

For making mny unsavoury remarks about Netaji in his Inquiry Report 
and for adopting some unethical steps before his report was placed in Lok 
^Sabha, justice Khasla had to unconditionally apolozize once before the 
Calcutta High Court and then again before Lok Sabha. Thus, the Chairman 
of the one-man 1 Inquiry Commission himself knocked out the very moral and 
legal basis of his Inquiry Report. 

On Sept 3, 1970, in reply to a debate raised by me in Lok Sabha Shri 
Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both Shah 
Nawaz Committee and Khtosla Commission (Document No*l). Morarjibhai then 
suggested an Investigative Inquiry to ’finalize' the issue of disappea- 
rance of Netaji instead of holding any further public inquiry. But he 
could 't work-out his suggestion fox sudden political change. 

I took up the issue of instituting an Investigative Inquiry by a 
'High Level Expert Committee 1 with the Govt, of Shri V.P. Singh and there- 
after the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar. It was essentially because of the 
very patriotic initiative of the president of Ind ia in this regard 
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Shri V.P. Singh agreed to 'look into the natter 1 . However, it was the Govt* } 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar, later, which took the decision to ’start an 
Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chard ra Bose 1 , 
t Document No .2 ) . 

This decision was also possible because the President of India per- 
sonally asked Shri Chandra Sekhar to take up this pending patriotic issue 
for resolving the haze about Neta j i f s disappearance. 

But before the parameter, procedure and modality and the expert team 
of invest igators could be decided upon political changes again stalled the 
proposed move for Net a j i-Inquir y - 

According to administrative tradntion and practice as generally 
followed in our system of Parliamentary democracy it now devolves on the 
present Govt* to work-out the decision of the previous Govt* to hold a 
’High Level Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose . 1 

However, the moral and patriotic aspect of this task is no less impor- 
tant. You ere a veteran freedom fighter and had many occassions to seeand 
meet the fiery Congress leader, Subhas Chandra Bose^before his epoch-making 
escape from the clutch of British Raj in 1941. I am sure you will feel the 
pulse of the urge of cur unfulfilled national duty to know the truth what 
really happened to the greatest revolutionary hero of the struggle of our 
national liberation. The days of political prejudices of the past Congress 
politics are now ever. Indian people will hail you as a great patriot if ycu 
take proper and effective steps to institute f A high level Investigative 
Inquiry into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boss ' to ’finalise 1 
the matter what Mehruji felt just a month before his death. 

r High Level Investigative Inquiry by an expert Committee’ means to 
find out effective diplomatic ways for securing, searching, scanning and 
scry t in izin g ,all facts, reports, documents and informations about Netaji' 
5ubhas Chandra Bose in connection with the report of hi deatji in the 
alleged aircrash and, alternately, his escape into Soviet Russia that are 
expected to be available with the Govts, of UK, Japan, USA, USSR and Taiwan. 

It is known that immediately after broadcast by Tokyo Racio on 23rd 
August 1945 abou . the reported death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose the 
Way ell Govt, of indie, the 5. E .Asia Allied Command under Adml. Maun that ten 
Hater Viceroy of India)* Genl. Mac Arthur of the US Pacific Army had set- 
up three separate inqu ' nu to investigate about the truth behind uh^ very 
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dubious report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death in the alleged airerash- 
5oon, after occupation of Farmosa in late 1945 by the Chian g-K i-§hekh Govt* 
the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify the report of 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s death in the aircrash at Taipai (forner Taihoku)* 

None of these inquiry reports have ever been published* 

The Reports that Netaji entered into former Soviet Russia soon after 
fall of Japan in 1 945 for seeking asylum there have been variously commu~ 
nicated by British intelligence sources to the Govt- of Wavell. The document 
□f the Home Secretary of the Wavell Govt* published in 'Transfer of Power 1 
42-47 the British Govt, in 1975 and the latest document in the form of a 
letter of Khurshed Behn f a very trusted disciple of Mahatma Gandh i, wr it t en 
in March 1 946 to the U5 journalist Louis Fischer very recently f ound in 
the 'Archive of the Princeton University of the USA' positively hinted 
Netaji's presence in Russia in 1946 (Document Na . 3 ) * 

All these documents about disappearance of Netaji are expected to be 
found from the Govt, of UK, USA* Japan, Russia and Taiwan- 

Many other documents will be found from the internal sources of our 
Govt, and f rom the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission. 
There are other sources also. 

But to make the Investigative Inquiry a success it will require an 
initiative at the highest level by the Prime Minister and the Foreign Affairs 
office and formation of a team of highly experienced intelligence and 
judicial, legal experts to deal with all available documents, found extra 
nally and internally. 

A highest level contact with President Baris Yeltsin of Russia to pur- 
suade him to reveal all papers in possession of KGB of the Soviet Govt* is 
likely to resolve the riddle of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
This will be possible only if you take initiative to effectively approach 
the Russian President, Yeltsin. 

I met our President Shri H . Venkat roman , about a month before to request 
him to take up again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
about Netaji with you. He gracefully agreed to 'pursue the matter*. He asked 

me also to see you for the purpose, I was very eager to go to lelhi to 

explain to you all the background facts concerning the Issue. ?ut, by ill 

luck, I am very unv/ell to go to Delhi now. However, I hope to see our 

President and Prime Minister next month f Gad wills it. 
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Dear Naxasimha Raojil I eagerly believe that you will take up the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a High Level Investiga- 
tive Inquiry about disappearance of Neraji Sybhas Chandra Bose and fulfill 
a long unfulfilled task of our nation to our beloved Netaji. 

I am enclosing two articles recently published in the Statesman on 
the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji and the probability of 
Netaji 1 s taking asylum in Russia. I am also sending my documentary book, 
T Netaji, Dead or Alive 7* dealing with all aspects of Netaji's disappea- 
rance after fall of Japan for your careful examination. 

I know you may not have time to go through this long latter and read 
my book. But 1 will make a request to you as an old colleague of yours in 
Lok Sabha and in the Privilege Committee and as one who had also a humble 
part in the freedom struggle of India as an younger associate of Netaji to 
kindly go through my letter including the enclosed documents and two 
articles p er son ally . 

I would further request you to give my book to any expert body to go 
through its scannig as did Shri Morarji Desai in 1979. This book is wholly 
based on documents available from the sources of the Govt, of India* This 
book $3 ikihQ£§. convinced a hyper-rigid man like Shri Morarji Desai about 
the necessity of instituting an Investigative Inquiry to reach a final 
conclgsion about the hanging issue of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose . 

With warm regards and namask ai, 



Shri P . V , Maras imha Hao 
Prime Minister of Ind 5a 
South Bloc 
NEW DELHI 1 1 0D1 1 


Yours sincerely, 





( SAMAR GUHA ) 


Enel: As stated. 


Fhe Book that Knocked Down 
ibe Findings of 
Shah Nawaz Comminee 
And 

Khosta Commission 


Shri Morarji Desai 

Hie then Prime Minister oflndb 
Announced in Lok Sabtu 
oo September 3. 197# ■ 

"Shah S<r*aZ Comma lee aw 
Khosia Commission held :ht 
report of Setaji Sub has Charuirc 
Bose’s death us true. Since 
then reasonable doubts hare 
been cast on the correctness 
reached in the t^o reports and 
various Imp or tent contradiction! 
in the testimony of the witnesses 
hare been noticed. Some 
further contemporary official 
documentary records hare aka 
become area f able. In the li%ht 
of those doubts and coniradic- 
t ions and those records. Govern- 
mem find it difficult to accept 
that Ttie earlier conclusions are 
decisive 

■*/ may sometimes differ from 
mv hon. friend San tar Cuba bur 
/ can ^ never doubt, am in my 
sleep* his sincerity, / hare great 
admiration for the dedication 
with which he is pursuing the 
cause 
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DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 


March 26, 1991 



Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February , 1991 
addressed to Shri Devi Lai concerning high level 

investigation into 11 secret documents 11 on the 

disappearance of Netaji Sub hash Chandra Bose. 


2, 1 would like to assure you that this Ministry has 

already initiated follow-up action in this regard- We 
are awaiting results to our enquiries. 


— i 

3, We shall keep you informed of any further 

developments- 

With kind regards, 


Ycurs sincerely, 



( DIGVIJAY SINGH) 


Prcf. Samar Guha, 

Ex -Member of Parliament, 
8/2, Central Park, 
CALCUTTA - 700032 
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Tale . Of Incomplete Inquiries 

By SAMAR GUHA 


something was made known 10 
the ShnJi Nawaz Committee un- 
officially confirming I lie -report 
of Ntiuji's Ucmli. The principal 
investigative officer of this in- 
quiry, B.C CJinkmbcrty, roid 


/ T is Samar. Qttfm's contention 
tfmt whether Suhfms Ciumdru 
Base died in an tiir crash fit 
Tedkatm on August iS, lP45 y has 
not been established condusivety* 
The former M. P wants the 
Union Government to examine 
ail available documents with care 


. ... -V ■ 

y; Tl 

conferring the 
Dlnumi Rutmr bp Subbus 
Chandra Bose. an Ill-conceived 
move In iirelf, the Union Gov- 
ernment chose Lo describe it as 
“post humous 1 '. If the Govern- 
ment is so sure about Nefaji's 
death, wiry has it not let Indians 
know when, where and under 
whet circumstances he died? 

' - The Government oT Indira 
Gandhi discarded the findings of 
the Shah Nawaz comm it tee while" 
instituting the Khosla Commis- 
sion "to inquire into Neraji's dis- 
appear juice'' after the fail of 
Japan on August 15, 1943. Thei 
Morarji Dcsai Government, in 
its turn, rejected the findings of 
the Khosla com mission in nm of- 
ficial statement to the Lok Sabha 
pn September 5, 1978. Just a 
year ago, the Chandr^ Shekhar 
Government decided to hold an 
investigative inquiry" to solve 
the pending issue of ''disappear- 
ance". Moiv, then, can the pre- 
sent Government accent the 
death*’ as a settled fact? 

REEXAMINATION 
Wfj i le reject mg [ 1 ic fl ndl ngs o f re vented In Ids Icngl liy a »n m rmi - 

the fwo inquiries, Mr Dcsai — a u..„ ✓ ■™ * 

argued that examination of ail 
available documents would be 
more profitable than a fresh pub- 


the Khosla Com mission in (he 
course of bfs evidence: "Colonel 
Hablbur Rahman told lies and 
the Japanese concealed facts re- 
garding the movement of Nctnji 
Subhas Chandra Rose on August 
IK, 1945, None of the British or 
Allied Command believed jhe 
information about Netajl's death 
£n be correct." The then Home 
Secretary of the Wnvcll Govern- 
ment also declined lu accept the 
death repent m fine us has iTeen 


lie inquiry, for the situation in 
the countries which had helped 
Nctaji In all his activities, 
changed radically after World 
War If, and the people who 
could give positive evidence on 
his movements at die lime 'of the 
surrender of Japan were either 
dead or not easily traceable. But , 
before such thinking could be 
transformed into concrete steps, 
the Mornr/i DcsaE Government 
went out of power. 

What are [he documents which 
ern prill provide posit Eve clues to 
whcreffhoitli after the 
tali of Japan t Alter listening to 
[he Tokyo broadcast on August 
23. 1945, about Nmnji's "death'* 
in an air crash at Tnihoku airfield 
on August 1H, Lord Wnvell, then 
Viceroy of India, wrote in ins 
Diary: "J wonder if the Japanese 
announcement 1 that Sub) ms 

Charid;.* Bose's death in an air 
cmsli it true. J suspect it very 
much. It is just what would be 
given mil it Ire Wanted lo go 
underground *\ Similar suspi- 
cions were shared by Britain and 
tlye IJ.SA. Ad mi nil MOimtbniicn 
of the South Hast Allied Coin- 
maml. General MacAffhiir of 
die U.S. 1'udfic Aimy amJ tire 
Waved adminis tuition of British 
hr hr 1 ■ r, uteri three separate in* 


cadOn to the Alice Government 

f jubkshcd among the Transfer of 
'pwer documents iii 1975. He 

hinted Unit Bose, hi nil probabili- 
ty. took shelter in Stalin's. 
Russia, 

Nehru did not allow the Shah 
Nawaz Committee to visit 
Tniboku In !95fi to hold an on- 
the-spot inquiry. But the Khosla 
Commission wax permillcil In do 
so. Although the Mayor of 
Taipei had conducted an inquiry 
In In the air crash. Justice Klim la 
refused lo ask The Taiwan Gov- 
ernment for a copy of the report 
on the plea thill since Judin had 
no diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, such a request would 
not he admissible, But Mi Sw li- 
ra ii Singh, Mi nisi ci tor Externa! 
Affair? of that lime, denied in 
the Lok Subliii that any. such in- 
struction had been issued to Jus- 
tice Khoslu. T his inquiry report 
was very import mil in die sense 
die investigation was made im- 


Nehru remained impervious to 
suggestion iihoul Nctsiji being m 
Russia nil hough the "Intelli- 
gence Department nf the Wove!! 
Government 1 reported: "Subhns 
Chandra Bose wrote a letter to 
Nctiru from Moscow seeking J>R 
help for ln$ repatriation to 
India". As Prime Minister, 
Nehm made evciy effmt to 
maintain very close and friendly 
relations with the erstwhile 
Soviet Union, But neither lie nor 
any Of his successors tried to seek 
information on NclajE. Nor did. 
the Shah Nawnz Commit Ice and 
the Khosla Commission ask 
them to get in touch with the 
former Soviet nuthoiitics to ven- 
Ify reports. 

It was known that Nehru 
maintained a special file or! 
Natali. But the Shall Nawaz 
Committee or the Khosln Com- 
mission dared not ask the Cov- 
er nine id m produce it. A cryptic 
note was found/ inside some of 
the official files supplied lo the 
Khosln Commission, which eon- 
tumed a list of ubmit 4(1 official 
tiles trunked "cillicr ileslioycrl 
missing", 

MISSING FILES 

One of them was mentioned as 
tumid n mg reports of "investiga- 
liims into circumstances leading 
to death of Subhus Chandra 
Bose 11 . Another Prime Minis- 
ters file (12)2lj/5(W'M) was al .u 
shown as '‘since destroyed". 
Why ware so many oft lead tiles 
"destroyed** and "missing"? 

A representation was made lo 
the V.p. Singh {idvumment lor 
instituting a high-level "inves- 
tigative inquiry ", On June 7 
1991), he wrote lo me: Re- 

garding High Level Investigation 
into secret documents on dis- 
appearance of Neltijl HUbhas 
(.limitlm Bose, believed to he 
available in USSR, ILK., Japan 
and USA, l have asked (be 
Minister ot External Affnlts lo 
took into this.,." But before liny 
positive move Could he initiated, 
his Government lind to resign, 
he move foi start tug a fresh 



„ie investigation was .... 

mediately after the occupation of Jiupmv was revived tmnii alter 
Formosa by the Chump Kai-shek die Chandra Shekhar luiveiii- 
admumlTaiion Mu late \')4% »"snl had been installed Hie 


According lit a iimnbci of M l' ■ 
who visited Taiwan, the I'nipei 
Mayor told them that his inquiry 
did not elicit any proof nf Bore's 
death in an air crash. 

NO PROOF 

The fitst sel of Japanese doeu- 
ments punhised before lire Shald 


Nawaz CuinniRtcc was extiemc- 
verify Jtfltcmenis J^uuje jy (jiOiremn, ’i here, were three 
" ' t pliAdigrtipliit, otic hf an nm 
[ uf Mountbntrcn's mtuked as currying JJore A ashes, 
another of Colonel Jlabiiuir 
Rahman with hJl fni'r lumdngnl 
and a lldid of n eOVCied lujihlle 

Indexed as coiiiaining the body 

of "Clmodrji Bom:". If Japan 


-,i> not publislicd nr 
nmu*. ,jij*ilahlc to either Ihc 
^inih Nawa/ eiuMiiillloe or (he 
Khodn ( ommlwion. Only a Rw 
pntges of Mu tint hat ten's peiional 


diary were produced before the could lake three phntogrnph* 
SJinf] Nawaz Committee which w hy did It fail to have mu* more 
rather strengthened the suspi- , of the uncovered body to cun- 
ciuii that news of Dose's death yjoee everyone dint Bose aclunl- 
was no more than a "story 11 dr- : \y cjj.cd in [he crash? 

Culaced by Japan. Mac Arthur's 1 A death certificate of "Cliand- 
jnqui;y rejKiri also remained a rn puse''. Issued by the TaUioku 
sealed document. The tmitient inimidpaiiiy in 1945, was given 
jurist, Radhabinode TaJ, claimed by Japan lo the Shah Nawaz 
to have learnt from His American Committee as evidence of his 
-colleague on the Tokyo Wat death This was in Japanese 
Criminal Trial that MncArtliur's seiipi and. when deciphered, was 
report greatly disbelieved the found lo have been issued m me 
slory of Uant'f death. Findings name of a Japanese soldier. 


of tins :.vo inquiries were very 
vital to ascertaining whether Ihc 
Tokyo broadcast wni accurate or 
not, Unfortunately, no effort 
wt » made :it any lime by any 
Indian Government to collect 
f these Inqtrfry re pom from Bri- 
tain and fhe USA. 

As for fhe Wave! I inquiry. 


Ichiro Ok uni, who did mil die on 
August Ifl. 1945, Nm was the 
death due to bums but m bent I 
failure. Until ihc Shnh Nawaz 
Committee and the Klmsln Com* 
mission neglected In make fur- 
ther liiquiue* into tliesc docu- 
ments or to find other relevant 
material tiom Japan, 


Tresittent ex tender t his mornl 
snptHiit to the move ami. in a 
tetter on Jnnumy 29, 1991. his 
Joint Secretin y informed me Rial 
" Hie Fresitlriil lias taken up the 
subject with (lie I'liiur Ministei. 
1 he I'j ime Minister has informed 
the JhesideiU that the issue will 
lie looked into.,," 

Finally, on Muieh 2h. 1991. 
(he Deputy Minister l « m t-memat 
AHairs hummed hie, fu a letter, 
of the Cfovetiunenf’x (fecisfmi (o 
1 1 1 1 1 * t *■ "An invuMigalbe fn- 
tpiiry ahouf the disupi ’eat mure of 
Netiiji" Ue wioier *’ Kindly icier 
to yom fetter on l-elrriiniy 2<t, 
1991, addressed ro Moi Devi Lai 
concerning l ligli Level hiveitiga- 
(Um into [he secret ilocumenA un 
disiippca r’atiee of Ncuji 5u Lihsrs 
C'lumdrir Bore. J would like to 
assure you ilia< Ministry has al- 
ready hi el rated (lie JoJfow-up ac- 
tion m this regard. We arc n wail- 
ing results *?/ diii inquiry, Wc 
shall keep you informed about 
any further development". 
Again, before Ihc parameter, 
procedure and modality of the 
prof tt wed ' < i tt| utr y . t he com posi- 
tion of (lie in vex hgalbig team 
mid other derails could be de- 
cided upon, the Government res- 

igtteiT 

R is nmv (line for the P,V, 
Nitnislmfm Ran {imeiimtcnt (u 
complete the inquiry. This is a 
sticigtl tuifioual iluiy wldeh i< 
should perform witiuud any bil- 
leting or dithering 
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NSOLVED MYS'lLK* 

Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 

By SAMAR GUHA 

B OatS Yeltsin it now the Japan] Genera] Shedoi was to and it wus discussed and op 
supreme champion of free- look after Chandra Bose up to proved by the British Cablnel 
dum Hind democracy in Russia. Dairen and iboreufier he could The whole report fiibrnillcrniy 
lie td naturally tit peeled to he fall back on hi* own rejmirec* Iij Mnrlir wu* published uliur 
fiii: from all ££ toil ms l inhibitions cnnEacE Russia" Colonel Tado years, m HJ75, oJonj' u-ilh other 
and ruthless secrecy. The Indian told Iyer that his plan was lo documents in "The Transfer uf 
people will now earnestly hope convey Bose to Manchuria. Power' 1 It so positively asserted 

that the new Russian President In a statement in Ike Lok Sob the fuel t*r Buse s going the 

will tcEt ihe Indian people what ha. Nehru read out only Unit .par- Soviet Union after the fake re 
Itu&sia kriuwf about Neloji Sub- tion of the report ol Colonel Tudu port of luy dentil thiil il no«lii to 
has Chandra Bose — the greatest which supported the siory of have provoked the Indian (Inv- 
revojutipnury hero of Indian criimcnt lo inquire from the 

ini f 1 , ^ _ 4 . — — USSR the exact truth behind ihe 

Whai really happened to Ncloji rrvt£ wurhor tiffrs thtauaii hie British report of Bose s escape re 
iiill rcmMrj* a myitary, The J suggesting* th«t Husain after ihe end or W^i hi 

Govern me ii l of luJirn Gandhi Ntrlt ^ dfii div an ^ tyQi;i War II Bui Mew Delhr remained 
J:i? i d rJ d tha findings of the p ( $43 *,«/ that htr tvokrtfuuc hi injwnw lively inUilkmil 
M idi NnwaZ Committee while J lumatti Itmirttfi. He iiibej While m.io>i>iuh hum Moscow 

1 h l3i! lr> Mr Uorts YtUsitt to make public after completing her term as the 

com mlsnloii under Justice Khos* 0 p the fads which the KOU /Unit lncimn Ambassador, Vijoyluit 
iu - yie KhosLn Communion 1 may contain on the eotsotle. ■h.mi Pimdii told reporters at 

conclusions have also been re- _ _"_ ___ _ Bombay airport lhal flic wo u>d 

Jecled by 11 it- Murorjl Desni Gov* reveal to Ihe Indian peuplC some- 

crnmenl. In his statement In the . „ thf nit very st-nsoti a* oil The E*n*™ 

Lok Sabha on September a. lQ7a, Ne(*jt iSf »>H‘ r |frt|?J Ibis as her pei iomd 

[he then Prime Minister ob- Oliver n!i wL Hi ktww iib " ni Ni-hji's pre 

served: ' Some com temporary re which confirmed Nal^l sptan 10 eencc hi the SoviH Union (rei 
cords tuve been available. In ihe P ^ Suv^t Union., nflcr meehng Nehru in Delhi she 

hghL of doubts und comradjc- [? c P l f,om the Boh Sobhu The cmnpklvJ'y ieaW her linn 
lions and those records, lire Gov- Tull facts came tn be known only Af j nm _ viwn S j, e refused u, 
ornmcnl r.nds it diffteult lo fl Bcr the texi u r Mr Iyer * sei^et KppCiir before ihe Khusda C».i,- 
accept thal ihe earlier conciu- report lo Nehru was Priced be- ifie commission 

- - « f 0 re ihe KhosU Commission m ■ - ’- 


siuns (of the Shah Nawa; Com- 
mittee and the Khosfa Comrnrs- 1&7t * 
slonl are decisive 1 ', If so, then 
whril ufllmately^ jiap period lo ^ 

(he 


quired of her in writing wtiether 


Ncl^i? 

After 


she knew anything about Ilouc s 
.presence in the Soviet Union, 
l Pond4 ftkhided ^ direct uns- 

J_ wer by sayiriu T have not met 


thil conclusion. 

VERY FRIENDLY 

Buie's puli tic a I altitude lo- 
wards Buss Id was always very 


f A portion 

..... . A portion of Mo“^ftb*UqfiV ^ wyfhH - -*'1 have not met 

, t in f jt Itl - ,. pan . n Diary w as submiUcd before the fj3bu 

August 1045, Nelaji.in ail proba- gLi. Nawaz Commiitee in The historian it C. Majutudur 
biluy. went lo Busslo. This is not which It has been recorded that H a Mo . rar Jl Dtsai. when the 
just a cenUmenui belief or mere Mountboltcn received secret ,atlcf wl,i India's Prune Minis- 
cortjcciuro. Subhas Chandra comiminicathin from. Chunk Lojk lJial Hndhuki liilnum luul 
tiosu sLietH’KHftilly muEinged to n j ul3tmi .j 1 e Lruailcaai nf Informed hit h lemk Niirut Dim of 

enter Uusyltm lerrllory via Mon- Bose’s death Jt staled' ,H The Cnlcottn University thnl he came 
churifl under llie eamouflage of rf?Df . r i D r Dirr-ctor of Mdilarv In to know ihstDose had been kept 

,h T por '. h iL n , lrc ^ h ^' h K (DMOp^rf In Ch)Z !« “PHvIl* in the USSH b, SU- 

on August JB. 1W45. at 1 aihpku, j n f orm ^ Moimlballeh by lele Dr MkJumdar communicated 
now Taipei, in Taiwan, rhere is „ rnm Qn Q f j 0 ber 17 1S45 this information to others also 

enough circumstantial evidence, W1 , cn BoSe wflS preparing to jnd I comb to know about il both 
documentary reports ond other ica ^ Saigon with his family by f t™ MwadiWiM ond Ihe ht*\<y 
au x i h □ ry l as kmoma ] s lo ju alify lene Chinese intercepted rion himself 

Japanese message ordering Bose . r .. , T 

to depurate (Vom hia family .. Ai HLAK I 

DMI's supposilion Is that though o r Bhoirab Bhntlacharya. an 
Bose s family were in Ihe plane incllun scientist in Frimeinn. 

'hat crashed, Bose was nol found in the university archives 

friendly. Indeed, after his escape there. a loller addressed lo Ihe Aineri- 

from India, Bnse planned lo go Anolher report by British In- can journalist, huuis Fischer, in 
to Sialln’s Ftpssia. Bui Soviet teltiyencc submitted to ihe JDJG by Khurshed Hen, urn- uf 
hesitation at a very critical Wavell Government in early I9'l0 ihe mosl trusted inmates of lire 
moment forced him lo go to Hit- rmted: 'There is a act ret report vVardhd Gandhi Ashram In her 
ler'j Germany Although laclh which suys Nehru received a lei letter, she asked Fischer to pre 
cally Hvae allied himselfwith Ihe ler from Bose saying thal he was vail upon the U S President for 
Axis Powers, yet he never made In Russia and Ihet he wanted to exerting pressure un Ihe British 
any adverse remark oracled at escape lo India. The in form at inn Govern men l (b concede hnuiedi 
anytime against lha Soviet Ufi- alleges Gandhi}} and Snnil Bojic yUrly ficcdom to India She jui 
lun white wiighig ids eumpatgn are also IhOBO who were ftwiiio of dedi "At heart Hu- Indian cirmy la 
against the British nuj. He even Ihls^-TItis report is also from the sympathetic with (he Indian Nu 
dared, whlk silling in the very Government files placed before Uonol Army flNA nf Itnsei 11 
den of HElEer, (n niakc strong Ihe Shah Nawaz Commiftee, Bogp comes with the help uf 
comments, and that loo in writ- Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who Russia, neither Gandhiji nor Hie 
in e against the 1041 Nazi invo- was a steno of Asnf Ali, ihcn Congress will he able lo reason 
sion of the USSR. working os secretary lo the INA witir ihe country Also, (if) 

After reaching South-east Defence Council, (old the Khoslq Russia, fur propaganda pur- 
Asio llusc rnainluined secret Commission UuA on December poses, dec Ini us itself an A* 1:1 lie 
political links wilh Jacob Mnllk. 20 or 27, 1045, he was asked by country, then l here is nn hope of 
the then Soviet Ambassador in Nvhiii In Ihe residency, ftf Afiuf nn Furopuan nlliiince heecpUbtc 
Tokyo. Every senior member of. All fuur cpp|ea of a nqlc lo India '. 

Nebui's Govemmcnl told the which eaidi "Bose arrived today, This letter eorroba rules Gun 
Shah Nuwur Commitlee and the August JH. 1D45, at Duiren at l-3(J dhljl's knowledge about Nviuji » 
Khosla Commissioln thoi after afternoon. Bose, along with Gen- going in the Soviet Union and H 
Ihe fall of Germany, Nel«Ji J s eral Shade! . proceeded Inwards uito explains why Gandhiji re- 
emlssiiry eonlacied Malik. But Russian territory. Ilia jeep re- pt-aicdly said in Hf4G: "1 believe 
what a dually iron spired bet- turned after about throe hours’ Bubhns Is alive". Even after the 
ween Ihem ia not known. Major- Nehru sent a copy of Ibis letter Fort Trial uf IN A men m 

General Esnda, the chief of the with bis own comments 10 the jo-in, be lold Colonel Hnldbur 
Hikari Kiknn Ihe organization Prime Minister, Clemenl Atlce, Rahman: "Habib, whatever you 
that hoisonerf' between the Gov- which was also lypeci by Jain. m ay lell me to the contrary, 1 r id! 
eminent of Japan and the setup British Inlelligenoe made believe m my heart of luvirts thal 
or Netaji mid oil other important ana I her very vMal report lo Ihe NHiui Suhhns Chnmlrjj Bum- irt 
IMA wlLuessea exeeid Coloinil Vlcerny, I-iud Wnveli. Ihui "1111 epIIvc" Al) Ho' riinii-nu'iifu " 

I lubitmi 1 Knliiiiuii, 1 ifu-gyi kidly 7th Jmiiuny, IV ill, I VtmJu denied Ihmdhl Induedly Lunfunwd 
told both the eommlUto and in strung terms Ihot Bu*e wos in British Intelligent u port-; lo 
commission that after Japan s Russia. Before this however, Lord Waved that Cinulluj, was 
defeat NtiUn's destination was Ghllazi Malang had been in aware of Boe« £ presence in Ntc 
the Soviet Union. touch with Bose in Russia and in USSH 

In Ibis regard ihe most vital December 0 report sold (hat the When Leonid Bic/lmw visilcH 
piece of Information was given to Governor of Afgan province India, I met him at RoshtfOpaU 
Nehru’s emissary. Mr Iyer, by khoel has been informed by the JBhavan on November 29 . ItfriJ, 
Colonel Tadu who wus entrusted Rumslwn Ambusnador in Kabul as leader of the Social ill Party in 

by r M Tvrouchl, the Japanese that Bone whs In Moscow. ... the Unk Sank preneided o 

chief of Ihe S -E. Command at MaradofT, the Uusulun Vice-Con- ihn-u page memorandum m 
tu fihin and cxoculo sol in Teheran, disetoied In which was outlined the rensunu 
liSSSln BoW?" »cip« lo th! March H&4U) that Bose Is in why Jndia believed that Bose 
Soviet Union. T»» Shoh Nawaz gu»ai£ (AM these reports ore was given Heller by hUlm after 
rommlitee could not record Col. from 'Secret Government Flics juj escaped to Siberia on Auguftl 
Tado’s evidence Nehru s^crelly sob milted to the Khosla Com 2 k, IB4S A request wo a mm e 
sent Mr Iyer a former Pro pagan mission). thnl Moscow reveal all iho facts 

da Minister or Netqjt's Govern ilowever, the most startling re- obout NeU>jl But no reply wn* 

1 ment in IU57 to ascertain (he veJation came from the report of received either from Delhi or 
exact plan of Netaji R, F Mudic, the Home Member Moscow After Mr Oorhnchnv 

in hia rcDort to Nehru, Iyer of the Viceroy’s Council in HMD came to power, another inter 
noted" Ihe version of Colonel After discussing n number of nl was sent to him on the Iflmc 
TadJ ^ -When Japan slendered. UmaUvet on how In deal with subject, which loo went unana 
Terauchi took ell respoiislblllly Hose. Mudic com hulcd in hie wered t , 

In iiLdp KuIuj lln jo lo rciHh Bui long report tu Uurd Woveh: In Now llmlHsf bovjel U'M'^ ” 

Sian lerrilory. It was arranged many ways the easiest course longer exi-As, would it be l**«» 
that ’Chtndrei Bose’ would fly In would be to leuve him much to expect a leader like Mr 

a plane In which General Shedei where he is ami not to ask for his Yells n to reveal all he ti 
was going (who was put in relc&st/ He might, or course, be abouf Subhas Cimndni Bo .1 
charge of The Maif-hurian Front welcomed by She Russians Mr which may lie buried in tin- K( .11 
After Russia dec lared war against Mudie’s report was sent in Atlea ftlrs? 
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S.R. BOMMAI / "’ 
PRESIDENT 



JANATA DAL 


DAR PATEL BHAVAN , 7 JANTAR MANTAR ROAD, 
EW DELHI 110 001. PHONES : 3321833, 3321804 


May 26, 1992 


Dear Shri Venkataraman, 

I am sending herewith a letter dated 21-4-92 
alongwith enclosures, I have received from Prof. 

Samar Gu'na, ex-MP which speaks for itself. 

As you are well aware there are many in the 
country, including senior leaders like Prof. Guha, 
who genuinely believe that Netaj i Subash Chandra 
Bose is still alive and the reports to the contrary 
are either incorrect or untrue. I feel it is there- 
fore necessary that their apprehensions are set at 
rest once for all by a 'full and thorough revifew of the 
investigations already made or a fresh enquiry fully 
involving leaders like Prof. Guha in it. X do hope 
you would kindly have urgent steps taken in that 
direction. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri R .Venkata raman 
President, India 
?,a s ht r ap at i B ha wan 
Hew Delhi 


i 
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PROF. SAMAR GUHA 
EX- MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


8/2 Central Park 
Calcutta- 700 c 


My cear Bommaiji, 


April 



21 , 


19 9*. 


I returned from Delhi with much hope as you assured me 
to take up the case of 1 Invest ic at ive Inquiry about disappea- 
rance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 1 which was first taken 
up by the Govt, of Shri V.F* Singh and thereafter by 3hri 

Chandra S'-khar. 

} 

I would request you thus to: 


i. Write a letter to the President of India and the prime 
Minister to take up the issue of investigative Inquiry 

about Netaji that was already start eu by the two earlier Govts, 
of Shri V.F. Singh and shri Chandra-Sekhar . 

ii. Write to Shri Biju Patnaik and to shri Laloo Prasad 
Yadav for writing similar letters for Investigative Inquiry 
on Netaji to the President and the Prime Minister. 

iii Ask Shri Ram vilas Paswan and Shri Ja£pal Reddy to send 
joining Petitions by the Janata Dal members of Lok sabha xx 
and Tajya sabha to the Presicent and the Prime Minister for 
holding a proper Investigative Inquiry about Netaj i subhas 
Chandra Bose, as has been already announced by the Chandra 
Sekhar Govt. 


I would earnestly request you to sent copies of your 
letters to me for keeping myself acquainted with all the 
developments regarding this issue. 

With best wishes and namaskar. 


Shri 3.R. Borarnai 
President -Janata Dal 
7 Jantar Mantar ROat 
New Delhi-11 0 001 


Yours sincerely 
3 d/- 

l SAMAR GUHA) 


^S. NIJIUNGAPPA 

r ^EX -CHIEF MINISTER OF 
KARNATAKA 

3 July 92 








'VINAY' V.P. Extension 
CHITRADURGA-577501 
(Karnataka State) 

Phone t_2550 


if" 


Dear Prime Minister, 


I have enclosed for your kind consideration and 
necessary orders, the letter I have received dated 3rd 
June 1992 from Prof. Samar Guha, former member of Parl- 
iament regarding the necessity to find historical facts 
about the death of one of the illustrious, bravest, greatest 
freedom fighter and patriot who created history during 
the Indian freedom struggle specially during the war by 
his escaping from imprisonment and building up an Indian 
Army in Germany and Japan for the purpose. It has created 
glorious history. His death still remains a mystery as 
mischievous elements seem# to have created a story that 
he died in a plane burning accident whereas the fact seems 
to be he died long afterwards in Russia. Prof. Guha has 
taken the trouble to study the entire problem in detail 
and publish a book which is convincing. On reading it I 
wrote to Mr. Gorbachev as well as others. But nothing has 
come out. It is necessary to keep records strait as what 
is involved in the history of one of the glorious lives 
of the Great of Indians. I therefore request and urge that 
you may please contact the Russian authorities and find 



f 



PROF. samar’ guha 

.MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


(LOJt SAB HA) 


Respected N i j al ing appa j i. 



0/2 CENTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 


June 3/1992 


I hope by the grace of Cod you arc keeping fit to maintain your 
movement to avail yourself for the service of the people. Whenever pnyr 
report about you appear* in the press I feel happy to see you still active 
at your present age. 

I gratefully remember your appreciation of my book, 'Netaji - Dead 
or Alive?' and your patriotic gesture in forwarding my letter to 
Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev for revealing all facts in the possession of Russia 
about Netaji 5ubhas Chartdra Bose's taking asylum in that country after 
fall of Japan. 

^ A letter recently found in the archive of the Princeton University 
of the USA written by Khurshed Bahn on Marc^) 1946 to Louis Fischer very 
much confirmed the report that Gandhiji had positive information about 
Netaji's presence in Russia in 1946.* 

Pandit Jawharla 1 Nehr u in a letter written to Shri Amiya Nath Bose, 
one of the nephew of Netaji, just a month before his dSath, tolfJhim that 
1 Something sh oijld be done to finalize the question of Netaji's death'. 
Unfortunately, it is now going to be 50 years since the dubious report 
about Netaji's death in the August 1 945 , but no d etermined effort has 
been made by anyof our Govt, to know what r eally happened to him. 

I am still persuing the matter and because of the patriotic initia- 
tive of our present President, Shri H . Venk atrama n , the Govt, of Shri 
Chandra Sekhar decided to institute an 'Investigative Inquiry about dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.' But because of the political 
changes the decision could not be worked-out. 

Gur President, Shri R .Venkatraman agreed to 'persue the rraatter ' 
with the present Prime Minister, 5hri Natfasimha Raoji. Meanwhile, Shri L . K . 
Advani and other distinguished leaders wrote to the Prime Minister to 
work-out the decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to hold en Investigative 
Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boss. 

I would earnestly request you to write to the Prime Minister - i) to 
work-out the decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to hold an Investigative 
Inquiry into the secret documents that are believed to be in possession of 
the Govt, of UK, USA, USSR, Japan, Taiwan and our own Govt, and 
ii} write to the present Russian President, Mr. Bor r is Yeltsin, for revea- 
ling all facts about Netaji in possession of the Govt, of Russia. 


V. 

' * 




^ prt OF . SAMAR bUHA 

lx. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(LOK SABHA) 
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Your letter to the Prime Minister will considerably set him thinking 
about the desirability of holding an Investigative Inquiry about disappea- 
rance of Netaji. 

I believe, as one of the old leader of the freedom movement, you will 
feel it as our sacred national duty to know what really happened to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, the Maha Kashatriya of modern India vih o gave 
his all for the liberation of his motherland. 

I will be grateful to you if you kindly send me a copy of your letter 
to be sent to the Prime Minister, 

With warm rega rds and namaskar , 


5hri 5 .Nij alingappa Yours sincerely, 

Former Chief Minister 
Karnatak a 

[ SAMAR bUHA ) 



PS : Enclosing my two recent articles published in the Statesman about 
Netaji's disappearance, and 

ii) the decision of the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar for Investigative 
Inquiry, and 

iii) a copy of the letter sent by me to the Prime Minister for your 
perusal. 

(Letter to the Prime Minister has not been given to the press yet. 

Ci fr- ‘UK* 'L ^ 


N ay FGls me a u pub 1 1 tn ty 





“ u (rj^ 
PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OE INDIA 


New Delhi , 
May 29, 1992. 


Dear Sri Samar Cuba , 


I am in receipt of your letter dated 
May 27. I shall pursue the matter with the 
P.M. 

With kind regards , 


Yours sincerely, 



R. VEHKATARAMAN 


Prof . Samar Guha , 

8 / 2 , Central Park , 
Calcutta - 700032. 







*TKcT 

DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

March 26/ 1991 





Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February , 1991 
addressed to Shri Devi Lai concerning high level 
investigation into "secret documents" on the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 



2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has 
already initiated follow-up action in this regard. We 
are awaiting results to our enquiries. 


3. We shall keep you informed of any further 
developments. 


With kind regards/ 


Yours sincerely/ 



( DIGVIJA Y SINGH) 


Prof. Samar Guh&/ 
Ex-Member of Parliament/ 
Q/2, Central Park# 
CALCUTTA - 700032 
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IS NETAJI DEAD? 

Tale Of Incomplete Inquiries' 



- 

W HILE conferring the 

Bharat Ratna on Subhas 
Chandra Bose, an ill-conceived 
'move in itself, the Union Gov* 
ernment chose to describe it as. 
"posthumous 11 , If the Govern* 
meat is so sure about Nctaji’s 
death, why has it not let Indians 
■ know when, where and under 
what circumstances he died? 

The Government of Indira 
Gandhi discarded the findings of 
the Shah Nawaz committee while * 
instituting the Khosia Commis- 
sion "to inquire into Netaji's dis- 
appearance" after the fall of 
Japan on August 15 f 1945. The 
Morarji Desai Government, in 
its turn, rejected the findings of 
the Khosia commission in an of- 
ficial statement to the Lok Sabha 
on September 3 t 1978. Just a 
year ago, the Chandr^ Shekhar 
Government decided to hold an 
"investigative inquiry" to solve 
the pending issue of "disappear- 
ance"* How, then, can the pre- 
sent Government accept the 
"death" as a settled fact? 

RE-EXAMINATION 

While rejecting the findings of 
the iwo inquiries, Mr Desai 
argued that examination of all 
available documents would be 
more profitable than a fresh pub- 
lic inquiry, for the situation in 
the countries which had helped 
Netaji in all his activities,' 
changed radically after World 
War II, and the people who 
could give positive evidence on 
his movements at the time 'of the 
surrender of Japan were either 
dead or not easily traceable* But, 
before such thinking could be 
transformed into concrete steps, 
the Moraiji D^ui Government 
went out of power, ( 

What are the documents which 
can still provide positive clues to 
Netaji 's whereabouts after the 
fall of Japan? After listening to 
the Tokyo broadcast 4 on August 
23, 1945, about Netaji's "death" 
in an air crash at Taihoku airfield 
on August 18, Lofd Waveil* then 
Viceroy of India, wrote in his 
Diary: "I wonder if the Japanese 
announcement that Subhas 
Chandra Bose's death in an air 
crash is true. I suspect it very 
much* It is just what would he 
given out if he wanted to go 
underground". Similar suspi- 
cions were shared by Britain and 
the USA* Admiral Mountbatten 
He South East Allied Com- 
f General MacAjtithur of 
P : rific Army and the 
ministration of British 
- <f three separate in* 
quirks to verify statements made 
in the broadcast: 

The report of Mountbatten's 
inquiry was not published or 
made available to cither the 
Shah Nawaz committee or the 
Khosia Commission. Only a few 
pages, of Mountbatten's personal 
diaiy were produced before the 
Shan Nawaz Committee which 
rather strengthened the suspi- 
cion that news of Bose's death 
was no more than a "story" cir- 
culated by Japan. MacArthur's 
inquiry report also remained a 
scaled document. The eminent 
jurist, Radhabmode Pal, claimed 
to have learnt from Itis American 
/colleague on the Tokyo War 
Criminal Trial that MacArthur’s 
report greatly disbelieved the 
story of Bose's death. Findings 
of this two inquiries were very 
vital to ascertaining whether the 
Tokyo broadcast was accurate or 
not. Unfortunately, no effort 
was made at any time by any 
Indian Government to collect 
these inquiry reports from Bri- 
tain and the USA. 

As for the Waveil inquiry, 


By SAMAR GUHA 

something was made known to 
the Shah Nawaz Committee un- 
officially confirming the 'report 
of Netaji's death. The principal 
investigative officer of this in- 
quiry, B.C. Chakraborty, told 


/ T Is Samar Gaha's contention 
that whether Subhas Chandra 
Bose died in an air crash at 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945 , It as 
not been established conclusively , 
The former M.P. wants the 
Union Government to examine 
ail available documents with care. 


the Khosia Commission in the 
course of his evidence: "Colonel 
Habibur Rahman told lies and 
the Japanese concealed facts re* 
garding the movement of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose on August 
18, 1945, None of the British or 
Allied Command believed the 
information about Netaji's death 
to be correct," The then Home 
Secretary of the Waved Govern- 
ment also declined to accept the 
death report as true as has been 
revealed in his lengthy communi- 
cation to the Atlee Government 
published among the Transfer of 
Power documents in 1975. He 
hinted that Bose, in all probabili- 
ty, took shelter in Stalin's 
Russia. 

Nehru did not allow the Shah 
Nawaz Committee to visit 
Taihoku in 1956 to hold an on- 
the-spot inquiry. But the Khosia 
Commission was permitted to do 
so* Although the Mayor of 
Taipei had conducted an inquiry 
into the air crash. Justice Khosia 
refused Co ask the Taiwan Gov- 
ernment for a copy of the report 
on the plea that since India had 
no diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, such a request would 
not be admissible. But Mr Swa- 
ran Singh, Minister for External 
Affairs oT Unit time, denied in 
the Lok Sabha that any such in- 
struction had been issued to Jus- 
tice Khosia, This inquiry report 
was very important iu the sense 
the investigation was made im- 
mediately afterthe occupation of 
Formosa by the Chiang Kai-shek 
administration 'in late 194^. , 
According to a number of M.P*s j 
who visited Taiwan, the Taipei 
Mayor told them that his inquiry 
did not elicit any proof of Bose's 
death in an air crash. 

NO PROOF 

The first set of Japanese docu- 
ments produced before the Shah* 
Nawaz Qomriiifiec was extreme- 
ly dubious. There were three 
‘ phdtographs, one of an urn 
marked as carrying Bose's ashes, 
another of Colonel Habibur 
Rahman with hts face bandaged 
and a third of a covered bundle 
indexed ns containing the body 
of 11 Chandra Bose". If Japan 
could take three photographs, 
why did it fail to have one more 
of the uncovered body to con- 
vince everyone that Bose actual- 
ly died in the crash? 

A death certificate of "Chand- 
ra Bose", issued by the Taihoku 
municipality in 1945, was given 
by Japan to the Shah Nawaz 
Committee as evidence of his 
death. This was in Japanese 
script and, when deciphered, was 
found to have been issued in the 
name of a Japanese soldier, 
Ichiro Okura, who did not die on 
August 18, 1945. Nor was the J 
death due to burns but to heart 
failure* Both the Shah Nawaz 
Committee and the Khosia Com- 
mission neglected to make fur- 
ther inquiries into these docu- 
ments or to find other relevant 
material from Japan* 


Nehru remained impervious to 
suggestion about Netaji being in, 
Russia although the "Intelli- 
gence Department of the Waveil 
Government" reported: "Subhas 
Chandra Bose wrote a letter to 
Nehru from Moscow seeking his 
help for his repatriation to 
India 1 '* As Prime Minister, 
Nehru made every effort to 
maintain very close and friendly 
relations With the erstwhile 
Soviet Union. But neither he nor- 
any of his successors tried to seek 
information on Netaji. Nor did 
the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
the Khosia Commission ask 
them to get in touch with the 
former Soviet authorities ro ver- 
ify reports. i 

It was known that Nehru 
maintained a special file on 
Netaji. But the Shah Nawaz 
Committee or the Khosia Com-, 
mission dared not ask the Gov- 
ernment to produce it. A cryptic 
note was found inside some of 
the official files supplied to the 
Khosia Commission, which con- 
tained a list of about 40 official 
files marked "either destroyed or 
missing", 

MISSING FILES 

One of them was mentioned as 
containing reports of "investiga- 
tions into circumstances leading 
to death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose"* Another Prime Minis- 
ter's file (12)26/56-PM) was also 
shown as “since destroyed". 
Why were so many official files 
"destroyed" and "missing”? 

A representation was made to 
the V.P. Singh Government for 
instituting a high-level “inves- 
tigative inquiry". On June 7, 

1990, he wrote to me: "...Re- 
garding High Level Investigation 
into secret documents on dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, believed to be 
available in USSR, U.K,, Japan 
and USA, I have asked the 
Minister of External Affairs to 
look into this..." But before any 
nasi live move could be ini Hated, 
Ids Government had to resign. 

The move for starting a fresh 
inquiry was revived soon after 
the Chandra Shekhar Govern- 
ment had been installed. The 
President extended Itis moral 
support to the move and, in a 
letter on January 29, 1991, his 
Joint Secretary informed me that 
‘The President has taken up the 
subject with the Prime Minister* 
The Prime Minister has informed 
the President that the issue will 
be looked into.,," 

Finally, on March 26, 1991, 
the Deputy Minister for External 
Affairs Informed me, in a letter, 
of the Government's decision to 
institute "An Investigative In- 
quiry about the disappearance of 
Netaji**, He wrote: "Kindly refer 
to your letter on February 26, 

1991, addressed to Shri Devi Liil 
concerning High Level Investiga- 
tion into the secret documents on 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. I would like to 
assure you that Ministry has al- 
ready initiated the follow-up ac- 
tion In this regard. We are await- 
ing results of our inquiry, We 
shall keep you informed about - 
any further development". 
Again, before the parameter, 
procedure and modality of the - 
proposed 'inquiry, the composi- 
tion of the investigating team 
and other details could be de- 
cided upon, the Government res- 
igned* 

It is now time for the P.V* 
Narasimha Rao Government to 
complete the inquiry. This is a 
sacred national duty which it 
should perform without any fal- 
tering or dithering. 


(J TUI 1 Ki' JANHAF1V3.1 H>02 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 


Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 

By SAMAR GUHA 


f/' 


T>GIUS Yeltsin is mow Lhc 
J3 supreme champion of free- 
dnm and democracy ill Russia. 
He is naturally expected to bo 
free from all Stalinist inhibitions 
and ruthless secrecy* The Indian 
people will now earnestly hope 
that the new Russian President 
twill leU the Indian people what 
Russia knows about Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Mono.— the urea tost 
revolutionary hem of Indian 
freedom. 

What really happened to Netaji 
still remains a mystery. The 
Government of Indira Gandhi 
discarded the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee while 
sell mg up the second inquiry 
commission under Justice Khos- 
la. The Khosk Commission’s 
conclusions have also been re- 
jected by Lhc Munirji Dosai Gov- 
ernment* In his statement in the 
Lok Snbha on September 3* 1978, 
the then Prime Minister ob- 
served: "Some contemporary re- 
cords have been avails bio. In the 
light of doubts and contradic- 
tions and those records, the Gov- 
ernment finds it difficult to 
accept that the earlier conclu- 
sions (of the Siva 1 1 Nawaz Com- 
mittee and the Khosia Commis- 
sion) are decisive". If so, then 
what ultima Lely happened to 
Netaji? 

Alter the fall of Japan in 
August HLJfi, Netaji, in all proba- 
bility. went to Russia. This is not 
just a sentimental belief or mere 
conjecture. Subha? 


Japan). General Shcdci was to 
look after Chandra Rose up to 
Dairen and thereafter he could 
fall back on his own resources to 
contact Russia*'. Colonel Tada 
told lycr that his plan was to 
convey Bose to Manchuria. 

In a statement in Abe Lok Sab- 
ha, Nehru read out oftly that par- 
lion of the report of Colonel Tada 
which supported the story of 


T HE author sifts through tl\e 
evidence sup^esffng that 
Netafi did not die in an aircrash 
In 1LU5 and that he took refuge in 
Si a tin's Russia instead , He urges 
Mr Doris Yeltsin (o tnake public 
att the facts wi\tc!t the KGB files 
mat/ contain on the episode. 


Nelaji T s aircrash death* But the 
other vital parts of his report, 
which confirmed Notch's plan to 
go to the Soviet Union, ^ were 
kept from the Lok Sabha. The 
full facts came to be known only 
al ter the text of Mr Iyer's secret 
report to Nehru was placed be- 
fore the Khosla Commission in 
1970. 

A PORTION 


and it was discussed and ap- 
proved by the British Cabinet. 

The whole report submitted by 
Mudic was published alter 30 
years, in 1975, along with other 
documents in "The Transfer of 
Power”. It, so positively asserted 
the fact of Bose's going to the 
Soviet Union after the fake re- 
port of his death that it ought to 
have provoked the Indian Gov- 
ernment to Inquire from the 
USSR the exact truth behind the 
British report of Rose’s escape to 
Russia after the end of World 
War IL But New Delhi remained 
insensitively indifferent. 

While returning from Moscow 
after completing her term as the 
Indian Ambassador, Vijoyluk- 
sh mi' Pandit told reporters at 
Bombay airport that she would 
reveal to the Indian people some- 
thing very sensational. The Press 
interpreted this as her personal 
knowledge about Netaji's pre- 
sence in the Soviet Union* But 
after meeting Nehru in Delhi she 
completely sealed her Ups. j 
Again, when sfie refused to 
appear before the IChosla Com- I 
mission, the commission en-j 
quired of her in writing whether i 
she knew anything about Bose's > 
presence in the Soviet Union J 
Mrs Pandit avoided a direct ans- 
wer by saying: 'T have not met i 
Subhns Babu after 1940”, 

The historian R. C. Mqjumdar 
told Mr Morarji Desai, when the’ 
latter was India's Prime’ Minis- 


A portion of Mount batten's 
Diary was submitted before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee, in 
which it has been recorded that 

„. _ Mounlbatten received secret . - * „ „ . . . . 

D , „ Chandra communication from. Chunking f er - that Dr Radhakrishnan had 

Bose successfully managed to after the j apaiies e broadcast of mformed his friend Saroj Das of 
enter Russian territory via Man- 3 ose ’ s death It stated- "The Calcutta University that he came 
churta under the camouflage of. report 0 r Director of Military In to know that Bose had been kept 
ihe report of his aircrash death te ,| i|Sence (DM i, posted in Chirm ?** c ?P t ‘Y il y in . the USSR b Jf sta : 

informed Mount bat ten by tele- 
gram on October - 17, 1945 
When Bose was pie paring .to 
leave Saigon with his family by 
plane, Chinese intercepted 
Japanese message ordering Bose 
to separate from his family ... 

DMI's supposition is that though 
Bose's family were in the plane 
that crashed, Bose was not 
there”. 


on August 18. 1945, at. Taihoku, 
now Taipei, in Taiwan. There is 
enough circumstantial evidence, 
documentary reports and other 
auxiliary testimonials to justify 
this conclusion. 


VERY FRIENDLY 

Bose's political attitude to- 
wards Russia was always very 
friendly* Indeed, after his escape 
from India, Bose planned to go 
to Stalin’s Russia. But Soviet 
hesitation at a very critical 
moment forced him to go lo Hil- 
ler's Germany. Although tacti- 
cally Bose allied himself with the 
Axis Powers, yet he never made 
any adverse remark or acted at 
anytime against the Soviet Un- 


lin* Dr Mqjumdar communicated 
this information to others also 
and I came to know about it both 
from Morarjibhai and the histo- 
rian himself. 

AT HEART 

Dr Bhnirab Bhattnchnryp. trn 
Indian scientist in Princeton, 
found in the university archives 
a letter addressed to the Ameri- 
can journalist, Louis Fischer, in 
194G by Khurshed Ben, one of 
the most trusted Inmates of the 
Ward ho Gandhi- Ashram. In her 
letter, she asked Fischer to pre- 
vail upon the U.S. President for 
exerting pressure on the British 
Government to concede immedi- 
ately freedom to India. She ad- 


Another report by British In- 
telligence submitted to the 
Wave 11 Government in early 1948 
noted: “There is a secret report 
which says Nehru received a let- 
ter from Bose saying that he was 
In Russia and that he wanted to 
escape to India. The information 

. ^ p „ alleges Gandhiji and Sarat Bose __ 

on while waging his campaign are also those who were aware of M At heart the Indian army is 
igainst Die British Raj. He even this”. This report is also from the sympathetic with the Indian Na- 
iared, while sitting in the very Government files placed before Liortal Army (IN A of Bose), if 
den oT Hitler, to make strong the Shah Nawaz Committee. ; Bose comes with the help of 
moments, and that loo in writ- Shymnlal Join of Meerut, who Russia, neither Gandhyi nor the 

was n steno of Asaf Ati* then 
working as secretary Lo Ihe IN A 
Defence! Council, told the Khosftt 
Com mission that on December 

28 or 27, HM5, he was asked by 

Ni-hru in the rcsidenopiof Asnf an European alliance acceptable 
Tukyo, Every stumw member of AliJo nft*ke four copies .of a note to India”, 

Netaji* Government told the which said: "Bose arrived today, 

August 21* 1945, at Dairen nt 1-30 


mg. against the 1941 Nazi inva- 
sion of Dm USSR 

After leaching South-east 
Asia. I June rmi iritni iied ace vet 
political links with Jacob Malik, 
Du* then Soviet Ambassador in 


Congress will be able to reason 
with* the country. Also, DO 
Russia, for propaganda pur- 
poses, declares itself an Asiatic 
country, then there is no hope of 


Shah Nawaz Committee and the 
Khosla CunimissHun that after 
Dir bill of Germany, N doji's 
emissary contacted Malik. But 
what actually transpired bet- 
ween them is not known. Major- 
General Iso do, the chief of the 
Mi kaii Krkon. Ilie organization 
Dial Uaismiod between tin* Gov- 
ernment of Japan and Die set-up 
uf Netaji, and all other important 
JNA witnesses, except Colonel 
H a b i b u r Rahman, ca t eg o r i ea 1 1 y 
told both the committee and. 
com mission that after Japan's 
lEfHil, Ni'lnji's denlinafJon was 
Die Soviet Union 

In this regard the most vital 
peace of information was given lo 
N*-hru'?: emissary, Mr Iyer, by 
Colonel Tat hi, who was entrusted 
by I*\ M, Terauchi, Die Japanese 
chief of the S. E, Command at 
Saigon, lo plan and execute 
'"Chandra Bose's” escape to the 
So vie! Union. The Shah Nawaz 
Committee* could not record Col. 
Tadrds evidence* Nehru secretly 
sent Mr Iyer, a loin h i Rropagrin 
da Minister of Nelaji's Govern- 
ment, in 1957 to ascertain the 
exact pi on of Netaji, 

In his report in Nehru, Iyer 
noted the version of Colonel 
Tada: ''When Japan surrendered, 
Tcrauehi took nil responsibility 
to help Kale a Bose to reach Rus- 
sian territory. U was arranged 
that 'Chandra Rose' would fly in 
a plane In which General Shedei 
was going (who was put in 
charge uf the Mnneburiiin Front 
alter Russia declared war against 


afternoon. Bose, along with Gen- 
eral Shedei, proceeded towards 
Russian territory. The jeep re- 
turned after about three hours"* 
Nehru sent a copy of this letter 
with his own comments to the 
Prime Minister, Clement Alice, 
which wax also typed by Jain, 
British Intelligence made 
another very vital report to the 
Viceroy, Lord Wav ell, that “on 
7th January, 1946, Pravda denied 
in strong terms that Bose was in 
Russia* Before this, however, 
Ohila/.i Malang had been in 
touch with ftuse in Russia and in 
December a report sald'thJit the 
Governor of Afgnn province 
kbost has been informed by the 
Russian Ambassador in Kabul 
that linsc was in Moscow, *„ 
Mara doff, the Russian Vice-Con- 
sul in Teheran, disclosed in 
March (1948) Lhnt Bose is in 
Russia", (All these reports are 
from "Secret Government Files” 
submitted to the Khosla Com- 
mission), 

1 1 o we ver, l i k. woe t sla rtljn g re- 
velation came from the report of 
R, F. Mudic, the Homo Member 
of the Viceroy's Council In 1945, 
After discussing a number of al- 
ternatives on how to deal with 
Bose, Mudic concluded in his 
long report to Lord Wave!!: "In 
many ways the easiest course 
would be to leave him (Bose) 
where he js and not to ask for his 
release. He might, of course, be 
welcomed by the Russians' . Mr 
Mudic's report was sent to Atleo 


dhiji's knowledge about NcLaji’s 
going to the Soviet Union and it 
also explains why Gnndhijt re- 
peatedly said in I£?46' “I believe 
Subhns is alive”. Even after the 
Red Fort Trial of IN A men in 
J946, he told Colonel Habibur 
Rahman: "Habib, whatever you 
muy tell me lo the contrary, l still 
believe in my heart of hearts Drat 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Rose is 
alive”- All ihe statements of 
Gandhi indirectly confirmed 
British Intelligence reports to 
Lord Waved that Candhtji was 
aware of Bose's presence In the 
USSR, 

When Leonid Brezhnev visited 
India, I met him at Rashtrapati 
Rim van on November 29, 1973, 
as loader of the Socialist Party in 
the Lok Snbhn and presented a 
three-page memorandum in 
which was outlined the reasons 
why India believed that Bose 
was given shelter by Stalin after 
he escaped to Siberia on August 
23, 1945. A request was made 
that Moscow reveal ail the facts 
about NetsgL But no reply was 
received either fmin Delhi or 
Moscow* After Mr Gorbachov 
carne to power, another letter 
was sent to him on the same 
subject, which loo went unans 
wered. 

Now that the Soviet Union no 
longer exists, would it be too 
much to expect a leader like Mr 
Yeltsin to reveal all the facts 
about Subhas Chandra Bose, 
which may he buried in the KGB 
files? 







Dear Ni jihngappaji, 


New Delhi 
July 13, 1992 
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I have received your letter of 3uly 3, 
1992 enclosing a letter from Prof. Samar Guha. 




With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



[P.V. Narasimha Rao] 


Shri S. Nijilingappa 
'Vinay' V.P. Extension 
Chitradurga - 577 501 
Karnataka 







CHIEF MINISTER 


WEST BENGAL 


UMi 



Calcutta, 
July 16 , 1992, 


n.O. No. 179-CN 


Dear Prime Minister, 




I enclose for your perusal 


copy of a letter (with enclosures) which I 
received from Shri Samar Guha, Ex. M. P. on 
July, 15 , 299 Z.'Tbe letter contains a request 
to conduct a fresh g nqui ry into the disapp- 
earance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during 
the~~last phase of pre- Independence years. 


Would you kindly have a 


look into it to see whether anything further 
can he done to settle the questions raised ? 


With regards 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri F.V.Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
New Delhi 




>PROF„ $£MAR GUHA 
Ex .MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
{{.ok sabha; 



8/ 2 CENTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 


July 15 , 199 2 


Dear Jyoti Babu, 

Distinguished menfcers of the Calcutta Citizen's Committee highly 
appreciated your positive response to our request to you to write to the 
Prime Minister for instituting an Investigative Inquiry to resolve the 
pending issue of disappearance of Netaj i subhas Chandra Bose, since the 
fall of Japan in 1945. When the mentoers of the Citizen's Committee 
namely, late Sunil Das, Dr. Sushil Mukherjee, Dr. Arabinda Bose, 

Dr. M.M.Chakraborty, Dr. Chintamony Kar, Prof. Amiya Majumdar, 

Dr. Debidas Basu, myself and others met the President of India, Shri R. 
Venkatraman at Calcutta Raj Bhavan to present a Memorandum to him for 
advising tjie Prime Minister to hold an Investigative Inquiry about Netaj i, 
the President while agreeing to our request, requested us to directly 
approach the Prime Minister as well. 

I believe, before your visit abroad, you will surely write to the 
/Prime Minister for holding such inquiry about Netaj JT. "If occassion arises 
to meet the Prime Minister it will be very helpful if you to drew his 
attention about the nation *"s unfulfilled duty to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose to finally know what ultimately happened to Netaji. 

The Govt, of Mrs. Gandhi discarded the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Correnittee in 1970 and the Govt, of Shri Morarji Desai refused to accept 
the findings of the Khosla Commission by making a statement in the 
Parliament in Sept 1979. About a year before the Govt, of Shri Chandra 
Sekhar decided to hold a High Level Investigative Inquiry to raeolve 
the mystery about the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

In the background of the above facts, you may kibdly pin-point the 
main thrust of your letter to the Prime Minister on t 

(i) To hold a High Level Investigative Inquiry to find out 

the secret documents available with the Govts, of the UK, USA, 
Japan, Taiwan and Russia and conclusions arrived at by the 
Inquiries made by Genl. Mac Arthur, Adml . Mountbatten the 
| Viceray of India, Lord Wavell and the Govt, of Taiwan about 
the report of Netaj i's death. Many undisclosed documents that 
are still lying with the Govt, of India should also be scru- 
t ini singly examined. 

(ii) The Prime Minister should write to the President of Russian 

| Federation, Bnrris Yeltsin, for revealing all facts in posse- 
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salon of the Russian Govt., mentioning about various authen- 
tic reports that came to the Govt, of Wavell and the UK and 
the USA about Netaj i subhas Chandra Bose 1 s taking asylum in 
former soviet Union after fall of Japan. 


(Hi) Examining all the official documents in the archives of 

I the Jap- Govt, regarding the report of alleged aircrash at 


I 


Taihoku (Taipai ) on August 18, 1945 involving Netaj i Subhas 


? 


Chandra Bose. 


Jyoti Babul Your letter to the Prime Minister in the present circume- 
tances of Indian politics will have much effective impact. If you write to 
the Prime Minister for holding an Investigative Inquiry to settle the 
mystery about disappearance of Netaj i and if you give this letter to the 
press, the people of India and more specially the people of Bengal will 
hail you heartily and bifess you from every corners. 

With regards and namaskar# 

Shri Jyoti Basu Yours sincerely# 

Chief Minister, WB 
Writers Building 



Calcutta 700001 


( SAMAR GUHA ) 


PS: For reference, kindly take hip of the bookt 'Netaj i - Dead or Alive? 1 
and other papers and documents that I have given you. 




§ PH UF . SAMAR liUHA 

Ex. MEMBER OF PAHUAMEN f 
(LOU SADI I A) 


Dear Prim a Min inter, 



U/2 CENTRAL HARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 

SPEED POST l 

21 May 1992 


This letter addressed to you is not for any political purpose, but 
on the patriot ic mission to make a supreme effort by our Govt* to know 
what really happened to Netaji bub has Chandra Dose. 

About 3 months before Pandit Nehru passed away he wrote to Suresh 
Ch t in«dro iJosm, an elder brother of Nctnji, t hot 'I hove no direct and 
precise proof of Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose’s death 1 . Then again just a 
month before he breathed his lost, Nehxuji wrote to Amiya Noth Bose a 
nephew of Netaji, f l v agree with you that something should bo done to 
finalize the matter of the Netaji’s death. 1 

But go many years passed, this extremely poignant issue about Netaji’s 
destiny, after fall of Japan, remained hanging in uncertain haze. 

Perhaps, your Govt, unaworily used the word ’Posthumously 1 while 
announcing Bharat Rotna in the name of Netaji. Administratively, the 
matter of ’disappearance of Netaji Sub^as Chandra Bose* still remained an 
open issue before the Govt, of India. 

You know that in 1956 Pandit Jawharle! Nehru had set up 5hoh Nawaz 
Committee to ’inquire into the report of Netaji Subhos Chandra Bose’s 

death’. In 197P the Govt, of Mrs. Indira Gandhi d iscsirdod-tho ’findings' 

of the Shah Nawaz Commit toe while instituting 1 Khosla Commission cf judi- 
cial inquiry about disappeorance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’. 

’ i i 

For ro king rnny unsavoury remarks about Netaji in hiB Inquiry Report 
and for adopting some unethical steps before his report was placed in Lok 
Sabha, justice Khosla had to unconditionally opoloziza once before th e 
Calcutta Higli Court and than again before Lok Sabha. Thua, tho Chairman 
of the one-mom * Inquiry Commission himself knocked out the very moral and 
legal basis of hia Inquiry Report. 

On Sapt 3, 1970, in reply to a debate raised by me in Lok Sabha Shri 
Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both Shah 
Nawnz Committee and Khosla Commission (Document No.l). Morarjibhoi then 
suggested an Investigative Inquiry to •finalizo 1 the issue of disappea- 
rance of Netaji instead of holding any further public inquiry. But he 
could't work-out his suggestion for sudden political change. 

I took up the issue of instituting an Investigative Inquiry by a 
'High Level Expert Committee' with the Govt, of Shri V.P. Singh and there- 
after the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar. It was essentially because of the 
very patriotic initiative of the President of India in this regard 
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it was the Govt 
'start an 


5hri V.P. Singh agreed to 'look into the matter 1 . However, 
of Shr i Chandra Sekhar, later, which took the decision to 
Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. 
(Document No. 2). 

This decision was also possible because the President of India per- 
sonally asked Shri Chandra Sekhar to take up this pending patriotic issue 
for resolving the haze about Netaji's disappearance. 

But before the parameter, procedure and modality and the expert team 
of investigators could be decided upon political changes again stalled the 
proposed move for Nets j i- Inqu ir y . 

According to administrative tradntibn and practice as generally 
followed in our system of Parliamentary democracy it now devolves on the 
present Govt, to work-out the decision of the previous Govt, to hold a 
'High Level Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. ' 

However, the moral and patriotic aspect of this task is no le ss impor- 
tant. You are a veteran freedom fighter and had many occassions to seeand 
meet the fiery Congress leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, before his epoch-making 
escape from the clutch of British Raj in 1941, I am sure you will fed. the 
pulse of the urge of our unfulfilled national duty to know the truth what 
really happened to the greatest revolutionary hero of the struggle of our 
national liberation. The days of polit ical prejudices of the past Congress 
politics are now ever. Indian people will hail you as a great patriot if yoj 
take proper and effective steps to institute 'A high level Investigative 
Inquiry into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose* to 'finalise' 
the matter what Nehruji felt just a month before his death. 

'High Level Investigative Inquiry by an expert Committee 1 means to 
find out effective diplomatic ways for securing, searching, scanning and 
scrutinizing all facts, reports, documents and informations about Nets j 
Subhas Chandra Bose in connection with the report of his deatj? in the 
alleged aircrash and, alternately, his escape into Soviet Russia that are 
expected to be available wiith the Govts, of UK, Japan, USA, USSR and Taiwan. 

It is known that immediately after broadcast by Tokyo Radio on 23rd 
August 1945 about the reported death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose the 
hi a v e 1 1 Govt, of India, the 5. E. Asia Allied Command under Adml. Mountbatten 
'later Viceroy of lnd±j), Genl. Mac Arthur of the 115 Pacific Army had set- 
up thr-’:! separate inquiries to investigate about the truth behind the very 
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dubious report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death in the alleged aircrash# 


Boon after occupation of Farmosa in late 1945 by the Ch ian g-K i-§hekh Govt* 
the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify the report of 


Subhas Chandra Bose's death in the aircreah at Taipal (fornei: Taihoku}* 


None of these inquiry reports have ever been published* 

The Reports that Netaji entered into former Soviet Russia soon after 
fall of Japan in 1945 for seeking asylum there have been variously commu- 
nicated by British intelligence sources to the Govt* of Wavell* The document 
of the Home Secretary of the Wavell Govt* published in ’Transfer of Power* 

42-47 the British Govt* in 1 9 75 and the latest document in the form of a 
letter of Khurshed Behn, a very trusted disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, written 
in March 1946 to the US journalist Louis Fischer very recently found in. 
the ’Archive of t he ■ Pr inc et on University of the USA' positively hinted 
Netaji's presence in Russia in 1946 (Document No, 3). 

All these documents about disappearance of Netaji are expected to be 
found from the Govt* of UK* USA* Japan, Russia and Taiwan* 

Many other documents will be found from the internal sources of our 

* 4 

Govt, and from the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission* 
There are other sources also. * 

But to make the Investigative Inquiry a success it will require an 
initiative at the highest level by the Prime Minister and the Foreign Affairs j 
office and formation of a team of highly experienced intelligence si 



judicial, legal experts to deal with all available documents, found extre 
nally and internally. 


A hjghest level contact with President Boris Yeltain of Russia 


suade him to reveal all papers in possession of KGB of the Bcv ie t Govt, is 
likely to resolve the riddle of disappearance of Netaji 5ubhas Chandra Bose. 
This will be possible only if you take initiative to effectively approach 
the Russian President, Yeltsin. 


I met our President Shri H .Venkatramen, about a month before to request 
him to take up again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
about Netaji with you. He gracefully agreed to 'pursue the matter'. He asked 

me also to see you for the purpose. I was very eager to go to Delhi to 

explain to you all the background facts concerning the issue. But, by ill 

luck, I am very unwell to go toJDelhj now. However, I hope to see our 

President and Prime Minister next month if Gad wills it. 


matter'. He asked 
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Dear Narasimha Raojil I eagerly believe that you will take up the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a High Level Investiga- 
tive Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and fulfill 
a long unfulfilled task of our riation to our beloved Netaji. 

I am enclosing two articles recently published in the Statesman on 
the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji and the probability of 
Netaji's taking asylum in Russia. I am also sending my d ocum entary book, 
'Netaji, Dead or Alive ?' dealing with all aspects of Netaji*s disappea- 
rance after fall of Japan for your careful examination. 

I know you may not have time to go through this long letter end read 
my book. But 1 will make a request to you as an old colleague of yours* in 
Lok 5abha and in the Privilege Committee and as one who had also a humble 
part in the freedom struggle of India as an younger associate of Netaji to 
kindly go through my letter including the enclosed documents and two 
articles personally. 

I would further request you to give my book to any expert body to go 
through its scannig as did Shri Morarji Desai in 197B. This book is wholly 
based on documents available from the sources of the Govt, of India. This 
book U MUi con vinced o hyper-rigid man like Shri Morarji Desai about 
the necessity of instituting an Investigative Inquiry to reach a final 
conclusion about the hanging issue of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chand 
Bose. 

With warm regards and namaskar, 

Shri P • V « N aras imha Hao Yours sincerely, 

Prime Minister of India 
South Bloc 
NEW DELHI 110011 


Enel; As stated. 


( SAMAR GUHA ) 


The Book that Knocked Down 
the Findings of 
Shah Nawaz Comminec 
Acd 

Khosia Commission 


Shri Morarji Desai 


The then Prim* Minister of India 
Announced in Lok Sabha 
oo September 3. 19^8 : 


"Shih Xtr-i Qi Committee and 
Khosla Commission held :he 
report of Setati Sukh^ Chamlrc 
Bose’s decih as true. Since 
then reasonable doubts luire 
been cast on the correctness 
reached in the mo reports cad 
serious important contradictions 
in the testimony of the muresses 
hare been noticed. Some 
further contemporary ojficicl 
documentary records have also 
become mailable. In the li%at 
of those doubts and contr auc- 
tions end those records, Gorcm* 
mens find it difftailt to accept 
that the earlier conclusions are 

decisive" 


**/ mar sometimes differ from 
/nr hen . ftiatd Samar Guha bin 
I cm '^nerer doubts era: in my 
sleep , haTsbiceriiy. I ha re great 
admiration for the dedication 
with which he is pursuing the 


cause. 



Msr *f=fV 

TffTTcf 

DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 


Me /b *' , 'y /c i | 


March 26, 1991 



Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 
addressed to Shri Devi Lai concerning high level 
investigation into "secret documents" on the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has 
already initiated follow-up action in this regard. We 
are awaiting results to our enquiries. 

3. We shall keep you informed of any further 

developments. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 


(DIG VI JAY SINGH) 



Prof. Samar Guha, 
Ex-Member of Parliament, 
8/2, Central Park, < 

CALCUTTA - 700032 


,V. 41 T5d =t “3 3 



PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA. 

New Delhi , 
May 29, 1992. 

Dear Sri Samar Guha , 

I am in receipt of your letter dated 
May 27. I shall pursue the matter with the 
P.M. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



R. VENKATARAMAN 


Prof. Samar Guha, 
8/2, Central Park, 
Calcutta - 700032. 
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IS NETAJI DEAD?. 

,ry 

Tale Of Incomplete Inquiries y 


W HILE conferring the 

Bliamt Ratnn on Subhas 
Chandra Bose* an ill-conceived 
move in itself, the Union Gov- 
ernment chose to describe it as 
“posthumous”* If the Govern- 
ment is so sure about Netaji’s 
death, why has it not let Indians 
-know when, where and under 
what circumstances he died? 

The Government of Indira 
Gandhi discarded the findings of 
the Shah Nawaz committee while 
i instituting the Khosla Commis- 
sion “to inquire into Netajrs dis- 
appearance** after the fall of 
Japan on August 15, 1945. The 
Moratji Desai Government, in 
its turn, rejected the findings of 
the Khosla commission in an of- 
ficial statement to the Lok Sablia 
on September 3, 1978, Just a 
year ago, the Chandra Shekhar 
Government decided to hold an 
“investigative inquiry 1 ’ to solve 
the pending issue of “disappear- 
ance 11 . How, then, can the pre- 
sent Government accept the 
“death" as a settled fact? 

RE-EXAMINATION 

While rejecting the findings of 
the two inquiries, Mr Desai 
argued that examination of all 
available documents would be 
more profitable than a fresh pub- 
lic inquiry, for the situation in 
the countries which had helped 
Nclaji in all his activities, 
changed radically after World 
War II, and the people who 
could give positive evidence on 
his movements at the time 'of the 
surrender of Japan were either 
dead or not easily traceable* But , 
before such thinking could be 
transformed into concrete steps, 
the Morarji Desai Government 
went out of power. 

What are the documents which 
can still provide positive clues to 
Netaji’s whereabouts after the 
fall of Japan? After listening to 
the Tokyo broadcast on August 
23, 1945, about Netajrs “death" 
in an air crash at Taihoku airfield 
on August 18. Lord Wuvell, then 
Viceroy of India, wtole in his 
Diary: 'i wonder it the Japanese 
announcement that Subhas 
Chandra Bose's death in an air 
crash is true, I suspect it very 
much. It is just what would hr 
given out if he wauled to go 
underground”. Similar suspi- 
cions were shared by Britain and 
the USA Admiral Mountbatten 
of the South East Allied Com- 
mand, General Mac Arthur of 
the U*S. Pacific Army and the 
, Wave 11 administration of British 
India started three separate in- 
quiries to verify statements made 
in the broadcast. 

The report of Mountbatten ’s 
inquiry was not published or 
made available to either the 
Shall Nawaz committee or the 
Khosla Commission. Only a few 
pages of MounlbaUcrTs personal 
diary were produced before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee which 
rather strengthened the suspi- 
cion that news of Bose’s death 
was no jitore than a ’story” cir- 
culated by Japan, Mac Arthur’s 
inquiry report also remained a 
sealed document. The eminent 
I jurist, Rad ha hi node Pal, claimed 
to have learnt from his American 
-colleague on (he Tokyo War 
Criminal Trial that MacArt bur’s 
report greatly disbelieved the 
story of Bose's death. Findings 
of this two inquiries were very 
vital to ascertaining whether the 
Tokyo broadcast was accurate or 
not. Unfortunately, no effort 
was made at any time by any 
* Indian Government to collect 
' these inquiry reports from Bri- 
■ tain and the USA, 

As for the Wavcil inquiry, 


By SAMAR GUHA 

something was made known to 
the Shah Nawaz Committee un- 
officially confirming the report 
of NelajPs death, llie principal 
investigative officer of this in- 
quiry, B.C. Chakraborty, told 


T is Samar Guka '$ contention 
that whether Subhas Chandra 
Bose died in an air crash at 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945 , has 
not been established conclusively . 
The former AT F. wants the 
Union Government to examine 
all available documents with care. 


the Khosla Commission in the 
course of his evidence: “Colonel 
Habihur Rahman told lies and 
the Japanese concealed facts re- 
garding the movement of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose on August 
18, 1945. None of the British or 
Allied Command believed the 
information about Netajrs death 
to be correct." The then Home 
Secretary of the Wavel! Govern- 
ment also declined to accept the 
death report as true as has been 
revealed in his lengthy communi- 
on I ion to the Alice Government 
published among the Transfer of 
Power documents in 1975, He 
hinted that Bose, in all probabili- 
ty, Took shelter in Stalin’s 
Russia. 

Nehru did not allow the Shah 
Nawaz Committee to visit 
Taihoku in 1956 to hold an on 
tbe-spot inquiry. But the Khosla 
Commission was permitted to do 
so. Although the Mayor of 
Taipei had conducted an inquiry 
into the air crash. Justice Khosla 
refused to ask the Taiwan Gov- 
ernment for a copv of the report 
on the plea that since India had 
no diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, such a request would 
not be admissible. But Mr Swa- 
ran Singh* Minister for External 
Affairs of that time* denied in 
the Lok Sabha that any such in- 
struct ion had been issued to Jus- 
tice Khosla. litis inquiry report 
was very important in the sense 
the investigation was made im- 
mediately after the occupation of 
Formosa by the Chinng Kai-shek 
administration ' in late |94£, 
According to a number of MJVs 
Who visited Taiwan, the Taipei 
Mayor told them that his inquiry 
did not elicit any proof of Bose’s 
death in an air crash. 

NO PROOF 

The first Set of Japanese dbcu-f 
ments produced before the Shah' 
Nawaz Committee was extreme- 
ly dubious. There were three 
photographs, one of an urn 
marked as carrying Bose's ashes, 
another of Colonel Habihur 
Rahman with his face bandaged 
and n third of a covered bundle, 
indexed as containing the body 
of “Chandra Bose". If Japan 
could take three photographs, 
why did it fail to have one more 
of the uncovered body to eon* 
vince everyone that Bose actual- 
ly died in the crash? 

A death certificate of “Chand- 
ra Bose", issued by the Taihoku 
municipality in 1945, was given 
by Japan to the Shah Nawaz 
Committee as evidence of his 
death. This was in Japanese 
script and, when deciphered, was i 
found to have been issued in the 
name of a Japanese soldier, 
Ichiro Okura, who did not die on 
August 18, 1945. Nor was (he ' 
death due to btims but to heart 
failure. Both the Shah Nawaz 
Committee and the Khosla Com- 
mission neglected to make fur- 
ther inquiries into these docu- 
ments or to find other relevant 
material from Japan. 


Nehru remained impervious to 
suggestion about Netaji being in 
Russia although the “Intelli- 
gence Department of the Wavel I 
Government” reported: “Subhas 
Chandra Bose wrote a letter to 
Nehru from Moscow seeking his 
help for his repatriation to 
India”, As Prime Minister, 
Nehru made every effort to 
maintain very close and friendly 
relations with the erstwhile 
Soviet Union, But neither he nor | 
any of his successors tried to seek l 
information on Netaji. Nor did 
the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
the Khosla Commission ask 
them to get in touch with the 
former Soviet authorities to ver- 
ify reports. 

It was known that Nehru 
maintained a special file on 
Netaji* But the Shah Nawaz 
Committee or the Khosla Com- 
mission dared not ask the Gov- 
ernment to produce it. A cryptic 
note was found inside some of 
the official files supplied to the 
Khosla Commission, which con- 
tained a list of about 40 official 
files marked “either destroyed or 
missing”. 

.MISSING FILES 


One of them was mentioned as 
containing reports of “investiga- 
tions into circumstances leading 
to death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose”. Another Prime Minis- 
ter's file (12)26/50 -PM) was also 
shown us “since destroyed”. 
Why were so many official files 
“destroyed" and “missing"? 

A representation was made to 
the V.P. Singh Government For 
instituting a high-level “inves- 
tigative inquiry", On June 7, 
1990* he wrote to me: “^Re- 
garding High Level Investigation 
into secret documents on dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, believed to be 
available in USSR. U.K.. Japan 
and USA, 1 have asked the 
Minister of External Affairs to 
look into this.*.” But before any 
positive move could be initiated, 
ms Government had to resign 

The move for sterling a iresh 
inquiry was revived soon after 
the Chandra Shekhar Govern- 
ment had been installed* The 
President extended his moral 
support to the move and, in a 
letter on January 29, 1991 * his 
Joint Secretary informed me that 
“The President has taken up the 
subject with the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister has informed 
the President that ifie issue will 
be looked into,.,” 

Finally, on March 26, 1991,' 
the Deputy Minister for External 
Affairs informed me; in a letter, 
of the Government’s decision to 
institute “An Investigative In- 
quiry about the disappearance of 
Netaji”. He wrote: “Kindly refer 
to your letter on February 26, 
199 L addressed to Shri Devi Lai 
concerning High Level Investiga- \ 
tion into the secret documents on 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. I would like u> 
assure you that Ministry lias al- 
ready initiated the follow-up ac- 
tion in this regard. We are await- 
ing results of our inquiry. We 
shall keep you informed about - 
any further development”. 
Again, before the parameter* 
procedure and modality of the - , 
proposed inquiry, the composi- J 
tion of the investigating team 
and other details could be de- 
cided upon, the Government res- 
igned. 

It is now time for the P,V. 
Narasimha Rao Government to 
complete the inquiry. 'This is a 
sacred national duty which it 
should perform without any fal- 
tering or dithering. 


O 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 


Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 


\ 
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By SAMAR GUHA 


B 


ORIS Yeltsin is now the Japan). General Shedei was to and It was discussed and ap- 
supreme champion of free- look after Chandra Bose up to proved by the British Cabinet, 


dom and democracy in Russia, 
He is naturally expected to be 
free from at) Stalinist inhibitions 
and ruthless secrecy. The Indian 
people will now earnestly hope 
that the new Russian President 
will tell the Indian people what 


Dairen and thereafter he could 
fall back on his own resources to 
contact Russia". Colonel Tada 
told Iyer that his plan was to 
convey Bose to Manchuria, 

In a statement in timi Lok Sab- 
ha. Nehru read out OTiy that por- 


The whole report submitted by 
Mudie was publish^! after 30 
years, in 1975, along with other 
documents in "The Transfer of 
Power", It ,so positively asserted 
the fact of Bose's going to the 
Soviet Union after the fake re- 


Russia knows about Netsui Sub* tion of the report of Colonel Tada port of his death that it ought to 


has Chandra Bose — the greatest 
revolutionary hero of Indian 
freedom. 

What really happened to Netaji 
still remains a mystery. The 
Government of Indira Gandhi 
discarded the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee while 
setting up the second inquiry 
commission under Justice Khos- 
la. The Khosla Commission's 
conclusions have also been re- 
jected by the Moraiji Desai Gov- 
ernment. In his statement in the 
Lok Sabha on Septembers, 1978, 
the then Prime Minister ob- 
served: "Some contemporary re- 
cords have been available. In the 
light of doubts and contradic- 
tions and those records, the Gov- 


which supported the story of 


T HE author sf/te through the 
evidence suggesting that 
Netqjl did not die tn an aircrash 
fn 1945 and that he took refuge tn 
Stalin’s Russia Instead , He urges 
Mr Boris Yeltstn to make public 
alt the /acts u>htrh the RCmBJUcs 
may contain oil the episode. 


have provoked the Indian Gov- 
ernment to inquire from the 
USSR the exact truth behind the 
British report of Bose's escape to 
Russia after the end of World 
War II, But New Delhi remained 
insensitively indifferent 
While returning from Moscow 
after completing her term as the 
Indian Ambassador* Vijaylak 
shml Pandit told reporters at 
Bombay airport that she would 
reveal to the Indian people some- 
thing very sensational. The Press 


v. 


NeUyi's aircrash death. But the interpret ed this as her personal 


other vital parts of his report, 
which confirmed Netaji 's plan to 
go to the Soviet Union,, were 
kept from the Lok Subliu, The 
full facts came to be known only 


knowledge about Net^jfs pre- 
sence in the Soviet Union. But 
after meeting Nehru in Delhi she 
completely sealed her lips. 
Again* when she refused to 


ernment finds it difficult to after the text of Mr Iyer s secret gpp ear before the Khosla Com- 1 


accept that the earlier conclu- 
sions (of the Shah Nawaz Com- 
mittee and the Khosla Commis- 
sion) are decisive". If so, then 
what ultimately happened to 
Netaji? 

After the fall of Japan in 
August 1945, Nehyj, in all proba- 


report to Nehru was placed be- 
fore the Khosla Commission in 
1970. 

A PORTION 

A portion of Mountballen's 
Diary was submitted before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee* in 


mission, the commission en- 
quired of her in writing whether 
she knew anything about Bose's 
presence in the Soviet Union. 
Mrs Pandit avoided a direct ans* 
wer bv saying: "I have not met 
Subhas Babu after 1940" 

The historian R. C, M^jumdar 


billty* went to Russia. This is not w nich it has been recorded that Morar ji pesai, when the' 


just a sentimental belief or mere 
conjecture. Subhas Chandra 
Bose successfully managed to 
enter Russian territory via Man- 
churia under the camouflage of 
the report of his aircrash death 
on August 18, 1945. at Taihoku* 
now Taipei* in Taiwan, There is 
enough circumstantial evidence* 
documentary reports and other 
auxiliary testimonials to justify 
this conclusion. 


VERY FRIENDLY 

Bose's political attitude 


to* 


wards Russia was always very 
friendly. Indeed, after his escape 
from India, Bose planned to go 
to Stalin's Russia, But Soviet 
hesitation at a very critical 
moment forced him to go to Hit- 
ler’s Germany. Although tacti- 
cally Bose allied himself with the 
Axis Powers, yet he never made 


Mounlbatten received secret 
communication from. Chunking 
after the Japanese broadcast of 
Bose's death. It stated: "The 
report of Director of Military In- 
telligence (DM!) posted in Chin# 
Informed Mounlbatten by tele- 
gram on October 17* 1945 ... 
When Bose was preparing to 
leave Saigon with his family by 
plane* Chinese intercepted 
Japanese message ordering Bose 
to separate from his family 
DMI's supposition is that though 
Bose's family were in the plane 
that crashed, Bose was not 
there". 

Another report by British In- 
telligence submitted to the 
Wave!! Government in early 1946 
noted: "There is a secret report 
which says Nehru received a let- 
ter from Bose saying that he was 


latter was India's Prime Minis- 
ter, that Dr Radhakrishnan had 
informed his friend Saroj Das of 
Calcutta University that he came 
to know that Bose had been kept 
in captivity in the USSR b,y Sta- 
lin. Dr Mojumdar communicated 
this information to others also 
and I came to know about it both 1 
from Morarjibhai and the histo- 
rian himself. 

AT HEART 

Dr Bhairab Bhattacharya. an 
Indian scientist In Princeton* 
found in the university archives 
a letter addressed to the Ameri- 
can journalist* Louis Fischer* in 
1946 by Khurahed Ben, one of 
the most trusted inmates of the 
Wardha Gandhi Ashram, In her 
letter, she asked Fischer to pre- 
vail upon the U.3, President for 
exerting pressure on the British 


mg, against the 1941 Nazi inva 
sion of the USSR, 

After reaching South-east 
Asia, Bose maintained secret 


Congress will be able to reason 
with* the country. Also* (if) 
Russia, for propaganda pur- 
poses, declares itself an Asiatic 


j v.* in Russia and that he wanted to , w 

any adverse remark or acted at escape to India, The information Government to concede immedi- 
anytime against the Soviet Un- alleges Gandhyi and Sarat Bose ately freedom to India. She ad- 
ion while waging his campaign are also those who were aware of ded: "At heart the Indian army is 
against the British R^j. He even this". This report is also from the sympathetic with the Indian Na- 
dared,’ while sitting in the very Government files placed before tional Army (IN A of Bose). If 
den of Hitler* to make strong the Shah Nawaz Committee. Bose comes with the help of 
comments* and that too in writ- Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who Russia, neither Gandhiji nor the 

was a steno of Asaf All* then 
working ns secretary to the IN A 
Defence Council, told the KhosHi 

Commission that on December I 

political finks with Jacob Malik* 26 or 27* 1945* be was asked by' country p then there is no hope of 
the then Soviet Ambassador in Nehru in the residence < ot Asaf an European alliance acceptable 
Tokyo. Every senior member of. Ali to, make four Copies pf a note to India". 

NeUyi’s Government told the which said: "Bose arrived today* This letter corroborates Gon- 
Shah Nawaz Committee and the August £4, 1945* at Dairen at 1-30 dhtfi’s knowledge about Note's 
Khosla Commissioin that after afternoon, Bose* along with Gen- going to the Soviet Union and it 
the fail of Germany, Netaji era! Shedei* proceeded towards *l so explains why Gandhiji re 

“ Russian territory. The jeep re- 
turned after about three hours". 

Nehru sent a copy of this letter 
with his own comments to the 
Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, 
which was also typed by Jain. 

British Intelligence made 
another very vital report In the 
__ r _ Viceroy, Lord Waveil* that "on 

Habibur Rahman, categorically 7th January* 1946* Pravda denied Gandhi Indirectly confirmed, 
told both the committee and m strong terms that Bose was in British Intelligence reporta to] 

Russia. Before this* however, Lord Waveil that Gandhiji was^ 


emissary contacted Malik, But 
what actually transpired bet- 
ween them is not known. Major- 
General Esoda, the chief of the 
Hikari Kikan, the organization 
that liaisoned between the Gov- 
ernment of Japan and the set-up 
of Netaji. and all other important 
IN A witnesses, except Colonel 


peatedly said in 1946: "I believe 
Subhas la alive". Even after the 
Red Fort Trial of IN A men In 
1946* he told Colonel Habibur 
Rahman: "Habib* whatever you 
may tell me to the contrary* I still 
believe in my heart of hearts that 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is 
alive". All the statements of 
indirectly 


commission that after Japan's 
defeat* Netaji's destination was 
the Soviet Union, 

In this regard the most vital 
piece of information was given to 
Nehru's emissary* Mr Iyer* by 
Colonel Tada, who was entrusted 
by F. M. Terauchi* the Japanese 


Ghilazi Malang had been in 
touch with Bose in Russia and in 
December a report said 'that the 
Governor of Afgan province 
khost has been informed by the 
Russian Ambassador in Kabul 
that Bose was in Moscow. 


aware of Bose's presence in the 
USSR, 

When Leonid Brezhnev visited 
India* I met him at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan on November 29, 1973^ 
as leader of the Socialist Party in 
the Lok Sabha and presented a 


chief of the S.-E, Command at MaradoiT, the Russian Vice-Con- three-page memorandum in 


Saigon* to plan and execute 
"Chandra Bose's" escape to the 
Soviet Union. The Shah Nawaz 
Committee could not record Col* 
Tflda'fl evidence. Nehru secretly 
sent Mr Iyer, u former Propagan- 
da Minister of Netaji's Govern- 
In his report to Nehru, Iyer 
noted the version of Colonel 
Tada: "When Japan surrendered, 


sul in Teheran, disclosed in 
March (1946) that Bose is in 
Russia", (All these reports are 
from "Secret Government Files" 
submitted to the Khosla Com* 
mission). 

However, the most startling re- 
ef the Viceroy's Council In 1945. 
After discussing a number of al- 


which was outlined the reasons 
why India believed that Bose 
was given shelter by Stalin after 
he escaped to Siberia on August 
23* 1945. A request was made 
that Moscow reveal all the facts 
about Netaji. But no reply was 

came to power* another letter 
was sent to him on the same 
subject which too went unans- 


ternatives on how to deal with m 
Terauchi took all responsibility Bose, Mudie concluded in his wered 

to help Kaka Bose to reach Run- Ion* report to Lord Wave)]; "In Now that the Soviet Union no 
sian territory It was arranged many ways the easiest course longer exists would it be ton 
that Chandra Bose' Would fly in would be to leave him (Bose) much to expect a leader like Mr 
a plane in which General Shedei where he is and not to ask for his Yeltsin to reveal all the rartq 
was going (who was pul in release. He might. of course, be about Subhas Chandra Bose 
charge of the Manchurian Front welcomed by the Russians" Mr which may lie burn J in the KGB 
after Russia declar ed war against Mudie s report was sent to Attee files? 
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New Delhi 
July 22, 1992 


Dear 3yoti B^bu, 

i have received your letier oi July 
enclosing a letter from Prof. Samar Guha./ 



16 , D/>2 


J- 


/ 


With regards, 



Yours sincerely. 



[P.V. Narasimha Roo] 

i 




Shi'i Jyoli Basu 

Chief Minister of West Bengal 
Calcutta 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 



Reference conduct of probe into the di sappeararfce 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. We have received the following communications in 
this connection: 

(a) Shri Chitta Basu 1 s letter of 11th February/ 
1992 , to PM and PM 1 s reply of April 4, 1992. 
(Flag A) 

(b) A letter from Prof. Samar Guha, M.P. to 

FS . ( Flag B) 


\ 3. Both these letters and the subsequent communication 

from the Prime Minister's Office (Flag C) were referred 
. to the Ministry of Home Affairs for their comments, since 
| that is the nodal Ministry concerned with enquiring 

into the d isappea ranee of Netaji and since MHA would 
t need to be consulted and their views obtained before 

re-opening the case and seeking information from the 
Russian Government Archives. (The Japanese Archives have 
been consulted by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, 1956 
and the 1974 Khosla Commission). 

4 . We have now received a reply from the MHA in this 

regard which says that they have examined the suggestions 
made in the letters referred to above. They have informed 
us that the Government has already accepted the fact 

that Netaji died in an aircrash on 18th August, 1945, 
at Taihoku in Taiwan, and it is felt that no useful 
1 purpose would be served by holding yet another enquiry. 




I 5. FS may kindly see. It is for consideration whether 

l these views should be conveyed in an appropriate manner 
to Prof .Samar Guha and Shri Chitta Basu. PMO would, 
I feel , need to be consulted before any further action 
is contemplated. 


FS - on return 


/Vik V\ RzXX) 


(Nirupama Rao) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
29.7.92 


JS(S)-PMO may please see the note $nd 
the FR with reference to letters at Flag "A" 
and "C", in the file below. 
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2. I personally do not see any useful purpose 
being served in re-opening the enquiry into 
the question of whether Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose is dead or alive. If, however, 
some sort of an enquiry should be pursued by 
going to the Russian archives and so on for 
political reasons, we are willing to undertake 
this exercise. 

3. Please obtain PM's views in the matter 
in the light of Home Ministry's response. 



[J.N. Dixit] 
Foreign Secretary 
4.8.1992 


JS(SIXPMO 


PM U, 

luYv wWlivU to Vi oSa. 'vZ' 
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k * 


Vi 


k 






GQfi^DA MUKHOTY 

farristar-ciMaw 
Senior Advocate 
Supreme Court of India 


New Delhi 

Pres id an t , 
Confederation of 



31.8. 1992. 



213, Jor Bagh, 

New Delhi-110003 
Tele phone: 4622027 
690887 


Indian Consumer Organisations (CICG) 


Member, Advisory Board 
SOS-T orture, Geneva 


& 

Advis or, 

People's Union for Democratic Rights. 

Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 

Prime Minister of India, 

South Block, New Delh i- 1 1 001 1 . 
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% Hi , 
v- 


D. ea r Shri Ra o, 


You must be knowing that both the Inquiry Committee- 
and the Commission i. e. Shahnawaj Committee and Khosla 
Commission have failed to unravel the mystery about Netaji's 
disappearance in 1945, 





You must also be auare that Khosla Commission Report 
uas rejected by the Government, when Shri Morarji Desai 
was the Prime Minister. You are very well aware that 

Netaji's role in Independence Movement is second to none 
and If his disappearance still remains a mystRr/> it will 
deeply hurt the present and the future generations for 
years to come. 

I am sure that many people from different walks of 
have requested you to set up a proper Inqu iry*c om posed 
retired Supreme Court Judge or Judges. 

Uay back in 1973, 1 was arguing on behalf of the 

ational Committee, composed of a number of Members of 
rl iamen ty bef ore thB Khosla Commission for about six months. 
The Commission Report obviously is very perfunctory. 

I hope that af t ei^ae^L iberat ion , you will be able to 
to set up a proper Commission of Inquiry as soon as possible, 

With kind regards. 



Yours sincerely, 



( Gobinda Mukhoty) 


A 


CHITTA BASU 

EMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

*\ (lo:<^s^bha) 


Dear Prime Minister, 


Sub 



3782260 
28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road 
New Delhi- 1 1000 l 

5 . 12.1 092 


'fa* 


Vi 


Demand for an Investigative Enquiry to 
unravel the 'mysterious disappearance 
of Netaji'. 

This has reference to your letter of 
4th April, 1992 regarding the above subject. 

About ten months have already passed after 
submission of my memorandum to you but I have not 
received any further communication from your end 
till today. I also do not know what step 
the External Affairs Ministry has so far taken in 
this resoect. 




V 
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I shall be much obliged if you kindly let me 
know about the action you have taken so far in this 

respect. 


With regards. 


Yours sincerely, 

WdJ 0[>-- fSoULAA 

CChitta 3asur 



Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister of India, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi. 
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Ttie attached letter to PM from shri Chitta bfH\ y ± 


Basu, MB in follow up to Stiri Basu’s earlier letter 
requesting an enquiry into the circumstances to death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose may Kindly be seen. 

PM had responded to Shrl Basu's letter on 
April 4, iyy2. Copies of both letters are attached for 
ready reference. 


We would be grateful if MOS would Kindly be 


requested to send a simple acknowledgement to Shri 
Chitta Basu's present letter, in view of the decision 
that the enquiry into the question of the circumstances 
of Netaji 's disappearance need not be reopened. 



? 


/ (Sujata Mehta] 

£ Deputy Secretary 


PS to MOS t Eh ) , MEA 

PMC U.O.No. BVU/ll/P/16/92-Pol., dated 15.12.1992 


{ have seen your letter of December 5 , 
Netaji which I am forwarding to the Minister 
External Affairs. 


Yours sincerely 


P.M. 


Shri Chyta Basu, MP 


1992 about 
: State for 
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Vice-President 

India 

New Delhi 


December 9, 1992 


I am enclosing a letter I have received 
from Prof. Samar Guha, ex. Member of Parliament 
suggesting that an enquiry be held about the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
what had happened to him. Prof. Samar Guha has 
also written to you directly and I have no doubt 
that you will be looking into this matter. 


U/ f * 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister, 

New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 

/V 


(K.R. NARAYANAN 


C*-^L 

:anan) 
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*R 0 F . SAMAR GUHA 
£*• MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(LOK SABHA) 



'HlJI 3TR 


8/2 CENTRAL PAgK 
CALCUTTA 700032 


November 21/1992 


Shri K * H .Narayanan 
Vice President of India, &. 

Chairman - Rajya Sabha 
New Delhi 

Honourable Chairman , 

I am sending a booklet of mine and two articles 
recently published in Times of India of Delhi and News 
Times of Hyderabad on the issue of disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose* I shall be highly obliged if 
you kindly go through them* 

I am sure you will feel it as our sacred national duty 
to finally know what really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, the epic hero of Indian national freedom. Shri Chandra 
Sekhar, Shri L.K.Advani, Shri S.Nij ilingappa, Shri Jyoti 
Basu and many other distinguished personalities have written 
to the Prime Minister for instituting an Investigative 
Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji. Earlier former 
President of India, Shri R . Venkatraman advised Shri Narasimha 
Reoji to take up the issue to finalize the hanging mystery 
about the ultimate destiny of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Indian people will expect that you will take up this 
sensitively patriotic matter with thB Prime Minister. 

With regards and namaskar. 

Yours sincerely, 

{ SAMAR GUHA ) 
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COUNTRY MUST KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO NETAJI 

—Samar Guha 



COUNTRY MUST KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO NET A.) I 

What really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ? Did he really meet his end in 
an aircrash at Taihoku in Formosa, on August 18 , 1945 ? The news of his alleged accident 
was broadcast not in the form of any official communique either by the civil or the military 
authority of Japan. Japan was not yet occupied by the US Army, - its civil and military authority 
remained in tact. It was the news of the Domai Agency which was broadcast by the Tokyo 
Radio. In iLs first broadcast, 5 days after the alleged aircrash, it was said that the dead body 
of Subhas Chandra Bose, the Head of the Provisional Government of Free India, was flown 
to Tokyo. But subsequently in another broadcast it was reported that his body was cremated 
in Formose. 

Palpably, the broadcast appeared as nothing but a cooked-up story as it was not sub- 
stantiated by any positive testimonials or documents. Neither Mahatma Gandhi nor Lord 
Wavell, the Viceroy of India at that time, believed this news broadcast as true. Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya wired Bose family at Calcutta, 'Not to 
perform sradh ceremony, but to hold mild prayer/ L*>rd Wavell recorded his reaction in his 
Diary \ "I wonder if the Japanese announcement that Subhas Chandra Bose's death in an 
aircrash is true. I suspect it very much. It was just what should be given out if he wanted to 
go underground/ No Government, either of Japan or Wavell nor of the U.K, or the USA at 
that lime or anytime thereafter officially confirmed the report of death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

Gandhiji believed - 'Subhas is Alive’ 

Gandhiji went on telling the Indian people that he didn't believe Nciaji’s death news. 
On 30 Dec 1945 he told us, the Bengal Detenues, most of whom were the colleagues and 
associates of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in Dum Dum Jail of Calcutta : Mf someone shows 
me ashes even then 1 will not believe that Subhas is not alive. He is alive, - hiding somewhere; 
He spoke in Hindi and remained with us for over an hour. Next day, on January 2nd, 1946, 
he told the press at Conlai of Bengal : T believe Netaji is alive. He is hiding somewhere/ 
Gandhiji repeated his belief many limes afterwards. After meeting Col. Habibur Rahman in 
the Red Fort Cell, who claimed to be the lone Indian who travelled with Netaji in the same 
plane that allegedly crashed, Gandhiji said 'Habib I whatever you may tell me to the contrary, 
1 still believe Netaji is alive/ Later Gandhi told pressmen ; 'Habibur Rahman made a soldier's 
statement to me / 

Why Gandhiji was so insistant to disbelieve the Japanese report of Nelajf’s aircrash 
death ? Was it because of his 'inner voice’ ? Many revealing facts came to be known 10 years 
later which positively indicated why Gandhiji said so. In 1991 an American document found 
in the archives of the Princeton University positively revealed why Gandhiji believed that 
'Subhas is hiding somewhere'. 
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Reaction of the British Government 


What was the further reaction of Lord Wavell, India’s Viceroy in 1945-46 ? A month 
after the record of his first reaction he noted again in his 'Diary 1 : 'According to the Japanese 
of Signapore, Subhas Chandra Bose is definitely dead, but I shall be skeptical till further 
confirmation/ 

After hearing the Japanese broadcast on August 23, 1945, Lord Wavell immediately sent 
a mixed investigating team of the British and Indian experts to 'arrest Bose - dead or alive* 
and make a thorough probe into the whole affairs behind the Japanese story of Bose’s death. 

What was the findings of this Wavell team was not fully reported, Bui the British Govt, 
of India cryptically leaked out to the press that Bose died in the reported aircrash. However, 
what was the exact view of the Wavell Govt, about Subhas Chandra Bose, was secretly 
despatched to the Attlee Govt, in UK after 67 days of the reported aircrash by its Home 
Secretary, Mr- R.F.Mudie, It was marked Top Secret’ and this report was published 30 years 
after in 'Volume VT of the British document Transfer of Power, 1942-47\ In his lengthy 
report on Bose Mr, Mudie’s confidential despatch noted inter- alia as regard the 'treatment 
of Bose’ these were the following possibilities : 

a) Bringing back to India and try him either for waging War or under the Enemy Agent 
Ordinance ; 

b) Have him tried by a Court in Burma or Malay for waging War against the King in 
that country ; 

c) Have him tried by a Military Court outside India ; 

d) Intern him in India ; 

e) Intern him in some other British possessions, e.g,, Seychelles islands; 

f) Leave him where he is and not ask for the surrender/ 

After analyzing all the eventualities about these alternatives the report concluded *in 
many ways the easiest course will be to live him where he is and not ask for his release. Of 
course, he might in certain circumstances be welcomed by the Russians, This course would 
raise fewest immediate political difficulty/ 

Neither the Wavell Govt, of India nor the Attlee Govt, of U.K., after coming to the above 
conclusion, made any official confirmation about the reported death of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
though he was marked as the enemy number one of their Indian Empire, They deliberately 
kept silent about the report of Subhas Bose’s presence in Russia* 

Pandit Nehru’s Preverification 

Everybody in India in 1945*46 disbelieved the Toyko story of Netaji’s death. Moulana 
A/ad, the then President of the Congress declined to make any obituary reference in memory 
of Bose in the first A ICC Session held at Bombay on Sept- 23, 1945 after the Quit India 
Movement, saying, The circumstances in which the news of the death of Bose has reached 
us and the sources responsible for announcement don’t make certain that Bose is in fact dead/ 

An American journalist of Chicago Tribune, Alfred Wag, told Pandit Nehru on August 
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29, 1945 in Delhi that after the Japanese broadcast "Bose was alive and seen 4 days*ago in 
** Saigon, On Sept 11, 1945 Nehru himself told API at Jhansi, Dike many other people, he did 
not believe the story about the reported death of Subhas Chandra Bose..* I have received a 
number of reports, which have raised me in great doubt and l disbelieve the authenticity of 
the news’* 

Every patriotic Indian expected that after coming into power on August 15, 1947 Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Free India, would consider it as his first national 
duly to institute a high level investigation to find out what really happened to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. But he was found contrarily to adopt an unthinkable altitude of deliberate 
refusal to entertain any request for any inquiry' about Netaji. Why after his own public statemert 
that, he disbelieved the news of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death Pandit Nehru made a strange 
volte-face to adopt a completely reversed attitude ? 

The answer to it can be found in the article of a former Editor of the Gujrati daily 
Manmabhumi’ late Amrilalal Seth, who accompanied Pandit Nehru, when he visited Singapore 
in 194b as the guest of Admiral Moumbatlen. Further evidence came from the text of the 
'Nehru Oration" by Mounlbattcn* Shri Seth informed Sarat Chandra Bose immediately after 
coming back to India from Singapore, that Mounlbatten warned Nehru that, ‘If he played up 
Bose and his INA he will be taking the risk of presenting India on a platter to Bose when 
he returned hack to India’* Yes, Panditji started to instantly comply with the advice of Mountbat- 
ten from Singapor itself. He shockingly cancelled his already agreed programme to place a 
wreath at the spot of the INA Memorial that was demolished by the British Army soon after 
reoccupation of Singapore* Returning home from Singapore Pandit Nehru was found to shut 
his mouth completely about anything that concerned Netaji and his INA. 

Inquiry by Shah Nawaz Committee 

After coming to power as the Prime Minister of Free India, Pandit Nehru, adopted a 
policy of abject indifference and negligence, nay a covert opposition to everything about Netaji 
and his heroic legends. Pandit Nehru’s worst stance was his stubborn opposition lo all requests 
and appeals made in the Parliament and outside for instituting a judicial inquiry about dis- 
appearance of Netaji* For 10 years he turned down all such appeals. But when the citizens 
of Calcutta decided to set up a non-official inquiry committee in 1956 with Dr, Radha Binode 
Pal, an internationally reputed jurist of the eminence of Tokyo Trial as its Chairman, Pandit 
Nehru suddenly announced to form an inquiry committee with Shah Nawaz Khan as its Chair- 
man having no judicial status for the inquiry. But strangely, when even such a £ statement-col- 
lecting- committee" was conducting inquiry, Panditji forestalled the very objective of its inquiry 
by making a statement in the Parliament in which he said : *1 have no doubt today of the fact 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death, is, I think settled beyond doubt'* 

How could Shah Nawaz Committee dare to unsettle this ‘Settled fact beyond doubt’ of 
Pandit Nehru ? This inquiry, this, queerly concluded in its findings : 'At no stage was the 
casket containing the ashes sealed, no formal receipt issued, nor again continuous watch kept 
over it. So, although there cannot be absolute certainty ahoul it, nevertheless, ashes kept in 
the Rcnkoji temple, Tokyo* are l he ashes of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose* If ashes are taken 
to be genuine, Rcnkoji temple cannot be obviously the final resting place. 1 What an absurd 
findings! Can the issue of death of a man like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose be confirmed by 
not being ‘absolutely certain’, but by questioning it with 4P ? 
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Shah Nawa? Committee, however, helped to have access to some very vital documents 
that were kept secret for 10 years after 1947, These documents showed that according to the 
intelligence report, in all probability. Netaji took shelter in Soviet Russia under the cover of 
a cooked-up story of bis death. These documents also indicated that Gandhiji and Panditji 
received a letter from Netaji asking Nehru for making arrangement for his repatriation to 
India. Particular imports of these documents wii! be discussed later. But it should be men- 
tioned here that Pandit Nehru suppressed all the vita! intelligence reports from the public 
till 1956. 

In 1951 Panditji had sent S.A.Aycr, a former Publicity Minister of Nclaji’s Azad Hind 
Govt., to Tokyo to secretly contact Col. Tada to ascertain from him the report about Netaji’s 
death. Gcnl. Isoda and Col, Tada, were attached to the Japanese wartime Military Headquarters 
at Saigon. They were the two high ranking Japanese officers who were deputed to prepare 
and execute the escape-plan of Netaji by Field Marshall Terauehi, highest in command of the 
S.E.Asia Jap Army, In his confidential report to Nehru, Ayer stated : ‘This time I could gather 
very important information. Col. Tada told me that after the end of the war when japan 
surrendered, Terauchi took all responsibility to help Netaji and asked him to go to Kaka 
Bose (His Excellency Bose) and tell him to reach Russian territory — all help will be given 
to him.’ 

In his statement in Lok Sabha. Panditji mentioned other parts of Ayer's confidential 
report to him which appeared to lend support to Tokyo broadcast, but this vital part was 
withheld from the House. 

Pandit Nehru's conscience, however, appeared to prick dtiring the last few month before he 
passed away. Although he repeatedly slated in the Parliament that ‘NetajPs death was a settled 
fact beyond doubt' he wrote lo Surcsh Chandra Hose, an cider brother of Netaji on May 13, 1962 
in reply to his letter that ‘You asked me to send you pn>of of Netty i Stibhas Chandra Bose’s 
death. \ can’t send you any precise and direct proof.**/ Again just about a month before his 
death replying to a letter from Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, Panditji wrote : ‘I agree 
with you that something should be done to finalise the question of Netaji’s death/ Ah ! When 
it was the lime for proper investigation, Nehruji dclibarately stalled it ! 

Confusing Japanese Documents 

Japan is the only country which could definitely say or unsay if the report of the plane 
crash was true. Some documents and information placed before ihe Shah Nawaz Committee 
by the Japanese authority revealed a few vital facts : 

Firstly, Japan didn’t officially make any statement either by its civil 
or military authority to confirm the report of plane crash on August 18, 

1945 involving Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Domai News Agency, a private 
body, made it over the Tokyo Radio. Later S, A. Ayer, in course of his 
deposition before Shah Nawaz. Committee, told that on request from the 
Japanese authority at Tokyo, the text of the broadcast was prepared by 
him and not either by the Japanese Govt, or the Domai News Agency. 

Secondly, the plane which reportedly crashed carried 13/14 pas- 
sengers of which the Pilot, Co-pilot, Radio Engineer, Gen!. Shedei, Netaji, 

— these five persons, who were required lo fly to Dairen, reportedly died 
whereas all the other passengers miraculously survived with minor injuries, 
although the plane was reported to have had nose-dived, caught instant 
fire and broke into two parts. Non-Official, Japanese Expert Committee 
contradicted such a report as "absurd’. After vertical nose-dive crash of 
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a burning plane from a sufficient altitude such selective survivals and selec- 
tive killings were unthinkable according to their findings. 

Thirdly, Japanese authority produced three - four photographs — 
first one of bandaged Habihur Rahman sitting by the side of a casket, 
second one of an urn reportedly carrying the ashes of Bose and the third 
one of a canvas-covered bundle marked as containing the alleged death 
body of Bose, If the Japanese could take trouble of getting four photographs 
why another photograph of uncovered body of Bose could not be taken 
if such a body existed at all ? An uncovered body of Bose would have 
convinced each and everybody of India and of the Anglo-American Power 
that Bose really died in the airaash, One such single photograph could 
have settled all doubts and all controversies about the report of Bose’s 
death, Japanese authority failed to answer convincingly why they could 
not take a photograph of uncovered body of Bose if he really died. 

Fourthly, Japanese Foreign Ministry submitted a ere mid ion certifi- 
cate of Bose issued by the Taihoku Municipality, It was written in Japanese 
script. On rendering this certificate into English it was strangely found 
that it was issued for a Japanese soldier, Ichiro Okura, who died of heart 
failure, Okura’s age, the cause and date of his death and cremation, — 
nothing tallied with the report of the Tokyo broadcast about ‘Chandra 
Bose.’ 

Fifthly, although it was staled that Gcni, Shcdei also died at Taihoku 
on the same date as a result of the ai rerash, but liLs pension certificate 
showed that he died in the warFudd, Gcnl. Shedci was appointed to com- 
mand Japanese Kwantang Army in Manchuria after Russia attacked this 
Jap territory- Japanese could not produce any record of death and crema- 
tion certificate of Genl. Shcdei supporting his death at Taihoku. 

These few Japanese documents left rather indicative clues to infer that the report of 
air crash was just a cooked- up story to cover Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s escape to Russia. 

Futile Khosla Commission 

Though the Indian people didn’t accept the findings ot the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
Pandilji himself also agreed that something should be done to finalize the question of NetajPs 
deadi* - nothing was done by the Govt, till 1%7, In this year about 350 members of Parliament 
belonging to all parties signed a memorandum and submitted it to the Central Govt, urging 
for a fresh judicial inquiry about Netaji, In no time before, such a memorandum was ever 
signed Iby the majority members of the Parliament for submitting to the Govt, for a national 
cause. However, it took over two years’ persistent agitation to make ihe Govt, of India agree 
to set up on July 11, P>70 a ‘one-man judicial Commission to inquire into disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,’ A retired Chief Justice of Punjab High Court was appointed 
its Chairman, After 4 years of unnecessarily prolonged sittings of the Commission, Justice 
Khosla submitted bh report to the Govt, on June 30, 1074. Khosla Commission’s Report 
appeared just as a chimera of a judicial findings, - worse than the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee, Mr. Khosla made no effort to search for national and international documents 
connected with the Netaji affairs, made no analysis of the Japanese documents produced 
before the Commission, brushed aside the evidence of the 84 Indian witnesses giving cursory 
attention to them while devoting his attention mainly on the evidence of five Japanese witnesses 
claiming as co-passengers of Netaji and the filth one of a doctor, who said to have treated 
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injured Bose. Though none of them could produce any document to verify their identities, 
statements and claims. Mr. Khosla treated them as "truthful witnesses* to draw his conclusion 
exclusively on their evidence that Bose died after the reported aircrash. 

Worst still, Mr, Khosla exceeded all his limits in making political commentary in un- 
believably derogatory terms by calling Netaji a ‘Puppet’, a ‘Pawn’, a ‘Quisling* of Japan, etc. 
in his report. In his report at least in 27 places he made outrageous remarks denigrating the 
revolutionary personality of Nelaji. This man, violating all judicial norms, was seen to bring a 
‘present* for Mrs. Indira Gandhi while returning from Taiwan and write her biography while 
working as the Chairman of the Commission. Further, before his report was placed on the 
table of Lok Sabha he published a book calling it "Last Days of Nelaji 7 , Mr. Khosla was 
severely indicted by the Calcutta High Court for his derogatory remarks about Nelaji. He also 
faced a Privilege Motion in Lok Sabha for violating the terms of the Inquiry Commission. But 
he somehow escaped harsh punishments by offering unconditional apology to the High Court 
and the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Thus, because of his tendentious behaviour of the Chairman 
of the Nelaji Inquiry Commission, the judicial and moral basis of his findings were vitiated in 
such a way that its whole objective was completely frustrated. 

Findings Rejected by the Morarji Govt. 

Because of the sudden imposition of Emergency in June 1975 and arrest of Opposition 
leaders, including the present writer, the report of Khosla Commission was debated in Lok 
Sabha as late as in 1978 after the formation of the Janata Govt. A documentary book, ‘Nelaji 
- Dead or Alive V written by the writer was released by the then President of India Shri N. 
Sanjccva Reddy. The tong debate and the documentary materials published in the book con- 
vinced a man of very rigid outlook like Shri Morarji Desai, that the two inquiries about Netaji 
failed to serve the purpose of the investigation. In reply to the debate. Prime Minister, 
Shri Morarji Desai said in a statement in Lok Sabha on Sept 3, 1978 : 

‘Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the report 
of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death as true. Since then reasonable 
doubls have been cast on the correctness reached in the two reports and 
verious important contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses have 
been noticed. Some further contemporary official documentary records 
have also become available. In the light of those doubts and contradictions 
and those records, Government find it difficult to accept that the earlier 
conclusions are decisive/ 

It was very vital statement. Mrs. Indira Gandhi discarded the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee while instituting Khosla Commission in 1970. And now in 1978 Shri Morarji Desai 
rejected the findings of both the inquiries to reopen the issue of disappearance of Netaji. It 
now, consequently, devolved on the Morarji Govt, to find out, - then, what really happened 
to Netaji ? Morarjibhai suggested an Investigative Inquiry* in an effort to resolve the Netaji 
issue as he felt that after so many years any further judicial inquiry would not serve the main 
purpose. But before his suggestion could be materialized the Janata Govt. fell. 

Decision of Investigative Inquiry by the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

The whole issue of renewal of Nelaji inquiry remained muted for about 10 years. After 
formation of the Janata Dal Govt, the issue was taken up with the Govt, of Shri V.P.Singh, who 
asked his Minister of External Affairs, Shri I.K.Gujral to Hook into the matter*. But before any 
step could be taken, V.P.Singh Govt, had to quit. The matter was again taken up with the Govt, 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar. In both these moves the President of India, Shri 
R.Venkntiinunaii very piitrloUcally extended His moral support to the cause behind the inquiry. 
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in fact, he look initiative to ask both Shri V.P.Singh and Shri Chandra Sekhar to fulfil 
the national duty to find out what really happened to Netaji. in a letter on May 29, 1992, The 
President assured that he will again pursue the matter of investigative inquiry about disap- 
pearance of Netaji with the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V.Narasiniha Rao* His letter : 

PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA 

New Delhi, 

May 29, 1992. 

Dear Shri Samar Guha, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated May 27, I shall pursue the 
matter with the P.M. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

R.VENKATARAMAN 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

8/2, Central Park, 

Calcutta - 700032. 


Finally, On March 26, 1991 the Deputy Minister of External Affairs informed the writer 
in a letter : The Ministry has initiated a High Level Investigation into the secret documents 
on disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We are awaiting results of our inquiry. We 
shall keep you informed about any further development, 1 His letter : 

DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

N0.489/DM/91 

March 26, 1991. 

Dear Prof. Samarjee, 

L Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 addressed to Shri 
Devi Lai concerning high level investigation into “secret documents" on 
the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has already initiated 
follow-up action in this regard. We are awaiting results to our enquiries. 

3. We shall keep you Informed of any further developments. 


With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


(DIOVIJAY SINGH) 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

Ex- Member of Parliament, 

8/2, Central Park, 

CALCUTTA - 700(132. 
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But because of resignation of Chandra Sekhar Govt, this laudable decision about the 
Investigative Inquiry remained hanging in uncertainty. 


* 


A National Task for Shri P,Y. Narasimha Rao 


It appears that the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao lias not been posted 
with all facts about the rejection of the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla 
Commission and the subsequent decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute an Inves- 
tigative Inquiry 1 about the issue of disappearance of Netaji. Otherwise the Govt, would not 
have used the word 'Posthumously* while announcing Bharat Rat mi lor Netaji. Now, it is a 
legal, moral and sacred parlriotic task for Narasimha Rao Govt, to effectively work-out the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a 'High level, Investigative Inquiry about 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’ and to ‘finalize’, to quote Pandit Nehru, the 
poignenl issue that remained hanging about the fate of the epic hero of the Indian liberation. 

An Investigative Inquiry - Why ? 


Why an Investigative Inquiry instead of another public inquiry about Netaji ? Only four 
Japanese, - the Chief of the Staff of the Japanese Army of the Tokyo Headquarters, Field 
Marshall Terauchi of S.E.Asia Japanese Command at Saigon, Genl. Isoda 3 the Chief of the 
Hikari-Kikan and Cob Tada, a trusted officer of Terauchi's Headquarter, were the four key 
figures, who programmed and executed the escape-plan of Netaji to convey him to Russian 
territory of Siberia across the Manchurian border. All these principal persons are now dead. 
Political situation in Japan has now changed so much, that few people of its administration 
after 47 years can be expected to recollect the episode of the political move around the 
movement of Subhas Chandra Bose after fall of Japan. 

Now mainly the Secret documents, reports* informations and findings of various inquiries 
that are likely to he available in the archives of Japan, UK, USA, Taiwan and most importantly 
of former the USSR, now the Russian Federation, can provide positive facts about what 
really happened to Netaji. 

Soon after the report of the aircrash involving Netaji, the Wavell Govt . of India, AdmL 
Mountbatten of S.E.Asia Allied Command and Genl. Mac Arthur of the U.S.Pacific Army - 
instituted three Immediate inquiry’ separately to verily the truth about the alleged aircrash 
death of Subhas Chandra Bose. After reoccupation of Formosa (now Taiwan), on orders front 
Genl. Chiang-Kai-Shck, the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify whether any 
air accident took place at Taipei (Taihoku) airport on August 18, 1945. And if so, whether 
Subhas Chandra Bose was in it. 

None of the reports of these inquiries or their findings have been published. Only Wavell 
Govt, non-olficially leaked-out to the press that its inquiry found that the report of aircrash death 
of Subhas Chandra Bose was correct. However, this was only for the consumption of Lhe Indian 
public. Neither the Govt, of Wavell nor Mountbatten nor the Govt, of U.K. at any time officially 
confirmed Netaji\s death. What the Wavell Govt. came to know after its investigation was secretly 
communicated to the U.K. Govt, in the form of Top Secret’ despatch by R.F.Mudie, the Home 
Member of the Viceroy which has already been quoted earlier. This report informed Attlee Govt, 
that under the cover of the story of his death Bose took asylum in Russia. 

Mountbat ten’s Inquiry Report 

Mount batten’s inquiry report was never published, nor its findings were made known. A 
few pages of Mountbat ten’s Diary were given to the Shah Nawaz Committee in which it was 
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found that the British Investigation Officer observed : *„**«» it appears that the whole thing 
is suspicious.*.. The description of the funeral is more suspicious.... Perhaps the aircrash 
was cooked-up at Taihokti. Possibly after that Bose escaped somewhere/ 

in 1978 the than Indian High Commissioner in U.K., Shri N.G. Garay, wrote to Lord 
Mounlbatten : i would like to refer particularly to pages 137, 138 and 139 of Volume VI (of 
the Transfer of Power, 1942-47)’ : that the Govt, of India knew that Shri Bose was alive and 
they were discussing how he should be dealt with. As you took over from Lord Wavefl it will 
not be wrong to presume that you must have come to know every detail about the incident/ 

Mountbalten very much knew the outcome of the inquiry which he himself ordered as 
the S.E.Asia Allied Command. And further as being a Viceroy of India, succeeding Lord 
Wave!!, he had many reports about Netaji in possession of his Govt. He was keenly interested 
about Bose as he warned Pandit Nehru at Singapore in early 1946 "not to play-up Bose and 
his INA\ as the believed that Bose was alive. But Lord Mount bat ten preferred to evasively 
reply to Goray on March 10, 1978 : 4 ... there was no official record of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death in his archives/ Look ! how truthfully behaved the ‘Admiral of the Flesl, Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, KG, PC, GCB, OM, GCSI, GC1E, GCVO, DSO, FRS, Braodlands, 
Romsey, Hampshire 905 9 D, V 

However, evasive though he tried to be in his reply to Shri Goray - one thing he did 
truthfully that he didn’t confirm Bose’s death. 

The British Global Military intelligence of the War days, briefly called CSDIC, deputed 
B.C.Chakraborty, an Indian senior officer, to interrogate Col. Habibur Rahman. Chakraborty 
told Khosla Commission : ‘After analysing all the reports that were in hands at the time with 
the CSDIC, it was obvious that Col. Habibur Rahman told lies and the Japanese Govt, concealed 
facts. Their reply was nothing other than a product of conspiracy regarding the movement of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on August 18, 1945 : None of them (the British Military Intelligence 
or the U.S.) believed that the information about Netaji’s death could be correct’. 

It is interesting to note that according to the evidence of Mir Chandani and B.C.Mallik, 
two former Chiefs of the Indian Intelligence, they told Khosla Commission that the Govt, of 
U.K. and the Govt, of India that pursued all the reports about Bose are still in possession of 
Govt, of U.K. besides the reports of Mounlbatten’s inquiry which, according to their policy 
decision, will be published after 100 years of The Transfer of Power’. 



Probe by Genl, Mac Arthur 


The investigation report of GenL Mac Arthur’s team was very vital because the U.S. team 
reached Tokyo and Formosc (Taiwan) much earlier than the British team. This U.S. team 
examined all the concerned Japanese officer at Tokyo and Taihoku and repeatedly interrogated 
Col. Habibur Rahman. But nothing has been published so far about Mac Arthur’s inquiry. 

However, some facts were indirectly known about this report. At the time u* /okjO Trial 
after the War, Genl. Tojo, GenL Fuzyama and other highest war-time Jap leaders, who were 
facing trial, were found to stand up and bow down their heads very reverentially when Chandra 
Bose’s name was mentioned during the session of the Tokyo Trial. The U.S. jurists of the 
Trial being curiously intrigued by the performance of the civil and military Jap leaders of the 
war-days asked their Indian colleague. Dr. Radha Vbod Pal, why the Japanese behaved ir 
that way when the name of Subhas Chandra Bose was mentioned ? They were told tha’ 
was the Japanese tradition of showing respect to the man whom they held in highest esteem. 
The U.S. jurist told Dr. Pal that ‘what they know about U.S. inquiry, Subhas Chandra Bose 
didn’t die in the alleged aircrash, - he escaped’. This information was given to the press by 
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Dr. Pal after returning to India. Uptill now the U.S. Govt, have not mentioned anything about ^ 
the report and the findings of the Mac Arthur's inquiry. 

Investigation by Taipei Mayor 

The Mayor of Taipei (Taihoku) of Taiwan (Formosa) soon after Chinese reoccupation 
of Formosa about a month after fall of Japan made an inquiry to verify the report of Bose's 
death in an aircrash at the Taipei airfield. The President of the Nationalist China* Gcnl. 
Clriang- Kai- Shek had very friendly relation with Subhas Chandra Bose in pre-war days. 
According to the report of H.V.Kamath, Prokash Vir Shastri and Mulka Govind Reddy — 
all former members of Parliament, who visited Taiwan on invitation by an unofficial organisation 
there, - the Mayor of Taipei told them that their inquiry could not verify the report of any 
aircrash at Taipei on August 18, 1945 involving Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Taihoku airfield was the place of occurrance of the reported aircrash. But Pandit Nehru 
didn't allow Shah Nawaz Committee to visit Taipei (Taihoku). However, Khosla Commission was 
allowed to visit this city* but Mr. Khosla refused to write to the Govt, of Taiwan to give him a 
copy of the Taipei Mayor's inquiry report on diplomatic plea, although the Taiwan Govt, was 
willing to respond to Indian request. The matter later was raised in Lok Sabha* when the then 
Minister of External Affairs, Sardar Svvaran Singh* denied if any such instruction was sent to 
Khosla. This report of the Mayor of Taipei is still available in the archives of the Taiwan Govt. 

Habibur Rahman’s Story 

Col. Habibur Rahman stuck to his story of Nctaji’s death although he could convince 
neither the British, nor the American investigating team, nor any of his 1NA colleagues. After 
interrogation of Habibur Rahman by the British team it observed: ‘Habibur Rahman is 
unwilling to come out with truth 1 . Everybody took his version as that of a soldier’s statement 
in defence of the escape-plan of his master. 

Habibur Rahman showed a rectangular watch with a burnt band saying that Netaji had 
it in his wrist when he was engulfed in the burning flame after the afrerash. But it was known 
to every INA personnel that Netaji always used a round shaped wrist watch and not any 
rectangular one. When Bhulabhai Desai, the Chief of the INA Defence Council asked Habibur 
Rahman to open the Watch, it was found that the oil inside the watch remained intact without 
forming any clot, although Habibur Rahman claimed that it was almost consumed in flame at 
the lime of aircrash. Shri Desai mdicalively smiled and returned the watch to Rahman without 
any comment. 

While describing all about the aircrash, Habibur Rahman used to say that when the plane 
crashed he was wearing an wollen jumper, whereas Netaji had a Khaki suit on his body. When 
he was asked how was it that not a single thread of his wollen jumper was burnt but Netaji’s 
less inflammable Khaki suit was ‘horribly’ caught in fire ? Habibur fumbled to answer this 
searching question. 

Again, he said that he made frantic effort with both his hands to put out the flame all 
around Netaji’s body after the aircrash. But when he was asked how could it happen that the 
palms of his two hands bore no burnt marks whereas the dorsal of his two hands showed 
some hazy marks, which in all probability could be of acid-burn? He looked vacant and at- 
tempted no explanation. 

In 1947 before he moved to Pakistan, Habibur Rahman lived with his father-in-law who 
was the ‘Prime Minister' of the Princely State of Alwar. He confessed to Mr. Khcmchand the 
ICS Secretary to the Alwar Prime Minister that Nelaji’s death-story was nothing but cooked-up. 
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In 1956 Habibur Rahman came to Delhi from Pakistan to appear before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee, However, a few days before his departure for Delhi the ‘Civil and Military Gazette 5 
of Lahore published a news that Habibur Rahman told this paper that Netaji didn't die in 
the aircrash, This report was published in ‘East Pakistan' dailies also. But he declined to 
contradict it. Habibur Rahman refused to appear before Khosla Commission to avoid cross 
examination by the judicial commission. Before non-judicial Shah Nawaz Committee he sub- 
mitted just a written statement. 

In 1966 when a Japanese biographer of Netaji, Mr, Haya&hida, met Habibur in Rawalpindi, 
he repeated nothing than the same story of Nctaji's death but added : "Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was the greatest revolutionary that the Indian Subcontinent produced in the present 

century Many in Bharat still believe that he is still alive and will turn up someday* How 

we wish he had come back alive ! The flame of freedom lit by him is still burning and will 
continue to inspire the freedom fighters all over the world for all times to come/ Oh ! how 
Habibur Rahman failed to hold back the truthful impulse of his inner conscience in some 
sensitive moment ! 



Internal Documents, ‘Missing or Destroyed* 


Nehru Govt* got in its possession all the secret reports of the Govt, of Wavell and 
Mountbatten after the Transfer of Power'. Fanditji was also known to maintain a special file 
about Netaji. But Nehru Govt, placed only a few documents before the Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Indira Govt, also supplied almost the same package of files again for the scrutiny of the 
Khosla Commission. These documents included a few pages of Mount batten's Diary, some 
parts of Figgis Report and a small part of the report of CSDIC. Some irrelevant papers were 
also sent to the Commission. However, inside the package of these official documents a very 
intriguing official note was found enlisting some 40 secret files about Netaji marked as "Either 
Missing' or "Papers Destroyed' ? Pandit Nehru's personal and other official files regarding 
the issue of Netaji were kept by Md. Yunus. ‘Papers destroyed' were about 15. ‘Notes destroyed' 
were about 12. ‘Prime Minister's Secretariate File "missing or destroyed' included * (i) Inves- 
tigation into circumstances leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose, (ii) ‘Indian National 
Army (IN A) in the Far East', and (hi) iNA Treasure', These files were either deliberately 
destroyed or intentionally withheld. Mr. Khosla dared not to ask the Govt, why these valuable 
secret files were either ‘destroyed or missing 1 and what were the contents of these files? 

Netaji’s Destination was Russia 

It has been established from all documents and evidences that Netaji's destination after 
fall of Japan was Russia. Four days before the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945 a special 
messanger from the Imperial headquarter of Tokyo, Mr. Negishi, rushed to Seramban in Malay 
to handover a confidential message from the highest Japanese authority. It showed in what 
respect the Japanese held Netaji. This confidential message urged Netaji to Immediately move 
to Saigon to fly out of the S.E.Asia zone without any delay. However, instead of accompanying 
Mr. Negishi, Netaji rushed to Singapore, the Hd. Orb of Azad Hind Govt, and held an emergent 
meeting of his Cabinet to decide the future course of the Azad Hind Govt, and the INA in 
the event of Japanese surrender, Netaji proposed to surrender to the British Army at Singapore. 
But his Cabinet unanimously decided that Netaji should make every effort to cross into Soviet 
Russia, whereas the Cabinet Ministers and the INA would surrender to the British Army at 
Singapore. After arguing with his Cabinet Ministers, Netaji finally agreed to bow-down to 
honour the wishes of his Cabinet. On 14lh August Netaji attended a cultural function of the 
Jhansi Regiment without disclosing what was going to happen next day. 
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As Netaji was delaying to reach Saigon, on August 12, Genl, Isoda, the Chief of the 
Hikari Kikan and Mr, Hachia, lap Ambassador to the Azad Hind Govt, rushed to Singapore, 
On 13th August another messangcr from Tokyo, Col. Sakai, reached Singapore to pursuade 
Netaji to leave the area without any further delay. Netaji had several secret meetings with 
Cot Sakai and in one such meeting CoL Habibur Rahman was called in and directed by Netaji 
to hand over the charge of his office to Mj. Genl. M,Z.Kiani, who was given overall authority 
by Netaji to surrender to the British Army, separately from the Japanese, on behalf of the 
Azad Hind Govt, and its INA. ^ 

Netaji reached Bangkok on Aug 16, along with Genl, Isoda, Hachia, Negcshi, Col. Sakai, 
Col. Habibur Rahman, S. A Ayer, Dcbnath Das, Priiam Singh, Mj. Hasan, Col, Gulgara Singh 
and others. At Bangkok, Netaji had several secret conclaves with Genl, Isoda and CoL Tada 
who were specially deputed by Field Marshall Tcrauchi to finalise Netajfs escape-plan. Again 
at Bangkok also CoL Habibur Rahman was exclusively called in by Netaji in one of such 
meetings. None else of the 1NA was asked to attend the secret conclaves. Next day on 17th 
August a plane took off at about 5 p.m. from Saigon carrying Netaji, Habibur Rahman, GenL 
Shedei and few other Japanese Officers. The plane had an overnight hop at Tourane in North 
Vietnam. 

What was the destination of Netaji ? Except Col. Habibur Rahman who made every 
effort to conceal all facts about the fateful movement of Netaji, on August 18, 1945, all other 
important Japanese witnesses like Genl, Isoda, Hachia, Negcshi and Col, Tada and all the 
Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, and the important INA Officers categorically told the Khosla 
Commission that NetajPs plan was to go to Russia via Dairen. 

Genl, Isoda and Col, Tada of FM Terauchi’s HQ of Saigon were entrusted by the supreme 
Japanese command to prepare and execute Netaji’s escape plan to convey him safely to Russian 
Siberia. Genl. Isoda unreservedly told Khosla Commission: The purpose of Netaji’s plan 
was to go to Soviet Union,... He was going to Russia via Saigon.... There was no plan to stay 
at Saigon. ‘Genl. 1 soda's Statement was much earlier corroborated by CoL Tada in a secret 
communication to S. A. Ayer when Pundit Nehru utiannouncedly sent him to meet CoL Tada 
in 1951, In his ‘confidential note- to Nehru, Ayer wrote: *CoL Tada told me that it was arranged 
that Sublias Cliandra Rose will fly in a plane in which Genl. Shedei was going. Genl. Shedei 
will look after Stibitas Chandra Bose upto Dairen (in Manchuria) and thereafter he would 
fall back on his own resources to contact Russian. Japanese would announce to the world 
that Bose had disappeared from Dairen. That would absolve them of alt responsibility in the 
eyes of the Allied power,,./ , After arrival or Col, Sakai from Tokyo it was found that TerauchP s 
plan coincided with the plan of the Tokyo Imperial Headquarters. Col. Tada further disclosed 
to Ayer that \... The Japanese 11Q had planned to make a false announcement of NetajFs 
desappearance/ 

CoL Tada's disclosure showed ihm both the Imperial HQ and the HQ of Tcrauchi at 
Saigon planned to lly Netaji to Dairen with Genl. Shedei from where Gen, Shedei was to 
escort Netaji up to Siberia across the Manchurian border. To .execute this plan five days were 
required and that was why although the plane was reported as have had crashed on August 
18, the socalled death news of Netaji was broadcast on August 23. 

Khosla Commission was told by alt the Cabinet Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, that 
Netaji maintained a special liaison with Jackob Malik, the war-time Russian Ambassador at 
Tokyo, 
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1 hat Netaji reached Moscow has also been verified by several reports of the British 
intelligence seat to the Wavell Govt, in late 1945 and in early 1946* These informations, which 
the Govt, of Nehru didn’t disclose in 1946 came before the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 
alongwuh the Govt, papers submitted before it, One of these reports says There is a secret 
report which says Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that lie was in Russia and that 
he wanted to escape to India* Fhis information alleges that Gandhiji and Sarat Bose are 
those who were aware of this. It is probably that a letter arrived about the time Gandhiji 
made his public statement/ 

In another intelligence report it was stated that ‘Bose’ was in Russia. Assuming the 
name of Ghilzai Malang (It is known that Netaji was a past-master in assuming false 

names). In the third intelligent report it was said * In Dec 1945 a report said that 

Russian Ambassador in Kabul informed that Bose was in Moscow'. In a report received 
from Tehran slated that Maradoff, the Russian Vice-Consul General, disclosed in March 
(1946) that Bose is in Russia \ 

The British intelligence pursued this reports for further probe and submitted them to 
the Govt. of Wavell. These reports were said to be, as communicated to Kb os la Commission, 
"cither missing or destroyed’* 

Shri Shyarolal Jain of Meerut, who was a steno of Mr. Asaf A!i t the then Secretary of 
the INA Defence Council, told Khosht Commission that he was asked by Pandit Nehru on 
Dec 26/27, 1945 in the residence of Mr, Asaf AJi to make four copies of a note which read: 

Bose arrived today, August 24, 1945, at Dairen at 13b afternoon aloitgwilh Genl. Shedei, 
proceeded towards Russian territory, the Jeep returned after about 3 hours .../ Pandit Nehru 
sent a copy of this letter to the ILK, Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, asking him how Russia, 
their War- time ally, could provide shelter to Bose. This letter to Mr, Attlee was also typed 
by Shyamlal Jain, it appears unthinkable that Panditji could write such a letter to Attlee. 
But neither the Govt, nor Mr. Khosla challenged the statement of Shyamlal Jain* 

Most positive and authentic information came from the source of the British Govl. in 
their documents T ransfer of Power - 1942- 47 published in 1975. It has already been mentioned 
earlier that the British Govl. had the information that Netaji reached Russia and but preferred 
to remain silent about this report. 

Many other indirect hints came about Netaji’s presence in Russia. On reaching India 
after serving in Moscow as India’s first Ambassador, Mrs. Vijaylakshmi Pandit, made a startling 
statement at Bombay on her coming back to India. But after reaching Delhi she shut her 
mouth completely. Khosla Commission asked her, sending a formal letter, if she knew that 
Netaji was in Russia. She declined to appear before the Commission sending a strange reply: 
T have not met Subhas Chandra Bose after 1940’, Mr. Khosla didn’t dare to summon her for 
cross examination. 

The second Ambassador to Moscow Dr. Sarvapalli Radhnkrishnan confided liis very 
close Calcutta friend Dr. Saroj Ray, an eminent philosopher of Calcutta University that he 
tame to know that ‘Subhas Bose is in captivity in Stalin's Russia. 1 This information was 
communicated to Sliri Morarji Desai by the great historian Dr. R.C.Majumdar, an intimate 
friend of Dr. Saroj Roy. 

Netaji in Russia - Two Revealing Reports 

However, besides this indirect information, a revealing report came from a Bharat Heavy 
Engineering Corpn. Engineer, Shri A.Sarkar, now residing at Calcutta, who was sent to Russia 
three times by the Corporation for training in manufacture of heavy machineries. Sarkar learnt 
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Zcrobin worned Sarkar that if he divulged anything about Bose in Russia it would cost 
lives of both, - of Zcrobin and Sarkar too. Notwithstanding Zerobin’s warning Sarkar tried to 
contact Indian Embassy at Moscow* But he was sternly warned by one of the Secretary to 
shut his mouth about the matter. Frightened Sarkar remained muted for years. 

After Glasnosl and Perestroika when liberal winds began to blow in Russia, a former 
Chairman of the Lok Sabha Privilege Committee (present writer) wrote a long letter to Mr* 
Mikhail Gorbachev, giving all available facts about the reports of Netajfs going to Russia after 
the fall of Japan. This letter was separately forward to Gorbachev by the two former Presidents 
of India, Shri N.Sanjeeva Reddy and Shri Gyani Jail Singh with their own comments. Shri S. 
Nijalingappa, the former oldest President of the Congress, also sent another letter to the 
Russian leader. But all these letters remained unacknowledged and unreplied. 

Latest positive confirmation about Netaji’s presence in Russia in 1946 came from a document 
found in the archives of the Princeton University of USA in 1990, It is the copy of the letter 
written on 22nd July 1946 by Khurshed Belin to the eminent American journalist Louis Fischer, 
who came in close contact with Mahatma Gandhi, Giving briefly the idea about the political 
situation in India in 1946 Khurshed Behn wrote to Fischer, ‘At heart the Indian Army is sym- 
pathetic with the Indian National Army (INA of Bose). If Bose comes with the help of Russia 
neither Gumlhiji nor Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also (if) Russia for 
propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country, then there is no hope of an European 
alliance acceptable to India. 1 This letter was written to Louis Fischer as he had access to 
the USA President* 

It was a hand written letter as it was very confidential. Khurshed Behn was a very trusted 
desciplc of Mahatma Gandhi and lived with him in his Wardha Ashram* It was obvious that 
Khurshed Behn really wrote the letter to Louis Fischer being dictated by Gandhiji, 

Khurshed Behn never moved an inch without the hint from the Mahatma* This letter 
provided a definite affirmation wlty Gandlliji made repealed statements in 1946 telling the 
Indian people that he believed 'Netaji is alive and hiding some where,* 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru knew all these facts about Netaji’s taking shelter in Russia. But he 
did nothing to contact Stalin or his successor Russian leaders to enquire about Netaji and arrange 
for his repatriation to his motherland. Rather after gelling into power In Delhi Pandit Nehru was 
seen it) adopt an attitude of stoic silence regarding anything about Netaji* Regrettably, no olher 
Indian Govl* after Nehru also made any efforts to contact the Govt, of USSR to ascertain all facts 
published about Netaji’s taking shelter in that country. 


Russian quite well* He came in contact with a German-Jew, B.A.Zcrobin, who was Deputy 
Chief of a Mechine Building Plant (MachinosUroitclinizevod) at Gorlovska near the city of 
Doenesk. Mr. Zerobin told Sarkar that while he was in a Siberian Re-orientation Camp after 
being captured in Berlin, he surprisingly met Bose in the Camp* It was in 1961. Zerobin 
claimed that he saw Bose earlier in Berlin during the days of War. According to Zcrobin, 
one day Bose was brought to the Re-orientation Camp in a car accompanied by two Mongolian 
guards, one acting as his interpreter. Zcrobin rushed to Bose exclaiming: "Sir, I met you in 
Berlin V Bose replied, "Quite likely". Bose asked Zerobin, 4 What are you doing here ? Zerobin 
: ‘I don*t know what for 1 . Zerobin again asked Bose : "What is your programme, Sir ? Arc 
you going back to India 7 Bose replied: ‘Expected to be soon 1 . Bose and Zerobin were talking 
in German. The Mongolian interpreter intervened and said, "Not allowed*. Zcrobin said that 
he saw Bose in the Re-orientation Camp only on two occasions. 
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Now an Unfulfilled National Duty for Shri Narasimha Kao 

* Mr Clement Attlee who piloted the Indian Independence Bill in the House of Common 
came to visit India as a private citizen in mid-fifty. He was asked at Calcutta Raj Bhavan by 
the then acting Governor of West Bengal, Justice Phani Bhusan Chakraborty : ‘Mr Attlee, 
why did you quit India so precipitously after winning the Great War ?\ Prompt was the reply 
from the former Prime Minister of Britain : ‘Because of the activities of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Yes, our Sub-continent which is now called India, Pakistan and Bangladesh got inde- 
pendence in 1947 because of the irresistible thrust of the revolutionary legends of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and his IN A, After the last Great War w T hcn the Saga of the Azad Hind Revolu- 
tion raised a volcanic upsurge of militant patriotism that shook the very foundation of British 
Raj in India every Indian leader, except Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahammad Ali jinnah, 
was seen to vie with one another in showaring their eloquent homages on Netaji, But after 
India attained freedom nothing was done to acknowledge our national gratitude to the greatest 
national hero of our independence. Nay, no effective move was made to find out what really 
happened to him. 

After 10 years of persistant agitations Pandit Nehru formed Shah Nawaz Committee fi to 
enquire into ‘death of Nctaji\ The Committee produced a report which the Indian people 
refused to accept. Again in 1967 more than 350 Members of Parliament launched a fresh 
agitation for instituting a judicial inquiry into NetajPs disappearance* After more than 2 year's 
continuous agitation the Govt, of Indira Gandhi instituted £ A one-man Judicial Commission 
to inquire into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/ But the whole inquiry was 
vitiated by the tendentious motivation of its Chairman, Justice Khosla for which he had to 
unconditionally apolized once before the Calcutta High Court and then again before Lok 
Sabha. On Sept 3, 1978 Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both 
Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission, As the issue of the inquiry about Netaji was 
reopened by the Govt,, Shri Morarji Desai suggested an ‘Investigative Inquiry 1 to finalise the 
matter of the Netaji-inquiry, But no move could be made as his Govt, fell in 1979, 

Again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry about Netaji was taken up 
by the successive Govts, of Shri V.P.Singb and Shri Chandra Sekhar. h was because of the 
patriotic and moral intervention of the President of India, Shri R.Venkataraman, Chandra 
Sekhar Govt, announced on March 1991; ‘starting of a High Level Investigative Inquiry about 
Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose into the documents available with Govts, of 
UK, USA, USSR, Japan and others'. But this move also got bogged because of resignation 
of the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

All hopes now rests with the willingness and the initiative of the veteran Freedom Fighter, 
Shri Narasimha Rao, Will India's present Prime Minister fulfil the objective of the Invest 
Ugative Inquiry about Netaji as has already been decided by his predecessor Govt, ? If he 
feels it as our patriotic task to fulfil our unfulfilled national duty to Netiqh then his Govt 
will have to make a sincere and serious move to execute this investigation in a proper manner. 

Firstly, the Prime Minister of India would have to write to all the Govts, of UK, USA 
and Taiwan for making available the reports of the inquiries already made by them long before 
about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose of India. 
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Secondly, the Govt, should write Lo the Japanese Govt, to provide all documents connected 
with the reports of the air crash at Taihoku (Taipei) allegedly involving Nctaji. 

i 

Thirdly, which is most vital, the Prime Minister of India should approach the new Russian 
Govt, and its sister's States to let India know what KGB know about NetajVs taking shelter 
in the former USSR, Now a new wind of freedom and liberalism is blowing in Russia and if 
our Govt, in such radically changed milieu take up the issue in all earnestness with the present 
Russian Govt, there is no reason why the present Govt, of Russia will not come out with all 
facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that were and arc still locked in the KGB files Stalin's 
achieves and other quarters. 

In 1946 the Govt, of Communist China also featured in various news relating to Nctaji- 
The Govt, of India should also approach the Communist regime of China to find out if they 
have any facts with them about Subhas Chandra Bose* 

Lastly, the Govt, of India should make a thorough search to find out from their own 
official files and archives what were those Top secret files' which were reported as "cither 
missing or di$troyed\ What were the contents of these files should be carefully inquired into 
and all efforts should be made lo trace Pandit Nehru's special files about Netaji and the other 
files left behind by the Govt, of Wavcll and Mount batten at the time of Transfer of Power. 

The INA treasure that have been kept in the Delhi National Museum, — all about its 
sources, who brought them, how they were collected, — all facts should be inquired into. 

Efforts should also be made to contact the family of Got Habibur Rahman, who died 
two years back, to asccrlain if he left any document, diary or any note about Nctaji. 

About 50 years after the Iasi Great War there is no reason to believe that the Allied 
Powers’ past political prejudices against Subhas Chandra Bose will stand any more in the way 
of their cooperation with the proposed Investigative Inquiry, For Russia, it is the most opportune 
moment when a friendly move by the Govt, of India is likely to succeed to convince the Russian 
Govt, to give out all facts, reports, documents and information about Nctaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking shelter in Russia that are in possession or were in possession of the former 
KGB and other Russian secret sources. 

The Govt, of India should set up a high level expert committee, to draw out the parameter 
and modality of its functioning to scan, scrutinise and judge all the documents likely to be 
available from the sources of the foreign governments and from the internal sources of our 
Govt, ff our Govt, make a determined and honest effort the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
will certainly succeed to finally let our countrymen know what really happened lo our Netaji. 

Unanswered still Remains the Questions ! 

Netaji is no longer any political challenge to anybody. He is also not dead legally. The 
issue is siilf open before the Govt. There is my proof of his death in the alleged airerash. 
There is no reports that he died elsewhere. There is no visual proof, as well, of his being 
alive. The longing question still remained unanswered. Then, what happened to our Nctaji ? 

Is he still languishing in the desolate cell of a Siberian Concentration Camp ? Has he 
been killed there by Stalin or did he die a gruelling death in a lonely cell ? Or, by the grace 


in 


of the Maha Shakti he always worshipped, ha^ the revolutionary pilgrim of India succeeded 
to come out of the Russian Concentration Camp ? Is he now living incognito as a ‘Sanyasin* 
" a supreme consummation of his spiritual aspiration from the days of his early youth ? 

We do not know ycl what really happened to Nclaji, But it is a sacred national duty 
that we have failed so long to know what really happened to the Maha Kshatriva of Modern 
India, Will Shri Narasimha Rao, a former Freedom Fighter, rise above all small political 
considerations to accept the national task of finding what really happened to the Netaji 
of the Indian people ? If Shri Rao fulfills this task his name will remain enshrined in the 
hearts of the Indian people. If Gandhiji survived a few years more he would raised storm in 
India to know the truth about Nclaji, who 'gambled away his life’ for the emancipation of his 
motherland. Let us not remain ungrateful to the epic hero of Indian freedom \ 

II 

An Appeal To Boris Yeltsin 

Mr* Boris Yeltsin 
Hon’ble President 
Federation of Russia 
Moscow, Russia 

Honourable Sir, 

After the great non-violent democratic revolution in the former Soviet Union under your 
leadership, Indian people are watching the democratic developments in the Russian Federation 
and its sister States with deep interest. What has happened in the former USSR is a seismic 
event that has shaken the existing co-relations of the present politics of the modern world, 
opening a new vista of peace, amity and human rights before the whole humanity, 

Indian relation with Russia had always been friendly, cordial and mutually trustworthy* 
Indian freedom movement received sustained support from Russia, Our greatest national 
revolutionary, Subhas Chandra Bose, who was twice elected as the President of the Indian 
National Congress, showed consistent interest in cultivating Russian friendship for the cause 
of Indian freedom. 

After his historic escape from the British India in January 1941, he intended to reach 
Moscow via Kabul, But, because of the policy of Stalin at that time, Subhas Chandra Bose 
was compelled by the prevailing circumstances to divert his destination to Germany via Moscow 
to seek help of the “enemy's enemy” for ousting British Imperialism from India, He had to 
seek help of the Axis Power, though he was opposed to their ideology, for exploiting inter- 
national enmity between Britain and Germany and also because of the fact that due to the 
Russo-German Pact, existing at that lime, Germany was looked upon by him as an ally of Russia, 

After the treacherous attack of Russia by Nazi Army in June 1941, the dream of Subhas 
Chandra Bose to achieve Indian independence with the collaborative help of Russia and Ger- 
many was shattered. Sitting at the very den of Hiller, Subhas Bose, the intrepid Indian Revolu- 
tionary, dared to write to Hitler’s Foreign Minister Mr. Ribhentrop that “the Indian people 
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will view ^German attack’ of Russia as an Imperialist aggression.’ Though Subhas Chandra 
Bose formed as Indian Legion in Germany, he never uttered a word in support of Nazi ag- 
gression of Russia, nor did he allow the Indian Legion to be used in anyway against the intere# 
of Russia. 

Being frustrated in Germany, Subhas Chandra Bose undertook an unthinkable hazard of 
90 days Submarine journey from Kiel to Singapore, He created a saga of Revolutionary War 
of Indian Liberation against British Imperialism, the fiery impact of which ultimately compelled 
the British power to quit its Indian Empire after the War, 

W r hi!e waging ‘War of Independence 1 against British Imperialism with the help of Japan, 
Subhas Chandra Bose never uttered a single word, nor did he do anything adversely against 
Russia or China, Rather, he always tried to maintain an attitude of friendship towards these 
two countries. His joining hands with Germany and Japan was motivated solely for winning 
Indian national independence. 

When it became dear after fall of Germany that collapse of Japan was a matter of days, 
Subhas Chandra Bose contacted Mr. Jackob Malik, the then Russian Ambassador in Tokyo, 
for seeking asylum in Russia. After surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945, Tokyo Radio 
made a dubious broadcast on 23rd August circulating a story that Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
supreme leader of the Provisional Govt, of Free India, died in an aircrash at Taihoku (Taipei). 
But the report of Bose’s death was not confirmed officially either by Japan or the U.K. nor 
also by the LISA. Genl Mac Arthur of the US Pacific Army and Adml. Mountbattcn of the 
S.E.Asia Allied Command immediately ordered two separate inquiries to probe into the story 
of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death. But their inquiries couldn’t find any positive evidence to 
confirm Bose’s death. 

Subhas Chandra Bose made his flight from Saigon on Aug 17, 1945. His destination was 
Russia, via Dairen. According to the Mac Arthurs Inquiry Japan made a false broadcast on 
Aug 23, 1945 to comouflage Subhas Chandra Bose’s escape into Russian Siberia via Dairen. 

During the days of 1945-46 British Intelligence made many reports to the Viceroy of 
British India, that Subhas Chandra Bose under the cover of the story of his aircrash death 
had actually reached Russia. This report was corroborated by the Russian Ambassador in 
Kabul, and the Russian Consul General at Tehean in 1946. It was told by them that Bose was 
living in Russia with an assumed Mongolian name of ‘Ghilzai Malang’. 

The Govt, of India instituted two inquiries to verify if the report of Bose’s aircrash death 
was true. But these two inquiries failed to confirm Bose’s death. All the high officers of Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s Revolutionary Army (IN A) and the Ministers of his Provisional Govt, of Free 
India and all the high ranking Jap Generals and Jap diplomats, who appeared before the two 
Indian inquiries, categorically staled that Bose’s plan after Fall of Japan was to go to Russia 

Dr. S.Radhakrishnan, who was the second Indian Ambassador to Moscow told his personal 
friend, Dr. Saroj Das of the University of Calcutta that lie got the information that Subhas 
Chandra Bose was held in captivity in Soviet Russia by Stalin. 

In 1975 the British Govt, published secret documents concerning Transfer of Power’ to 
India, In it a specially important note, after analysing the pros and cons of various measures 
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how to punish Subhas Chandra Bose if he was arrested, recommended to the British Govt. 

in late 1945 that : 

0 

“...In many ways the easiest course would be to leave him where 
he is and not to ask for his release. He might, of Course, in certain cir- 
cumstances be welcomed by the Russians. This course would raise fewest 
immediate political difficulties.** 

This note provides an authentic information that Bose took asylum in Russia after fall 
of Japan, 

Another fact revealed is more starling. An Indian Engineer of Calcutta, Mr. A.Sarkar, 
who was deputed by the Govt, of India to have training in machine building plant in Russia, 
was three times in Russia and knew Russian well. Mr. Sarkar worked in the Machine Building 
Plant at Gorlovska near the city of Doniesk. He came in contact of a German - Jew there, 
who was the Deputy Chief of the Plant - Machinosttroilelinizevod. His name was B.A.Zerobtn, 
who was earlier an war machine designer in Nazi Germany. He claimed that he met the Indian 
Revolutionary Subhas Chandra Bose several times in Berlin. 

Zerobin after being captured in Berlin, was taken to Siberia in a train to an unknown 
place, from where he was flown to a Re-orientation Camp somewhere in Siberia. In that Camp 
one day he suddenly found Subhas Chandra Bose coming out of a Car, flanked by two Mongolian 
guards. Seeing Bose, Zerobin excitedly rushed towards him and said : "Sir, 1 have met you in 
Berlin*. Bose replied in his characteristic style : 'Quite likely*. Bose then asked Zerobin : ‘What 
are you doing here?* Replied Zerobin : ‘I don’t know what for.* Zerobin again asked Bose: 
4 What is your programme, Sir ? Are you going back to India' ? Bose : 'I expect it to be soon.* 

While Bose and Zerobin were talking in German, (Bose knew German well) the Mongolian 
guards intervened : ‘Not allowed*. 

Thereafter, Zerobin had no opportunity to meet Bose in the Siberian Re-orientation 
Camp. 

Zerobin warned Mr. A.K.Sarkar that if he disclosed the report of his meeting with Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Rc-oricntation Camp in Siberia, the lives of both Zerobin and Sarkar 
will be seriously endangered in Russia. After retiring from the Govt, job, Shri Sarkar took 
courage to disclose the report about Bose and that loo many years later. 

Prof. Samar Guha, a former member of the Indian Parliament and three-term Chairman 
of its Privilege Committee, - the highest Judicial body of the Indian Parliament, wrote a long 
letter to Mr, Gorbachev requesting him to disclose all facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking asylum in Russia after fall of Japan. This letter was separately forwarded to Mr. 
Gorbachev by the two former Presidents of India, Mr. N.Sanjiva Reddy and Mr. Gyani Zail 
Singh, A third letter was forwarded by the oldest President of Indian National Congress, Mr. 
S.Nijalingappa. Unfortunately, Mr. Gorbachev remained unresponsive. 

A very important letter has been found out in 1991 in the archives of the US Princeton 
University, which confirmed the British report that Mahatma Gandhi knew that Subhas Chandra 
Bose was in Russia in 1946. This letter was written by Khurshcd Bohn, a very trusted disciple 
of Mahatma Gandhi, to the US journalist Louis Fischer, who worked as go-between Gandhi 
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and the US President, This letter was written on 22nd July, 1946, In it was written by Khurshed 
Behn, inter alia : 

At heart the Indian Army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army (of Subhas Bose), if Bose comes with the help of Russia, neither 
Gandhiji, nor the Congress will be able to reason with the country 

Dear President Yeltsin 1 We hope that you know how the Indian people hold Subhas 
Chandra Bose in their highest esteem as the greatest revolutionary of their national liberation. 
It was the saga of heroic exploits of the War of Indian Independence waged by Bose against 
the British Power that created such a tremendous anti- British upsurge in India after the Great 
War that it ultimately compelled the Britishers to withdraw from their Indian Empire. Mahatma 
Gandhi is hailed in India as the "Father of the Nation' and in the same way Subhas Chandra 
Bose is acclaimed as The Nctaji\ — the supreme liberator of the Indian people. 


It is not yet known what realty happened to Subhas Chandra Bose in Stalin's Russia. 
Many Indian Communist and Nationalist Revolutionaries were killed by Stalin. How Stalin 
treated Subhas Chandra Bose, the whole episode remained unrevealed. 


Dear Mr. Yeltsin ! You have earned international admiration as the Liberator of the 
Russia people and a new harbinger of the message of peace, freedom and democracy for the 
humanity of our age. We beseech you to let the Indian people know what really happened to 
their beloved leader, their National Liberator, Subhas Chandra Bose, who sought asylum in 
Stalin's Russia after fall of Japan. Your Govt, is now disclosing all secret KGB files, Stalin's 
confidential archives and other hitherto unknown secret reports of Stalin's days. You have 
gracefully rehabilitated many eminent Russians and have given promise to the US people to 
find out if any US soldiers are left anywhere in the Russian territory, 

India and Russia are two great friendly countries. The people of these two countries had 
never any conflict between them. If you reveal all facts about Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
greatest hero of Indian liberation, who sought asylum in Stalin's Russia, you will win the hearts 
of the millions of the people of our country. The Indian people are pinning for years to know' 
what ultimately happened to their beloved leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, the Promethean 
Hero of their nation, after he took political asylum in Stalin's Russia. 

We beseech you again President Yeltsin to let the Indian people know all facts about 
Subhas Chandra Bose after he sought political asylum in Stalin's Soviet Russia I 

May God bless you, bless the Russian people ! May God be in your heart to impel you 
to reveal all truths about the most beloved leader of the Indian people, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
since he reached Russia after fall of Japan. 

With wannest greetings and regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
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Dear Uparashtrapatiji, 


New Delhi 
December 11, 1992 



I have received your letter of 9th December, 1992 
forwarding Prof. Samar Guha's letter about Netaji. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

/. I/- 

[P.V. Narasimha Rao] 


Shri K.R. Narayanan 
Vice President of India 
New Delhi 



